Israeli assault an ‘act of indescribable app 


BETHLRHEM— Israeli troops ringing 
the Church of the Nativity exchanged 
fire early Monday with armed Palestin- 
ians holed up in one of Christianity's 
holiest shrines, and smoke was seen 
rising from the compound. 

^ Palestinian policeman who was 
trying to extinguish the blaze was shot 
and killed by an Israeli sniper, a fellow 
policeman in the compound said. The 
Israeli military said two Israeli soldiers 
were wounded. 

Each side accused the other of caus 
ing the fire, which witnesses said 
burned in the courtyard of St 
Katherine's, a Roman Catholic convent 
adjacent to the Church of the Nativity, 
built over Jesus’ traditional birth 

ISRAELV AI 


CONDEMNATION 
was immediate over 
the Israeli attack on 
the Church of the 
Nativity in 
Bethlehem, the 
spotwhere 
Christians believe 
Jesus was born, The 
custodians of 
Catholic sites in the 
Holy Land called it 
"a violation of 
every law of 
humanity and 
civilization...” 
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FR, GIUSEPPE PIERANTONI in Malacafiang I2 hours 
idnappers released him: Already in paradise. 
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Priest freed, not 
scued by police 


By the PDI Mindanao Bureau, Carlito Pablo and T] Burgonio 


“A DELIBERATE handover,” Italian priest Giuseppe “Beppe” 
Pierantoni yesterday said of his freedom from his Moro kid- 
nappers contrary to President Macapagal-Arroyo’s claim that 
police had rescued him. 


Pierantoni told GMA 7's 
“Saksi” yesterday in Manila 
that his release from the Penta- 

inap-for-ransom group 
came after negotiations be- 
tween his abductors and the 


gon 


government. 


He said a “commander ac- 
him to a waiting 
car on a highway and turned 
him over to the negotiators. 
Pierantoni, who spent 171 
days in captivity, did not identify 
the negotiators, but a military 
official said Norberto Gonzales, 
presidential adviser on special 
concerns, was instrumental in 
the release of the Italian priest. 
“He (Gonzales) was the one 
who brought Pierantoni to Ma- 


compani: 


nila at around 9 a.m. using a 
private jet," said Brig. Gen. An- 
gel Atutubo, Task Force 
Giuseppe chief. 

Pierantoni said he walked for 
12 hours before he was recov- 
ered by police authorities at 
about 2 a.m. yesterday from a 
forested area in Tungawan 
town in the newly created prov- 
ince of Zamboanga Sibugay. 

PNP Director General 
Leandro Mendoza said in 
Malacafiang that Pierantoni 
was recovered at about 2 a.m. 
following relentless operations 
by Task Force Mindanao, а spe- 
cial PNP group formed to free 
the priest. 

PRIESTIAIS 


‘A miracle of prayer,’ 
says priest from Bologna 


“IT WAS a miracle of prayer,” Italian 
priest Giuseppe "Beppe" Pierantoni 
said of his release after almost six 
months of living in the jungles with 
members of the Pentagon kidnap-for- 
ransom gang. 

“I am particularly happy to be here,” 
Pierantoni said in Malacañang after he 
was presented to a beaming President 
Macapagal-Arroyo. 

Wearing a sports shirt and gray 
slacks and needing a shave, Pierantoni 
said he was “quite healthy” but still “a 
bit confused and also very tired.” 

He said he and his captors “lived like 
monkeys” and ate iguanas and jellyfish 
during his ordeal in Mindanao, 

In an emotional reunion with his 
colleagues from the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus order in Manila, a tearful 


‘Will you still need me, will you still feed me, when I’m 64?’ 


MADRID, Spain—UN Secretary Gen- 
eral Kofi Annan, taking advantage of 
his birthday Monday, used lyrics from 
a classic pop tune to open the UN 
World Assembly on Aging. 

"T turned 64 years old today," he told 
representatives from 160 nations and 
international organizations: "I there- 
fore feel empowered to quote the 
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Feeling 
right at роте 
at Palace 


By Dona Pazzibugan 


А HANDFUL of reporters cover- 
ing the Malacafiang beat, on 
their way home around 7 p.m. 
Jast Sunday, were surprised to 
see a man and a woman feeling 
right at home seated on a bench 
neat Gate 6 which fronts 
Kalayaan Hall, 
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FEELING/AIS 


Beatles’ song and ask, on behalf of all 
older persons: ‘Will you still need me, 
will you still feed me, when I'm 64?" 

“I trust the answer is yes,” he added 
to applause. 

Globally, the population of people 
60 and older is growing by 2 percent 
each year, and seniors are expected to 
outnumber children for the first time in 


human history by 2050, according to 
the latest UN statistics. 

Delegates to the week-long assembly 
are hoping to complete a global docu- 
ment to guide policies for the rapidly 
graying planet, from providing ad- 
equate pensions and affordable health 
care to preventing discrimination and 
abuse, 


Arlyn can be released 
for P1M, says Sen. Noli 


By Donna S. Cueto and Rocky Nazareno 


THE RANSOM demand for hostaged TV reporter Atlyn de la Cruz 
has reportedly been lowered from P40 million to P11 million, 
according to broadcaster Sen. Noli De Castro. But De Castro said 
he was told an initial payment of P1 million would be enough to 


release De la Cruz. 


At a press briefing yesterday, De Castro presented the most re- 
cent photo of De la Cruz, which had been taken somewhere in 
Sulu, and a two-page letter dated April 1 which she had report- 


edly sent to a sponsor at her wedding. 


‘The photo showed De la Cruz seated and talking with univer- 


sity professor Max Jundam while being guarded by a certain 
Lakandula, one of those who allegedly abducted her in 


ARLYN/AI4 


Spanish Prime Minister Jose Maria 
Aznar, whose country already has one 
of the world’s oldest populations, said 
nations need to promote “active aging” 
through use of preventive medicine, 
continued learning and flexible work 

schedules. 
“All that, apart from making good 
мам 


“SOMEWHERE in Jolo,” Net 25 journalist Arlyn de la 
Cruz meets with UP Prof. Dr. Max Jundam, 


PVAO owes veterans P17.3 billion 


By Jerry Esplanada 


(Last of two parts) 

LEONILA Sayson is hopping mad. "I 
don't know exactly who they are but I 
think I have a valid reason for being 
mad at them,” said the San Jose City, 


Anl team Report 


Nueva Ecija; native, now in her 70s. 
Sayson, wife of the late Huk guer- 
rilla Agustin Sayson, is talking abour 
the Philippine Veterans Affairs Office 
(PVAO), based in Camp Aguinaldo, 
Quezon City. In the mid-1990s, she 
filed a claim with PVAO for old-age 


с Pe 


Pierantoni said he was “already in 
paradise” 12 hours after his release 
from the Pentagon kidnap-for-ransom 
gang. 

Sometimes we lived like monkeys in 
trees,” the 45-year-old Bologna native 
told AFP, explaining the rebels’ at- 
tempts to evade capture. 

“My enemy in the morning is my 
business partner at night,” looking out 
for hostile fire, he said. 

The missionary said his ordeal was 
a “very peculiar experience" that ex- 
posed him to the plight of impover- 
ished minority Muslims in Mindanao, 
where his former captors claim to be 
fighting for independence. 

"We lived an extremely simple life. 
Sometimes, I ate mostly rice, 

AMIRACLE/AIS 


Maturan 
dies of heart 
attack at 61 


By Leah Salterio 


LEVI CELERIO's “Dinggin” was his all- 
time favorite. Sung in his signature deep 
velvety voice, he turned the Tagalog 
paean into an ulti- 
mate plea for love. 
Diomedes 
Maturan, who did 
not have to be 
known as the 
"Perry Como of the 
Philippines" with 
"Rose Tattoo" as his 
anthem because he 
‘was an exponent of 
original Filipino 
music, died of a 
heart attack 
around midnight on Sunday at the Ma- 
nila Doctors Hospital. He was 61. 
Early Sunday evening Maturan was 
attending the birthday party of Dr. 
Peng Oreta in New Manila, Quezon 
City, according to his son Dominic. 
MATURAN/AI4 


"as ultimate plea 
for love. 


in benefits 


pension as the surviving spouse'of a 
war veteran. She was told, however, 
that "somebody else—the wife of 
Agustin Sayson" was already receiving 

the pension. 
“But I'm the wife of Agustin Sayson!” 
PVAOIAIS 
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‘Ambush’ awaits Meralco at House: 


calling for a probe of Meralco's in- 
vestment in the development of the 
Rockwell property complex. 

Suplico's measure had already 
been referred to the House commit- 
tee on banks, 

"The House has already approved 
on third reading a bill that would al- 
low Meralco to extend its operations 
for another 25 years. 

House Majority Leader Neptali 
Gonzales П, who filed the bill, said 
Congress had approved the extension 
of Meralco's legislative franchise be- 
fore legislators took their Holy Week 
break last month. 

“its now in the hands of the Sen- 
ate,” said Gonzales. 

Earlier, House Assistant Minority 


RIGO 


Leader Gilbert Remulla warned that 
Meralco might have a hard time re- 
newing its franchise if it pushes 
through with its plan to increase 
power rates by 116 percent. 

Yesterday, Remulla said he would 
ask his Senate colleagues to look into 
Meralco's franchise and “make sure 
they play fair.” 

“The House approval of Meralco's 
legislative franchise came just days 
after the utility firm filed its petition 
for the rate increase. 

Bukidnon Rep. Jose Miguel Zubiri, 
chair ofthe House committee on legisla- 
tive franchises, said his committee held 
a month-long hearing on the Meralco 
franchise so that it could tackle several 
issues that were raised against the fim. 


НҮНӨ 2225. 


dling" of electricity charges. 

The Meralco rate hike petition was 
made in the guise of “unbundling,” or 
itemizing the charges, ostensibly in 
‘accordance with the provisions ofthe 
Electric Power Reform Act. 

‘The Beltran resolution will ask the. 
House committee on energy and public 
information to conduct a joint inquiry. 

The Bayan Muna representative 
also plans to deliver a privilege speech 
оп “an ordinary workers view of the 
Meralco unbundling petition and the 
Electric Power Reform Act" when 
Congress resumes sessions next week. 

On top of these resolutions, the. 
House may also investigate the rate. 
hike petition through another resolu- 

filed by loilo Rep. Rolex Suplico 


DECIAL PACKAGES PROMO 


Meanwhile, Meralco's rank-and- « 
file employees belonging to the» 
Meralco Employees and Workers As- .. 
sociation (Mewa) said they would file 
their opposition to Meralco's applica-. , 
tion fora rate increase. 

"This was announced yesterday by. 
the Public Interest Law Center, which. 
represents the 2,000-member Mewa. 

Lawyers Marie Yuvienco and 
Rachel Pastores said in a statement ,, 
that their clients have decided totake- 
the side of Meralco's 18 million cons, 
sumers because they believe that the 
proposed rate increase cannot be jus, 
tified, was unfair to consumers and. 
inimical to the national interest. 

‘They said the employees have 
vowed to expose the “manipulative . 
practices and illegal acts" of the 
Meralco management, even at the; 
risk of losing their jobs. 


By Christine Avendaño 


THE HOUSE will be virtually bombarded next week by a 
stream of resolutions asking the chamber to open an 
inquiry into the Manila Electric Co.'s move to increase 
electricity rates. 

Deputy Speaker Raul Gonzalez Crispin Beltran will fle another reso- 
filedaresolution lastweek callingfor lution seeking an inquiry into such 
a probe of Meralco's “unjustified” “pressing consumer issues" as the 
rate hike. provisions in the Electric Power Re- 

Next week, Bayan Muna Rep. form Act pertaining to the "unbun- 
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‘Inga waste bins аге easy to clean and maintain, resistant to corrosion by acide 
and salts, does not chip, crack, dent or rust. And are designed to blend with any 
‘surroundings. Conforms to Republic Act 9003, 


Call INCA Plastics Philippines for cost estimates and arrangement for company 
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HURRY!!! 
BOOK NOW!! 


PLEASE CALL ANY OF THE 
FOLLOWING PREFERRED AGENTS: 


* ACTIVE тї LIS 


{UntG13 Lower GIF ВМ СЪ AToceros 
Tal. Non 820730114 

Telex Мо: 525-7072 

Quote In all 5M Malis 
631-79081327720. 
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935.5513820.58267085 

(04595: 2028875-1878. 


*ANMA TRAVEL 
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PKG TOUR 


Tol. Nos: 727-2463 64, 7213512 
Fax No, 414-8806 / 727-7072 
Cel Inquiry: 0919-418-3406 


GIF MB Aguira Bulding 
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CORDYM TOURS & TRAVEL. 
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IMMIGRATE TO THE U.S.A. 
Crispin C. Lozano, an experienced Immigration 
Attorney in the U.S.A. wil conduct a seminar on 
"How to Immigrate to the U.S.A.” Aly. Lozano 
represents varius Hospitals and Schools in 05. 
Main and Science teachers are n great demand. 
You can save time and money on: 

+ Attorneys fees 
+ Howto find teaching & other Jobs in US. 
1 Нон to get a visa and green cars 
Everybody Is welcome to attend! 
Representatives from U.S. hospitals wil interview 
Nursos with CGFNS for immigrant visa petiton. 
‘Seminar and Consultation Oates: 
Manila - Manlia Galleria Sultes 
Apri 6 & 13, 8:00 - 12.00 noon. 
Abr 7 & 14- 1:00.5:00 pm 
Col Letty = 
Cebu = Wat 
‘Apa 8, 2002, 
Ара 10, 2002 - Consultation 
Саг Сало. (02213467901 
Davao - Marco Polo Hotel 
ADI 1, 2002; 8-12 oon. 
‘Apa 12,200 - Consultation 
Cot. Emelly- (82) 222-2408 
Fee: P2000 Seminar «snacks & materials 
S0% Discount И you make reservations 
[| Fees duo at the Hate! 
[| Consultation в optional and with fee 
Seats aro limited. Gall for reservations the local 
numbers or 
Crispin C. Lozano, Immigration Attorney 
[| 17037 Bellloner Biva. Sune 205 
Belliower, California 90708 
US. (862) 461-1955, No collect cal please 
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Córona tops list 
of $C nominees 


By Michael L, Ubac 


PRESIDENTIAL chief of. 
staff Renato Corona was 
a unanimous cholce of. 
the Judicial and Bar 
Council (JBC) to be one 
of 10 nominees for two 
vacant seats on the Su- 
preme Court. 

АП nine members of 
the JBC chose Corona 
to be a nominee, from 
among whom President 
Macapagal-Arroyo will 
pick the replacements 
Of two justices who re- 
tited recently. 

Tn an April 5 letter to 
President Macapagal, 
the JBC, through its ex 
officio chair Chief Jus- 
tice Hilario Davide Jr., 
said: "The JBC has the. 
honor to submit the fol- 
lowing nominations for 
two positions of Associ- 
ate Justice of the Su- 
preme Court, in the or- 
der of the number of 
votes obtained.” 

The nominees, after 
Corona, are Court of Ap- 
peals Presiding Justice 
Maria Alicia Austria 
Martinez, CA Associate 
Justices’ Cancio C. 
Garcia, Ruben T. Reyes 
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Clans men О nenvou o arane rnr D senner 
Corona has been MEGA = 841. 
melden куран МЕСА = 841-0646 
chief of staff (COS) since. 
she was Vice President. 
When she became chief 
executive in January last 
year, Corona was desig- 
mated presidential 
spokesperson before be- 
ing re-appointed COS. 
"Aside from Davide, the 
‘IBCs comprised of Sen 
Francisco Pangilinan, 
Rep. Allan Peter 
Cayetano, Justice Secre- 


tary Hernando Perez, 
former University of Sto. 
"Tomas law school dean 
Amado Dimayuga, law- 
yer Teresita Cruz-Sison, 
former SC justice Regino 
Hermosisima, court ad- 
ministrator Presbitero 
Velasco and ex.CA justice 
Alfredo Marigomen. 
While the SC is look- 
ing to add justices, sup- 
porters of ousted Presi- 
dent Joseph Estrada 
launched yesterday a 


 one-million signatures 
campaign calling for the 
resignations of Davide 
and Justices Artemio 
Panganiban and Antonio 
Carpio for alleged "poli- 
ticking” in the court, 
‘The Estrada loyalists 
also promised to op- 
pose Davide's pur- 
ported plan to run for 
President in 2004. 
With Philip C. 
Tubesa and Ma. 
Griselda Yambot 
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‘Make your house SAFE & look "LIVED-IN" 
even with no one around. 


ENERGY SAVING LIGHT 
WITH AUTOMATIC SENSOR 


Do 


= 2 intergrated photo sensors 
CLOR) switches on 
automaticaly of night and 
off aulomaticaly at day break 


BECOME A CERTIFIED 
MONTESSORI TEACHER 


AER Montessori Teacher Preparation of the U.S. In the Philippines 
‘A Montessori Teacher Preparation of thie 
‘Montessori Institute of America (MIA) recognized бу the 


and RomeoJ. Callejo Sr., 
former Comelec chair 
and now Sandiganbayan 
Associate Justice Harriet 
Demetriou, Sandi- 
gdnbayan Associate Jus- 
tice Edilberto С, 
Sandoval, University of 
the Philippines law dean 
Raul Pangalangan and 


Montessori Accreditation Council 
for Teacher Education in the U.S. (MACTE in the U.S.) 
is now accepting participants for its training program. 
On-site taining course commences on April 99, 9009 to be 
conducted by current MIA President, Shariet McClurkin (B Со), 
Director of Montessori Teacher Preparation of Washington for 99 yrs. 


‘Training Inclusive of: 
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lawyers Loreto C. Ata, 
Ruben F. Balane and 
Rogelio A. Vinluan. 
‘The JBC is the body 
that nominates judges to 
fill vacancies in the judi- 
шу, from trial judges to 
associate justices in the 
Sandiganbayan, the Court 
ofAppeals and the SC. 
“The JBCstarted to ac- 
cet nominations for the 
56 after Associate Jus- 
tičes Bernardo Pardo 
and Arturo Buena re- 
tired on Feb. 11 and 
March 25, respectively. 
$ 


Senate 
committee 
not keen 


on Cha-cha 


By Rocky Nazareno 


‘THE SENATE commit- 
tee on constitutional 
amendments, revision 
of codes and laws and 
electoral reforms is пог 
too keen on fast-track- 
ing changes tothe 1987 
Constitution, saying any 
amendments to the 
Charter should take into 
account “the real pulse. 
of the people, not just 
the views of legal ex- 
perts and lawmakers.” 

3 "Any consensus оп 
whether to change the 
Charter has to reflect ће 
popular will, the pulse of 
the heartland, the senti- 
ments at ground level,” 
said committee chair 
Sen. Edgardo Angara in 
a statement. 

Angara also main- 
tained the committee 
Has already “firmed up 
ils schedule for the 
short term and this does 
not include debates on 
Ghaner change 

“We cannot afford to 
бы or shortcut the pro- 
ess" said Angara, under- 
scoring that “Cha-cha 
theans altering the funda- 
трета! lawof the land” 

Angara noted that 
the committee was 
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We also ойе, Montessori Bell Music Workshop, Apri 27, 2002 
А 6-hour presentation of the Montessori bells & children's songs. 
Limited seats only. Reserve а slot today! 


For inquines, pls. contact Christine at 
Tels.: 4213647 » 4371914 + 4370530, Mon-Sat, 9 am to 5 pm 


Advanced Lasertone 
With biostimulation for 
eased collagen and elastin 
production, it dramatically 
improves skin texture, 
increases lymphatic flow, 
strengthens tissues, virtually 
erases wrinkles and fine lines 
restoring the skin's youthful 
radiance. Right after the first 
treatment, skin is visibly 
refined, younger-looking. 


Experience this advanced skin 
anti-ageing solution, 

Call Facial Care Centre 
NOW! 


ENERGY 


Facial Care Centre’s 


wind energy, Skin. Awareness | Month 


call the experts since 1976! EM 
[MANILA OFFICE | ж 
1501 Annapolis Wilshire Plaza = j 
Facial P 
carg 


11 Annapolis St., Greenhills, 
centre 


San Juan, Metro Manila 
Where Beautiful Skin Happens 


If it's harnessing solar and 


first finishing the de- 
Hates on the proposed 
ibsentee voting law, 
hich is in its final 
‘hase of being passed, 
s, Three congressmen 
Who favor Charter 
change, however, said 
hey prefer a unicam. 
ral legislature al- 
though they differed on 
what form the new gov- 
énment should take. 
{Representatives Raul. 
Gonzalez of lloilo City, 
thur Defensor of 
ойо third district and 
Holexuplcoof te ith 
istrict said a unicam- 
aral legislature would be 
shore efficent in making 
Jaws than the present bi- 
dameral setup: With 
Raj Padilla, PDI 
Visayas Bureau 


Tel. nos.: (632) 724-4812 & 726-4322 
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Pinoy lost at sea 


SINGAPORE—Two men were 
lost at sea after a tugboat, a 
barge and a small work boat 
collided in Singapore waters, 
the Marine and Port Authority 
said Monday. The men are be- 
lieved to be dead. 

Local news reports said the 
men were from Singapore and 
the Philippines. Coast Guard of- 


not comment on the reports or 
provide other details 

‘The work boat Noella sank 
with two people aboard on Sun- 
day morning, the Marine and 
Port Authority of Singapore said 
inanews release. Simon Ang, a 
spokesperson from the port au- 
thority, said further details 
about the incident would be 
provided later Monday, АР 


ficials and police said they could 
Summer 
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Abu destruction is Gloria’s priority 


PRESIDENT Macapagal-Arroyo yesterday 
said she has ordered the military to set down 
as its main priority the destruction of the Abu 
Sayyaf bandit group and not the rescue of their 
three hostages. 

“The target is the Abu Sayyaf group, not the 
kidnap victims,” Ms Macapagal said during her 
weekly radio interview, 

"The Abu Sayyaf is holding hostage American. 
missionary couple Martin and Gracia Burnham, 
and Filipino nurse Ediborah Yap in the jungles 
of Basilan. 

Ms Macapagal said she had issued the same 
directive to the Philippine National Police, 
when she designated the PNP to take the lead 
role in going after the Pentagon kidnap-for-ran- 
som group that abducted Italian priest Fr. 
Giuseppe Pierantoni last year. 

Pierantoni was recovered by the police early 
yesterday morning neat Tungawan town in the 
new province of Zamboanga Sibugay. 

"What I did with Pierantoni was that I did not 
set deadlines," the President said, "Ttold them (the 
PNP) not to make the priests rescue as their spe- 
cific target and instead get the kidnappers first,” 
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Plerantoni was recovered “in the process,” 
she said, 

“In other words, the target is not the kidnap 
victim but the kidnappers,” she said. “That's 
also my instruction with respect to the ASG.” 

The Armed Forces has deployed at least 
5,000 soldiers in Basilan in the hunt for the Abu 
Sayyaf. 

Tn the same radio interview, Ms Macapagal 
said she was "open" to the idea of holding a sec- 
ond joint military exercise with the United 
States in Basilan, the site of the ongoing 
Balikatan 02-01. 

Some 160 American Green Berets have 
Joined frontline government troops hunting 
down the Abu Sayyaf in Basilan. 


‘The President said that a second exercise, 
itis atall, would be dominated by the “civic ac- 
tion component” and specifically directed at the 
building of a circumferential road for Basilan. 

Basilan residents have been clamoring for 
such a road, whose construction has been im- 
peded by lack of equipment, Ms Macapagal 
said, 

“So if (the United States were to) propose a 
second Balikatan in Basilan, I'm open to the 
suggestion,” she said, 

The President earlier said the ongoing 
Balikatan has given the AFP enhanced intelligence 
capabilities, particularly in locating the Abu 
Sayyaf main force, because of the sophisticated 
US surveillance equipment, Carlito Pablo 


Mayor’s house raided 
in hunt for Abu chief 


ISABELA CITY—The mayor of Tuburan town in 
Basilan said he would file charges of human 
rights violations against the military after his 
residence was raided yesterday by soldiers pur- 
suing Abu Sayyaf leader Abu Sabaya. 

Soldiers from the 18th Infantry Battalion, act- 
ing on information that the mayor was hiding 
‘Abu Sabaya in his residence, raided the house. 
Mayor Dore Kalahal in Barangay Mapatag in 
Lamitan early yesterday morning, Supt. Bensali 
Jabarani, the provincial police chief, said. 

‘The elusive Sabaya escaped the dragnet but 
one alleged Abu Sayyaf member, identified as 
Mudri Musa, was wounded, a military report said 

Kalahal, who with Basilan Gov. Wahab Akbar 
went to the 18th B headquarters to protest the 
raid, said the wounded man was one of his secu- 
rity people. 

“if you can find Sabaya in Kalahal's house, I 
will resign right away," Akbar told 18th B com- 
mander Lt. Col. Daniel Lucero. 

Safehouse 

‘The military report said that Kalahal's house 
had been classified as a suspected Abu Sayyaf 
safehouse. 

In another allegedly mistaken military opera- 
tion, Lantawan Mayor Tahira Ismael claimed 
Marines had killed three civilians, not Abu 
Sayyaf bandits, in a reported encounter on April 
З on Dasalan island off Basilan. 

Ismael identified the victims as Imam Santa Sala, 
60; his wife Salama Ambang, 58; and Isnawi 
Ingagal, 38. The three were all residents of Dasalan. 

"Your men killed innocent civilians, and you 
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have the nerve to declare they are Abu Sayyafl" 
Ismael told Col, Renato Miranda, chief of the 2nd 
Marine Brigade, during a Crisis Management 
Committee meeting in Isabela City on Sunday, 

On April 4, Lt. Col. Danilo Servando, spokes- 
person of the Southern Command, announced 
that the military had killed three members of 
Abu Sabaya's group during a raid on Dasalan 
island with the help of crucial intelligence pro- 
vided by the United States spy planes. 

Не also claimed that government troopers 
also recovered abandoned firearms in Dasalan. 
Search warrant 

In the Tuburan incident, Kalahal said he and 
his family were asleep when 20 soldiers entered 

is house and demanded "to see me to show me 
the search warrant.” 

He said that the raiders started firing when 
he went down the stairs, He said he was lucky 
to have escaped. 

Kalahal said the soldiers allegedly took with 
them personal belongings and P5,000 in cash. 

Jabarani said the soldiers recovered 20 
empty shells from an M16 rifle but Kalahal said 
his men did not fire back. 

Lucero defended the raid as a legitimate op- 
eration, and claimed that a Judge Danilo Bucoy 
had issued a search warrant based on informa- 
tion obtained from a military asset that Sabaya 
was reportedly hiding in Kalahal's house, 

‘But Akbar claimed that Bucoy had denied is- 
suing a search warrant, Julie $. Alipala, PDI 
Mindanao Bureau, with a report from 
Martin P. Marfil, Metro Manila 


Blast turns 
| cons into 
$^ bloody party 


COTABATO CITY—Six 
persons were wounded, 
three of them seriously, 
when a homemade 
bomb exploded during 
‘wedding rites uniting 
two influential Muslim 
clans here yesterday, 
‘The blast occurred at 
10am, ina parking area 
in the Autonomous Re- 
gion in Muslim 


Mindanao compound 
here while the weddi 
of the son of Maguln- 
danao Gov, Andal 
 Ampatuantothedaugh- 
ter of former mayor 
Michael Sinsuat of Up, 
Maguindanao, was tak- 
ing place. 

“The wedding pro- 
ceeded as scheduled," 
sald Senior Supt, 
Sanggacala Dampac, 
city police chief. 

Dampac identified 
the victims as M/Sgt. 
Noel Bello, 40; Sgt. 
Jimmy Gaya, 35, and 
Pfc. Raymund Jopson, 
35, all of the 57th In- 
fantry Battalion; Cpl, 
Pedro Aggong, 31, of 
Task Force Cotabato 
and two unidentified 
civilians. 

"he soldiers were on 
guard outside the cul- 
tural center for the 
wedding. 

The bomb caused 
only minor damage. No 
one claimed responsi- 
bility and a police in- 
vestigation was under- 
way, Maj. Julieto Ando, 
spokesperson ofthe 6th 
Infantry Division, told. 
the Associated Press. 

Ampatuan is а 
known critic of the 
Moro Islamic Liberation 
Front, a Muslim sepa- 
тай group currently 
engaged in peace talks 
with the government. 

MILF spokesperson 
Eid Kabalu denied the 
group was behind the 
explosion. 

The Hofer Ampa- 
tuan-Bai Ingrid Sinsuat 
wedding was held at 
the Shariff Kabunsuan 
Cultural Center with 
political and military 

leaders, including Sen. 
Robert Barbers, in at- 
tendance, 

Dampac sald bomb 
experts had "sanitized" 


{0am 


FOR MORE INFORMATION please contact: 


IDP Education Australia 


Phone: 816 0755; 754 6281 / 6277 16229 / 6230 
info@maniaidp.edu.au 


Fax: 815 9875 * Emal 


the compound on the 
eve of the wedding. 

"Wedon'tknow how 
the suspect managed to 
plant the explosive," he 
told Кайо dxMS. 

"The bomb was a 60- 
mm mortar shel fitted 
with а timing device 
and trlggat mecha- 
nism, Edwin 0, 
Fernandes, PDI 
Mindanao Bureau, 
with an AP report 
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Glória tells retired Army chief to shut up 


RETIRED Army chief 
"6 Gen. Jaime de los 
, Santos got a sharp re- 
* buke from President 
Macapagal-Arroyo 
yesterday, 

w, Shetold him to stop 
lambasting Southern 
Command chief Lt. 

„беп. Roy Cimatu for 
allegedly being an un- 

> Popular choice as next. 

5 AFP chief of staff 

w "Maybe Jimmy is 

snot aware that when I 
appointed him (as 
Army chief) there was 
а lot of resistance 
against him. But once 
Tve appointed him, he 
was accepted, That's 


himself is a benefi- 
ciary of my political 
will,” she added. 
Cimatu is seen as 
one of the top contend. 
ersto replace AFP chief 
of staff Gen, Diomedio 


how the military cul- 
ture works,” she said 
in her weekly radio 
program yesterday. 
“So I wish he would 
stop criticizing 
(Cimatu) because һе 


Begin a new life 


Cure your bad breath 
No need to consult with medical experts. 
rhe cause of bad breath has been diagnosed 
апа pinpointed. 
‘Therabreath!™ 
the problem. I is 
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He said the'exten- 
sion of retiring gener- 
als was one ofthe main 
reasons why juni 
ficers turned а 
former President 
Ferdinand Marcos. 


than two months, 

De los Santos, who 
retired last week, 
claimed many officers 
did not approve of 
Cimatu's appointment 
and extension. 


Villanueva, who retires 
on May 20, 

But he is also set to 
retire on July 4, so un- 
less the President ex- 
tends his term, he will 


be chief of staff for less Cools Outdoor Temperatures Я 
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| Enjoy a very cool and refreshing, 
super fine mist without getting wet, 
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A peso versus poverty 


HAT was a heartwarming story the Inquirer had 
| yesterday: 40 employees of the National Economic 
Development Authority in Central Luzon are 
contributing the little that they can so that two poor pupils 
would have their daily allowance and continue to go to 
school. 

Tens of thousands of children of poor families all over the 
country cannot go to school not because they can’t pay the 

tuition—schooling in public schools is 

free—but because they don't have the 

money for transport and meals. Abigail 
Dychitan and Alice Dimabuyu of Pampanga are typical of 
the poor students who are forced to drop out of school 
because their parents are too poor to give them a daily 
allowance. 

Their plight came to the attention of the school principal, 
Romeo Matic, who did something to remedy the situation. 
Matic asked the employees of the Neda in Central Luzon to 
contribute something so that the two pupils could continue 
their schooling. The Neda employees immediately 
responded, donating about P1 a day to raise the P400 
monthly allowance for each girl. 

The idea caught fire, and now the Central Luzon 
Association of Regional Officers, which counts with 50. 
agencies, is carrying out a bigger project called “Baon рага 
kay Bunso." Rene Romero, vice chair of the Philippine 
Chamber of Commerce and Industries for North Luzon, 
learned about the fund campaign and immediately donated 
P20,000. We find it ridiculous, however, that the 
association members used the P20,000 to make wooden 
donation boxes instead of distributing it to needy pupils, But 
we hope other businessmen will contribute to the fund so 
that more poor students can continue their schooling. 

‘The Neda employees’ example shows that one does not 
have to give much or sacrifice much to be able to help a 
needy fellowman. The Neda employees only had to give up 
the pastime of sending jokes through text messaging to be 
able to save a peso a day for the two girls. That's not too 
much of a sacrifice, is it? But it means the difference 
between a girl having money for the daily ride to her school 
or dropping out. It means the difference between a poor 
pupil having something to eat while in school or fainting 
from hunger and getting sick. 

‘The Neda employees project points up the importance of 
education as a factor in breaking the vicious cycle of 
poverty. Think of the nationwide effect if the Neda 
employees’ project could be replicated in other towns and 
cities. Tens of thousands of students who would otherwise 
drop out of school would be able to continue their 
schooling. And all it would take would be a few pesos and a 
‘small sacrifice on the part of the donors. 


Active lifestyle 


N THE PAMPANGA story, it was a problem of two 
I families not having enough money to give their 

daughters for transport and meals. In the greater part of the 
country, the growing problem is obesity, partly because of 
overeating and partly because of lack of exercise. 

Some people would think it unbelievable that obesity 
would be a problem in a poor country like the Philippines 
where about 33 percent of the people live below the poverty 
threshold and have barely enough money for two meals a 
day. But according to officials of the World Health 
Organization and the Department of Health, obesity is “the 
biggest epidemic of our time.” And the result, they said, is 
that two million people all over the world die every year of 
diseases that are linked with a sedentary lifestyle. 

Officials of the WHO, the Department of Health and the 
University of the Philippines cited the following factors that 
cause obesity: desk-bound jobs, people riding in vehicles 
instead of walking, lack of parks and sports facilities, the 

, Cultural factor: sweating lowers a person's social standing, 
crowding, poverty, crime, traffic, air pollution and poor 
iet. 
; Individuals can correct the situation by leading a more 
active lifestyle, They can walk or ride a bicycle to negotiate 
| short distances. They can use the stairs instead of the 
1 elevator. 
| Commercial and industrial companies can help make 
their employees more active and healthier if they provided 
1 them with sports and recreation facilities and subsidized 
} activities like tae-bo classes. 
i. The government can help promote a more active lifestyle by 
1 building more parks, playgrounds and sports facilities, And it 
£ can do something about the air pollution so that more joggers 
will be encouraged to run in public places again. 
| The ancient Romans said it well: Mens sana in corpore 
~ sano (A healthy mind in a healthy body). An active lifestyle 
; makes for a healthy citizenry, and a healthy citizenry can 
| work more effectively to build a progressive and prosperous 
nation. 
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PRESIDENT Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo and 
‘Trade Secretary Mar Roxas Паге making a big 
mistake if it is true that they are knuckling un- 
der the propaganda of the foreign cement car- 
tel to impose a protective tariff on imported. 
cement. Anybody who is not gullible or stupid 
can see the manipulation clear as a summer 
day. The cartel is creating a shortage to raise 
cement prices. It wants to limit importation 
and raise prices of imports via a tariff barrier 
зо as not to ease the shortage and depress 
prices, 

Roxas himself has confirmed the shortage 
which resulted in cement prices shooting up to 
P145 per 40-kg bag in spite of the promise of 
Philcemcor, the dummy of the foreign cartel, 
to keep prices between P125 and P135 per bag. 
Subdivision developers are complaining. They 
have to wait up to three days to get their deliv- 
егез, Delays in construction raise the cost of 
the dwellings. Low-cost housing projects will 
cease to be low-cost. They will be high-cost 
housing projects, thanks to the cement cartel. 

Construction always surges in summer to 
take advantage of the rainless days. There is al- 
ways a big demand for cement in summer, Ev- 
erybody knows that. So why did the foreign- 
‘owned cement giants mothball 25 of their 37 
kilns, leaving only 12 kilns to produce the 
needed cement? Obviously to create a shortage. 
When there is a shortage, prices inevitably rise. 

But when there is a shortage, we should 
welcome imports, 'di ba? Especially if they are 
cheaper. So why does Philcemcor want to put 
up tariff and non-tariff barriers against im- 
ports? Obviously to continue the shortage and 
Taise prices even more. And why are Ms 
Macapagal and Roxas allowing this? Why are 
they falling for this manipulation? Are they 
blind? Don't they see what they're doing? 
Whatever happened to their commitment to 
free trade and competition? 

‘What about the consumers? In protecting 
the cement giants, Ms Macapagal and Roxas 
are going to put Filipino consumers at the 
mercy of the cartel. When the supply is con- 


ТУЕ always thought it was just a question of 
time before something happened to show up 
the folly of US President George W. Bush's di- 
vision of the world into pro-terrorists and anti- 
terrorists, pro-America and anti-America, pro- 
him or anti-goodness. "You are either with me 
or you are for the terrorists,” he put it at one 
point. Which President Gloria Macapagal-Ar- 
Toyo, armed with the same hubris, echoed by 
saying, "You are either for American troops or 
you are Abu Sayyaf lovers.” 

Туе always thought something would hap- 
pen to refute that monumental delusion, but 1 
never thought it would happen so soon. Or of- 
fer so complete a refutation. What has hap- 
pened of course is the Israeli invasion of the 
West Bank, which has shown with startling 
clarity that the world is a little more compli- 
cated than Bush wants us to believe. Indeed, 
that it is not always easy to tell the hero from 
villain by the fact that one is wearing white and 
the other black. 

‘The scenario at the start seemed almost like 
a carbon copy of America's war in Afghanistan, 
A series of suicide attacks on Israel, readily 
claimed by Palestinian extremists, gave Prime 
Minister Ariel Sharon all the excuse he needed 
to crush an age-old enemy. He promptly de- 
picted Yasser Arafat as the Palestine's version 
of Osama bin Laden, someone who, despite his 
protestations to the contrary, was responsible 
for the proliferation of extremist groups in Pal- 
езіле and their acts of terrorism against Israel. 
There could be no doubt what these groups did 
were acts of terrorism, one Israeli spokesper- 
son said on CNN. A man set off a bomb in a 
market or restaurant, that was terrorism, A 
man flew a plane into a building or public 
square, that was terrorism. Arafat, he said, was 
ultimately to blame for them. 

Just as Bush ordered fighter planes and 
tanks into Afghanistan to hunt down Bin 
Laden, Sharon ordered troops into Palestinian 
territory to hunt down Arafat. And indeed 
managed to lay siege on him in his headquar- 
ters in the West Bank. Echoing Bush's mantra, 
Sharon defended his hostile excursion by say- 
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trolled and cement prices rise, don't they re- 
alize that the government itself will be a vic- 
tim? Public works projects, which use plenty 
of cement, will cost more. Mass housing 
projects for the poor will no longer be afford- 
able to them. 

Why don't Philcemcor members operate some 
of the 25 mothballed kilns (ofthe total 37 kins) 
to increase the supply and relieve the shortage? 
‘That wil give more jobs to more people. But no, 
they're threatening to close more cement compa- 
nies and lay off workers instead, 

But that's the modus operandi of the cartel. 
It dumps its products in poor countries so the 
local cement companies will lose money. Then 
it buys out these companies. Once ít is in con- 
trol of the domestic market, it creates an artifi- 
cial shortage and raise prices. That's what it did 
and is still doing in the Philippines. The cartel 
owns 12 of the 17 cement manufacturers oper- 
ating 20 kilns all over the country. That's what. 
it did in Brazil. Once it controlled the Bra 
cement industry, it raised prices. Cement prices 
in Brazil, a poor country, are even higher than 
the prices here. Yet the same cement is being 
sold very cheap by the cartel to rich countries 
like the United States. 

‘That is what is going to happen to ће Phil- 
ippines if Ms Macapagal and Roxas don't wake 
up. Already our cement is being exported very 
cheap to the United States although consum- 
ers there can afford to pay more. The cartel is 
recovering its losses from Filipino consumers 
who cannot afford them. 

The cartel is also dumping Philippine ce- 
ment in Indonesia, Korea, Taiwan and Japan. 
‘That is why it has to raise prices here to recover 
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ing the war against terrorism was a war with- 
out borders. And further echoing Bush's asser- 
tion that an attack on another country was not 
an act of aggression but an act of defense, he 
defended his strikes against Palestine as de- 
fending the right of Israel to exist. Arafat, he 
said, was determined to obliterate his nation. 
What he was doing was preventing it. 

He ordered his troops further up the West 
Bank, into Bethlehem, even threatening to at- 
tack at one point the Church of the Nativity, 
arguing that the Palestinian terrorists were 
holding the Franciscan friars there hostages. 
There was only one problem. The Franciscans 
themselves, particularly their spokesperson in 
the Holy Land, did not think so. "The friars are 
not hostages,” Fr. David Jaeger said. “They are 
in their own house, in the precise place where 
they belong. It is impossible not to fear that the 
use of this term (“hostages”) is meant to legi 
mize a perhaps imminent military assault (on 
the church).” Jaeger was not under the barrel 
ofa gun when he said that, he was inside the 
corridors of the Vatican, 

‘And then the world rose to protest. 

Until that happened, Bush had been behind 
Sharon all the way. The scenario seemed per- 
fect, a repeat of a successful formula. Indeed, 
оп the very day Sharon’s storm troopers de- 
scended on Arafat, Bush came out on TV to 
demand not that Israel withdraw its occupa- 
tion force but that Arafat use his authority to 
compel the Palestinian extremist groups to 
stop committing terrorist acts. As a Palestinian 
spokesperson told CNN, how could Arafat do 
that from the bunker he had just been thrown 
into by the Israelis? Indeed, he said, how could 
Arafat, who was the voice of sobriety among a 


losses there. But it wants the cement compa- 
nies there to lose money so it can buy them out, 
It has already made overtures to Indonesian 
‘companies to buy them out. Its plan is to domi- 
nate the world production and market of ce- 
ment. It wants to be the Opec of cement, a 
‘world cartel that can dictate prices and control 
supply at will 

Members of the cartel are already the three 
largest cement conglomerates in the world. 
Lafarge of France is now the world's biggest. 
conglomerate after its acquisition of rival Blue 
Circle of the United Kingdom, Cemex of 
Mexico is the largest international cement 
trader. Prior to the acquisition by Lafarge of 
Blue Circle, Holcim of Switzerland was the 
world leader in cement production. They are 
already the world's biggest cement conglom- 
erates but their greed knows no bounds. They 
want more. They want to control the world 
supply of cement. Today the Philippines, Bra- 
zil and other countries; tomorrow the world. 
And they're going to do it by swallowing up the 
smaller companies like they did here. Like 
what they're trying to do in Indonesia, Korea 
and Taiwan by dumping cheap cement there, 

But these smaller companies are fighting 
back. They're giving the cartel a dose of its own. 
medicine. So the three biggest cement con- 
glomerates in the world have run to the poor, 
little Philippine government to ask for protec- 
tion from the little Asian cement companies. 
Its like the big bullies running home to mama 
crying for help because some little kids in 
school are fighting back. Waaahl 

And the gullible Mama Gloria and Papa Mar 
are putty in their hands, They wrap their puny 
arms around their big, muscle-bound shoul- 
ders to comfort ће crying bullies, 

“There, there, don't cry. Mama and Papa are 
here. They won't allow those little itty-bitty 
kids to hurt and scare you." 

It’s nauseating to hear that from real par- 
ents, isn't it? Itis even more so when you hear 
it from the President and a Cabinet member of 
a supposedly independent nation. 


people driven to violence by Israeli repression 
in the occupied territories and commando 
raids on heavily populated Palestinian towns 
was himself being silenced by Sharon? Noth- 
ing Arafat said could be listened to at that 
point. His very plight added fuel to fire. 

It was only when the world's capacity to 
suspend disbelief snapped that Bush began to 
backtrack and ask Sharon to pull back. Which, 
as of this writing, Sharon has completely ig- 
nored. You cannot let a pet tiger taste blood 
and rein it in, Either that, or Sharon knows 
how to read between the lines. 

All this has brought back with a vengeance 
the same questions that were swept aside in. 
the American war on Afghanistan, when the 
tears over the victims of the World Trade Cen- 
ter drowned out any criticism of that wars 
logic. Indeed, when Bin Laden provided the. 
perfect villain for a Jerry Bruckheimer-type 
action movie. Those questions are: What is ter- 
rorism? Who are the terrorists? What moral 
authority do the people who have launched a 
crusade against terrorism have to lead it? 

True enough, as someone told the BBC, 
when a Palestinian explodes a bomb in a pub- 
lic market, that is terrorism. But what do you 
call the massacre of hundreds of civilians by 
Israeli tanks and fighter planes—a surgical ex- 
cision? True enough, Israel has the right to 
defend itself against acts of terrorism. But what 
do you call the rumbling of tanks and the buzz- 
ing of warplanes by one of the most powerful 
armies of the world (an incredible feat for a 
small nation, made possible by the United 
States, the world's No. 1 exporter of arms and 
most ardent supporter of Israel) in the heart of 
Palestine—an act of self-defense? True 
enough, the United States has a right to call 
states that threaten the peace and security of 
the world “rogues.” But what would you call a 
government that backs the cataclysmic 
adventurism of a Sharon, and stops ору when 
it backfires in world opinion? 
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DURING the President's birthday celebration in 
Malacafiang last Friday evening, I asked Tourism 
Secretary Richard Gordon about what's cooking 
in his department. One has to really admire Gor- 
don for his never-say-die spirit in promoting tour- 
is country. He is gushing over the fact 
is spot ads in CNN and BBC came out. 
promoting the Philippines as a tourist destination, 
the Department of Tourism website is now getting 
about 200,000 hits where it used to get only about 
400 hits. He stressed that Malaysia, which has 
been actively advertising also in the international 
‘TV networks, spends about US$180 million a year 
on such promotions, compared to the DOT's mi- 
nuscule budget. Imagine if I had even $10 million 
to play around with, says Gordon, 

He admits that the Philippines has to line up 
to bag the foreign tourists and that мете far be- 
hind. For instance, he notes that European vaca- 
tionists would prefer exotic islands closer to their 
continent, such as Seychelles and Maldives; fail. 
ing that, they head for Thailand's beaches, and 
perhaps Malaysia's, and only if they don't go there 
‘would they end up in the Philippines. Which is 
really a pity, for as the foreigners themselves 
readily admit, our tourist spots could rival those 
of other countries around the region, 

Gordon points out that conditions are being 
corrected with regard to luring the foreign tour- 
ists, including putting the Philippines on the map 
through international promotions, though as the 
media noted, the Abu Sayyaf crisis is not helping 
us any. In the meantime, the DOT chief is push- 
ing domestic tourism, He is confident that the 
new four-day workweek for nearly 1.5 million 
government employees for April and May would 

rovide the impetus for people to plan vacations, 
Rometown visies and other leisure activities that 
would help perk up the economy and keep those 
tourist spots humming. 

Gordon has prodded various travel agencies to 
band together and come up with tour packages for 
all over the country at rock-bottom prices. You 
readers must have seen the “Wow Philippines” ads 
with tour packages as low as P1,050, exhorting us, 
“Huwag maging dayuhan sa sariling bayan.” 1 sug- 
gest that the umbrella group of Philtoa not only 


А story of clergy sexual 


HE was 16 and a freshman in a Cebu university. 
He was beset by numerous problems—failing 
grades, the lack of financial support and a per- 
sonal crisis to boot. Overcome by these difficul- 
ties, he attempted suicide, and when the school 
officials found out, they sent over a priest who 
also happened to be a psychologist to offer coun- 
seling. 

“He came, telling me a lot of things most of 
which I couldn't understand because my head 
was spinning at the time," "N" writes. "He then 
said he wanted to see me in the chapel the next 
day at 2 pm. I went to the chapel, where he was 
serving as the chaplain and he was there waiting. 
On seeing me, he said he had to prepare for Mass 
and needed to go up to his room in the fourth 
floor to change his clothes. He wanted me to ac- 
company him there, 

"So I went. He told me to sit on his bed and he. 
started counseling me. He was making a lot of 
sense until I noticed that his hands were starting 
to roam, until they reached my private parts. Í 
became confused and troubled and I couldn't un- 
derstand what had happened. I went home in a 
daze, my mind blank. felt like a dark cloud had 
fallen over me. But that was not the end of it." 

At the end of the semester, “М” decided to tell 
another priest about what happened. But nothing 
came of it mainly because, "N" thinks, they 
needed to protect the school first. The priests did 
ask for his forgiveness, but "N" says he has cho- 
sen to forget much of what happened. 

“All I wanted to tell you,” continues “N,” "is 
that to this day I still carry within me the pain of 
that experience. 1 feel violated and abused until 
now. I have also lost all faith and trust in the 
Church and in priests. I am now in my 30s but I 
still have nightmares about that incident. 1 feel 
like I'm burning in Hell 

“I hope you can write something that will give 
young men, especially students, the courage and 
inner strength to speak out against their abuse 
and fight for their rights.” 

Dear “N,” I don't think I need to say much more 
beyond what you wrote, since your honesty and 


THERE exists an office in the Department of For- 
eign Affairs called the Maritime and Ocean Affairs 
Center headed by Ambassador Alberto Enco- 
mienda, a fact that neither you nor I would ever 
have known had I not sat in one of their meetings, 
courtesy of the good ambassador. This office 
deals with maritime security and a host of related 
issues such as piracy, pollution from oil spills, 
safety of sea lanes, illegal fishing and security that 
are dependent on cooperation between the Phil- 
ippines and other Southeast Asian countries. 

Maritime cooperation involves issues of crime, 
natural disasters, human depredations, manage- 
ment of resources in areas of overlapping claims 
and so on. Apparently there are deficiencies in 
government addressing maritime issues but that 
is outside the scope of this article and besides it's 
not as though you didn't know it. 

‘What does interest ив is that we were from way 
back (and perhaps still are) “a maritime and sea- 
faring nation and an archipelago state,” a fact that 
most of us are not particularly aware of, given that 
we don't have a maritime museum that we could 

int to with pride. Nor is travel around our is- 
lands, which would be the most practical way of 
seeing a country of islands, particularly well-de- 
veloped or safe, Any reading of the writings of the 
Spanish friars lists numerous types of vessels used 
not only to navigate around but to wage war. Yet 
the average Filipino could probably cite only the 
banca and vinta as examples of native craft, un- 
aware that there were other types like cascos, 
Joangas, balanghais, barotos, proas, caracoas, 
talisays, tapaques, taratanas and juncos and so on. 
Certainly a maritime museum would be more 
educational and enlightening than another mall 
or shopping center, but that would be expecting 
too much. 

In an article titled “Colonial lighthouses,” 
(PDI, 1/14/95) we mentioned then Coast Guard 
Commodore Fajardo's idea of converting colonial 
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repeat those full-page newspaper ads, but also put 
up posters of these in strategic places. The Philip- 
pine Tourism Authority should also get into the 
action with its own ads, as there are people who 
‘want to go on their own, but don't know where to 
go and what conditions await them. 

Т asked Gordon what “Wow Philippines" 
means and the old cheerleader in him said it 
could mean anything, from “Wealth Of Won- 
ders," to “Warm-Over Winter,” “Wacko Over 
Wildlife,” “Wonderfully Original Waterways” 
For divers it could mean “Wonder Over 
Wrecks” and for water-skiers it could be “Wild 
Over Water.” Of course, because the beauty of 
‘our women precedes us, for gawkers and 
oglers it could be “Watch Over Women” too, he 
says with a smile, 

He has also extended the “Wow Philip- 
pines” campaign to specific destinations, this 
time wooing well-known local personalities to 
spearhead it. For instance, the “Wow Cebu” 
campaign will feature Cebuana actress Vina 
Morales on the posters, while “Wow Batangas” 
will have no other than Lipa Mayor Vilma 
Santos; Sharon Cuneta will smile from the 
Palawan posters, while Richard and Lucy 
Gomez will lure them to Ormoc and Leyte, 
Davao's No. 1 promoter is former beauty 
queen Margie Moran-Floirendo. 

Gordon would be on the right path if he ties 
up the local governments to his promotion cam- 
paign, and here he should coordinate with Inte- 
rior Secretary Joey Lina. The local government 
executives ought to be convinced that tourism is 
the fastest way to bring in the big bucks and gen- 
erate economic activity and employment. There 
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bravery already convey so much to young men 
battling the demons of sexual abuse. I think 
you've already proven the consequences of bury- 
ing the experience of abuse under a blanket of 
denial and face-saving. What Filipino society, and 
the local Roman Catholic Church, need to do 
about the emerging scandals of pedophiles and 
sexual opportunists among the clergy is not to 
hush it up but to talk about it in the open, con- 
front the reality, punish the guilty and protect and 
heal the innocent. Thank you, “№, for trusting me 
and our readers with your story. 

ANOTHER reaction to the column on “pedo- 
phile priests” in the country comes from a for- 
eign missionary who is due to retire soon af- 
ter serving the country for 30 years. 

“Аз a Roman Catholic Missionary Priest (I 
may just as well say: as a human being) 1 feel 
sad, humiliated and at times very angry at all 
reports of abuse, especially sexual abuse of 
children. It hurts even more if those crimes 
are committed by fellow priests, Those crimes 
should be stopped by every possible means, 
even if that means public exposure,” writes 
“Fr, H.” 

But he warns that “(a) public exposé of the 
sinner by itself does not seem a virtue. As such 
it is understandable that one does not wash 
dirty linen in public. It is understandable that 
bishops try to cover up for priests, as you 
would cover up for your husband or daughter, 
I dare to guess. However, covering up and al- 
lowing the crime to continue is despicable,” 

"Fr. H,” however, wants to also bring to 
light what he calls “shocking” observations 
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lighthouses under the aegis of that agency into 
paying inns. Although the government may not 
have thought much of the idea, having other pri- 
orities as usual, the concept appears to have a last- 
ing appeal to others. Part of that day's conference 
at the Department of Foreign Affairs was the pre- 
sentation of a group of De La Salle students of 
their thesis promoting the adoption of a light- 
house as a means of preserving these heritage 
landmarks. Congratulations are in order for 
Caroline Dy, Cristina Besas, Kimberly Ng and 
Mira Blanca Abinoja for seconding Commodore 
Fajardo. 

Given the state of our architectural heritage 
and the official lack of interest, even without be- 
ing told, you can already conclude that the light- 
houses (there are 480 of them) are in very bad 
condition. Nor can the Coast Guard (the girls use 
the word "rehabilitate") restore and maintain 
them. Required operational efficiency standards. 
of 99 percent are required by the International 
Association of Lighthouse Authorities. Ours oper- 
ate at 86 percent. You think by any chance the. 
Senate or House committee on maritime safety, 
if there were such an animal, would be inter- 
ested? I wouldn't advise holding our breath wi 
we wait though. This is probably why the Coast. 
Guard has also decided to “entail the help of the. 
community and private sector for funding" rather. 
than waiting for assistance from the national gov- 
ernment which is interested in other things. 

‘The first part of the project deals with aware- 
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should also be а lot of pride involved in promot- 
ing one's town or city. But the local executives 
should also be convinced that before the tourists 
descend on their areas they have to work hard to 
make them really tourist-riendly. Perhaps there 
could be regular awards from the DOT for the 
most tourist-riendly towns and cities, especially 
those that assure the safety ofthe tourists and pro- 
vide clean public toilets. 

Years ago, when my husband was still brigade 
commander in Laguna, I recall that Senators Nene 
Pimentel and Santanina Rasul held a conference 
in Pagsanjan with civil and military authorities on 
how to prevent some local boat operators from 
cheating and tormenting the tourists who go 
shooting the rapids in Pagsanjan. It was truly de- 
plorable to see how these hoodlum cheats were 
laying to waste a very good tourist asset. 

It seems that Pagudpud in Ilocos Norte is 
the tourist flavor of the season, as I keep hear- 
ing aboutit from everyone, including our long- 
time family friend, business executive Francis 
de Leon. They say it's like a more pristine 
Boracay. Over the many years my family and I 
have been touring the length and breadth of 
this county, including 25 days roaming all over 
Mindanao by land when my husband was 
Southeom chief in 1993-1994, I know from 
first-hand knowledge that we truly have a 
beautiful country, but I'm ashamed to admit I 
don’t know the Ilocos region beyond Vigan. I 
do plan to visit Pagudpud this summer. 

Of course there are all-time favorite desti- 
nations like Banaue, Sagada and Bontoc—if 
you haven't seen them yet, it's time, Catch the 
sunset, or the sunrise over the magnificent 
Banaue rice terraces. On the other hand, com- 
panies looking for a place to hold a conference 
or a whole-day outing should try Corregidor, 
where they have a three-star hotel run by the 
PTA as well as inns and a reasonably good 
beach, plus all the well-preserved war memo- 
rials, The firm headed by my husband held a 
two-day strategy conference in Corregidor and 
it was good because everyone was locked in 
and thus focused. 


abuse 


about Filipino sexual mores. 

“I noticed that Filipinos and Filipinas could 
never be alone, not even in the most private 
places like bathrooms and restrooms. Hardly 
anybody seemed to be ‘sleeping’ alone. Older 
men, including priests, often had a younger 
man or boy sleeping with them, Men were 
greeting each other by grabbing each other in 
the groin. Mothers would pinch their daugh- 
fare playfully or iu puaiahoneit between tha 
legs. 

“1 have seen women in a circle, while tell- 
ing the latest news, passing on a baby boy, 
each one sucking the penis of the little boy 
until the boy had an erection. All this was done. 
in front of me, a priest, without a sense of 
shame. I could continue (with similar) stories. 
My question is: What is sexual abuse in the 
Philippines? In my native country one would 
frown (to put it mildly) on most of these hap- 
penings. Lam sure that many (people) could be 
found guilty of sexual abuse and pedophilia, if 
judged by the standards used on some of the 
abusive priests in the USA.” 

WELL, "Fr. Н,” I have to say that, I too have no- 
ticed the peculiar physical "liberties" we Pinoys 
take with each other. I remember feeling only 
mildly amused when I read a "guide" for foreign- 
ers living in the Philippines about the tendency of 
Pinoy males to walk around holding hands. “Th 
is justa sign of friendship and should not be m 
taken asa sign of homosexuality,” the writer help- 
fully offered. Your account of the penis-sucking 
circle of women comes as a bit of a shocker, 
though. 

Still, there is definitely something wrong when 
a person enjoying moral authority and even a 
“holy” stature among people would abuse his po- 
sition of trust for sexual gratification. It is not 
“washing dirty linen in public” to investigate 
charges of sexual abuse and take steps to protect. 
other children from further abuse. It is standing 
by the truth and living by the word of God that 
“the truth shall set you free.” 


Adopt a lighthouse 


ness and the proponents propose advocacy cam- 
paigns aimed at the sector that stands to benefit 
the most as well as secondary beneficiaries. The 
second part “aims to encourage business and 
maritime-related communities to adopt atleast 85 
lighthouses.” Of these, 22 are considered histori- 
cal and date back to the Spanish era, 

The Coast Guard has come up with a leasing 
policy wherein private individuals, companies 
and organizations could "adopt" a lighthouse 
(and more than one, too) for a certain length of 
time. The lessee will of course be expected to re- 
store and maintain the structures and "to ensure 
their operational efficiency by providing the nec- 
essary lights." In the process he may, if he so 
wishes, "set up businesses and other investments. 
to generate continuous funds" from the adaptive 
re-use, 

The proponents suggest restaurants or tourist 
spots and “real estate developers can also develop 
these lighthouses as part of beaches and resorts." 
‘The structures are located after all in frequently 
navigated sea lanes so that it would not entail tak- 
ing a detour for ships of Negros Navigation or 
Aboitiz Lines to drop off tourists, (ог instance. 

"There are other reasons big shipping compa- 
nies should be involved in such a program even if 
they were not to profit directly. There's security 
for vessels that carry raw materials and finished 
goods in and out of the country. "More than 60 
percent of the raw materials of local and multina- 
tional companies are imported and...are heavily 
dependent on maritime transportation.” 

Then there's the corporate image they may 
wish to project. Civic responsibility and con- 
sciousness aren't all that important yet but it is the 
218: century—so what are we waiting for? 

It is expected that there would also be fewer 
maritime accidents that in turn would cost the 
shipping companies much less in replacement 
costs and probably lawyers’ fees, 


© 


MY plans for Nov. 30, National Heroes! Day, last year were 
very predictable: go home (to Bulacan), stuff myself with 
every food in sight, take a nap and sleep some more, But 
"unknown to me, my mother had other activities in mind. 

We made it to the Cultural Center of the Philippines be- 
fore my brothers could even say, “Are we there yet?" My Dad 
parked the car at 
Luneta and my 
brothers and 1 
waited at the Sun 
Cruises Inc. office. 
Peering through the 
glass windows, 1 
saw that it was 
packed with Filipi- 
поз and foreigners 
alike. 1 wondered if 
we could still get a 
ticket because our ——————— —  — 
trip was а spur-of-the-moment kind of thing. In other words, 
we did not have reservations. 

Eventually, my mother came out holding two tickets for 
each of us, one for the cruise ride and another for a “lights 
and sounds" show in the Malinta Tunnel. A lights and 
sounds show in the Malinta Tunnel? I said to myself. What. 
are they planning to do? Wake all those spirits in there? 

‘The boat ride from Manila to Corregidor took us an hour. 
Because we did not have reservations, my family and I were 
assigned to different seats. I was seated beside an old man, 
and his wife, 

We arrived at Lorcha Dock, the same dock where Gen. 
Douglas MacArthur promised that he “shall return.” Our first 
stop on the island was the Heroes" Memorial. People took 
each other's picture here and there—typical tourist stuff. 

Next stop was the Malinta Tunnel, and I could not help 
but feel apprehensive. The tunnel was so massive that a train 
could fit inside. We entered and the gates were slowly 
closed. But before my eyes were covered by darkness, 1 saw 
the familiar figure of the old man who was seated next to 
me on the boat. The look on his face and his eyes made me 
stare at him and observe him all throughout the trip. 

Darkness enveloped us. We were standing in front of the 
entrance to ће first sub-tunnels. An orange spotlight glowed 
on top of a metal statue. Then a voice started to speak in a 
Clipped tone. The man talking was Gen. Jonathan Wain- 
wright. 

‘The orange glow disappeared and another spotlight; 
brighter than the first one, beamed at a figure sitting on a 
chair. The voice of Manuel L. Quezon spoke, coughing ev- 
егу now and then. I peered behind my back and watched as 
the old man smiled, as if he knew something we didn't 
know. 

‘The statue of Wainwright was an exact replica of him. 
His voice was perfect. The way he pronounced "Quezon" as 
"K-zown" showed great efforts were made to copy 
Wainwright's intonation. But something about President 
Quezon's voice did not seem right. 

Walking toward the next tunnel entrance, I stepped be- 
side the old man. He was chuckling, and 1 looked at him. 
“That's not the way he sounded—President Quezon,” he 
whispered to me. “They got his voice all wrong. And the 
cough, it was so recorded, and sounded so fake." 

We proceeded to the next tunnel entrance, set up as a 
hospital. Old medicine bottles and medical bags were lying 
on the dirt floor, The sounds came. They were made by 
people screaming, "Nurse, help!” “Tulong! Tulong!” Others 
pleaded: "Please, my friend is dying. Treat him first!" The 
nurses were yelling above the din, “One at a time, we don't 
have enough equipment. Please!” 

Standing beside the old man, I asked, Is this what it was 
like?" 

"Yes, yes, this they got it perfect. This is exactly it..." 

He was interrupted by a loud boom, and at that moment, 
the whole tunnel shook. My heart jumped out of my rib cage. 
The bulbs inside the makeshift hospital flashed and so did 
the rows of lights in the main tunnel. More screams came, 
sounding so real. 

The old man grabbed my arm. “Hapon!” he whispered, 
But the whole thing was just a stage effect; a damn good 
one, for it scared the hell out of all of us. 

‘The whole show lasted half an hour. Two video clips 
‘were shown on slide walls in different parts of the tunnel, 
narrations and actual recordings of the war. 

‘The last tunnel shown to us featured soldiers playing 
cards, a lone sergeant playing a jazz tune and a nurse and a 
soldier dancing in the back room. The inanimate figures 
were highlighted one by one, their voices giving life to them 
and telling their story. And they had one story to tell: Bataan 
had fallen, tomorrow they might never see each other again. 
‘This was their last night and they wanted to pass it happily. 

‘The show was over and 1 was almost ready to leave when 
right in the middle of the dimly lighted tunnel, our flag was 
raised. We sang the national anthem, this time prouder than 
we had ever sung it before. 

1 glanced at the old man beside me. He was in tears. 

"itis a good show," I said, starting the conversation. "The 
lights used for the characters were orange, giving them a 

ish yet golden glow, like old movies and photo- 


YOUNGBLOOD 


Michelle Rose Solano 


We want to know what the young are 
thinking about. What are their 
thoughts on current issues? We wel- 
come contributions from the 
twentysomething and below.—Ed. 


He was just quiet. 

“The sounds seemed real, the voices, the people shout- 
ing. And the thunderous sound caused by the bombs rever- 
berated through me. They shook me every time they were 
played,” I continued. “And the props, they were authentic, 1 
knew when I saw those medicine bottles..." 

He gave me a look and I closed my mouth. “That is ай it 
is to you—a show?" he demanded in a whisper. 

"No!" T answered quickly. “It's history. Ies real.” 

"How can it be real to you?" he asked. "You feel the vi- 
bration of the tunnel but that is all it is. You know its just a 
show. You know there is no danger. Its a good show, yes, 
but nothing can compare to the real thing. No show or movie 
can capture the real horror of war." 

І was quiet. I looked at everyone. Hundreds of people 
died here, and look at us, taking pictures, laughing and en- 
joying ourselves 

“History to you,” he whispered. "My story to me.” 

He shuffled slowly toward our bus. "I was here, you 
know," he said, looking back at me. "I know.” 


Michelle Rose Solano, 18, is an incoming junior at the Ateneo 
de Manila University majoring in English Literature. 


THEY SAID 
Fair trial 


“On a pile of Bibles we assure you that this court was 
not created to convict you.” 

— Sandiganbayan Associate Justice Minita Nazario to 
deposed President Joseph Estrada. 


No time for talking 

"We've been offering peace but the communists ignore 
it. So we have to show the armed rebels that we are run- 
ning out of time. What the Filipinos need now is food on 
the table and not debate.” 
“Maj. Gen. Ernesto Carolina, head of the military's, 
Southern Luzon Command 
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Computers needed for gov't reforms Cut (Part 2) 


WHEN personal computers be- ence denied by mortal beings. housing luxury cars. S РШЕ. 5 
came familiar office [Bein Because they spell bad news. In the BIR, there is a separate LETT ERS LAST Thursday, 1 began writing about a bill filed by Sen. Loi 
А 


i i i ida which would punish rapists with castration. The 

u would have thought everyone The Bureau of Customs (BOC) has unit tasked with handling infor- Estra d p pi 
Tou have welcomed them. Spe- begun to computerize its opera- mation technology. It is an oxymo- DIY Gub дез рты Pe Lan RS 
cially employees in government tionsand it is now well into com- ron at the very least in an agency б ertalntpg the poesis of putot or арыый 
offices who seemed always pleting them. Bad news for the where the rule of thumb is to steal тина. ткы kN if the ЫЙ кау proposes s penile guillotine, 
‘swamped with paperwork. ‘vermin who wheel and deal inside with your mouth shut, hands in = isis cies en tional limelight ga птар 

Ah, but there is something the BOC. your pocket and make sure every- жойбар нк» = 
about some government offices Procurement in national gov- body is happy. How can the com- in tax administration. “| and Abu Sayyaf 
that seems to defy the revolution ernment agencies will soon be puter even survive? It is currently __ComputerizationintheBIR,Cus- | багыну While 
in information technology. Par- coursed through the cyberin- listed as an endangered species of toms and government procurement | probably effective, 
ticularly those where corruption frastructure where the protective the modern world when reforms ате essential steps in governance | that kind of castra- 
thrives well walls of transparency can drive and reengineering are turning reforms. That they will be resisted | tion is considered 

‘Computers are the dumbest ош the evil orcs of procurement- over vestiges of corruption апі like virulent viruses attacking exist- | to be outright mu- 
creation of man, What you see is. rigging who reign with impuni bureaucratic red tape. ing structures of corruption is a | tilation and would ^ 
what you get. They do not con- Висіп the BIR, the fellowship Reforming the BIR calls for the given. After all, as in the movie | violate interna- Michael Tan 1 
nive. They do not lie. They cannot of change has made very little computer and information tech- "Sneakers, while scrambling letters | tional norms about - 
recognize political patrons and progress. Very little because the nology to reign over the empires in search for clues to their quest, | "unusually cruel punishment.” | E 1 
have absolutely no loyalty to stakes are huge and the soldiers of petty thieves and corruption Robert Redford, droopy eyes in Probably the kind of castration in the mind of our physician- 
speak of. They are the last piece of of fortune are more defiant, A lords. Those tasked with introduc- place, arranged them to spell, -o-o- | senatoris what vets would call neutering or capon, and what medi 
equipment any Mafia in the pub- few years ago, the BIR embarked ing computerization should real- m-anry-s-e-cr-e-t-s. | cal people delicately refer to as orchidectomy. This procedure is 
lic service wants in their offices. on a computerization program to ize that their job is to support the Computers spill too many se- | quite safe and simple, not even requiring hospitalization. A slit is 

No wonder there are offices of the tune of about $40 million. operations of the bureau and not crets us LEUTE ver z она e M eee 
the Bureau of Internal Revenue Today, very little of that system to establish a separate agency ca- . CAIN, » mone (females actu- 
(ВІА) where the computers are makes sense. And yet the spoils tering to itself. On theotherhand, volunteer, Walang Ku-Corrupt | ally have them too) blamed for sexual aggression. Besides this sur- 

ў i triple bonia gical procedure, there is also "chemical castration,” where the fe- 
kept in packing crates, hidden be- ofthe battle are strewn all over BIR people in operations should ig campaign, | gical procedur i s 
ies л progesterone is administered every three months, 
hind stacks of ITR returns of de- the posh villages of Metro Ma- treat the “techies” as allies in a Mabuhay Street, Diliman, id which th 3 
2 к i сасы аша Quezon city | 2nd which then suppresses testosterone production, б 
cades long gone, their very exist- nila and suburbs with garages common fight to plug ag De Hanes oce url WA EL eth dogs ad CA SAAS 
E f i but humans, being humans, are a bit more complex. To explain 

nough o! this, we can look at the Italian castrato (plural form, castrati) for a 
d t case study. From the 16th to early 20th century, there were Catho- 

rawn-ou' , % lic boys who were castrated е Puberty to produce singers who 

i E Ў ld keep the “angelic” voice of a young boy, combined with the 
mourning t 

" power of an adult male 

ООСН of Rico Yan already. The X А ‘These castrati were actually much like pop stars today, idolized 
s epe) суын xe : ў for their voices, somewhat like Michael Jackson (who is not, let me 
tions, have gone overboard with | > 5 repeat, not a castrato). Women fainted during their performances, 
the constant, week-long tribute to Н wore medallions with their favorite castrato and chased after these. 
"Yah; fam the tine siting катоо E E pop idols. And the castrati were able to reciprocate, even with sex. 
the time airing ends. t j Readers who saw the film “Farinelli,” about a 17th century castrato, 

‘Donk eet ice wong. [think he E will remember what a gigolo he was, and may have wondered how 

паш о PAM 1 a castrato could have so many escapades, 
hend riui etes cages eun ‘My point is that even after an orchidectomy, a man can still have 
Mug Ср wii E } 3 sex. Were talking here about a volatile mixture of human lust, li- 
take his fame lightly. But the con: А bido and desire that transcend hormones, I should mention that 
stant bombardment of everything E orchidectomy is in fact one of the treatments offered for prostate 
and anything about him has ^ 3 cancer. Because this form of cancer is driven by testosterone, an 
started to be unnerving. — 1 à orchidectomy may help to slow its spread. 

For crying out loud, let his fam- The medical books point out that there are side effects such as 
ily and friends grieve for him pri- a reduced libido, erectile dysfunction, weight gain, fatigue, ane- 
vately. I'm sure if he were alive, he mia, osteoporosis. The same side effects are found with chemical 
would not have wanted to turn castration but in both instances, sex is still possible. The Americans, 
everything into a circus. be у d who think of everything, even have testicular prostheses or artifi- 

Its such a shame and such a F " T cial "balls" for those concerned about aesthetics. (An equivalent, 
sad reflection of the character of neuticles, is available for "fixed" pets.) 
this country. Two national artists i d ‘The fact that castration has been proposed for rapists tells us 
for the arts die and there is but a $ у that people do recognize гаре as being much more than a criminal 
аана of chats to them is om z act. In effect, Loi Estrada plays her role as a physician in prescrib- 
Жама C red Sita NE ing castration to treat a mental disorder. 


tis die i Dub and there bur. (Corruption of the best is worst’ tend to subscribe to this view, which is another reason why I 


i think the death penalty is as atrocious as rape itself we are really 
the obligatory reporting. "CORRUPTIO optimi pessima (Cor- by our judiciary against my son, tics’ acceptance of the unequal | punishing ciel individuals. ‘Chemical piecok ren is in fact offered 

It just goes to show that the ruption of the best is the worst)” along with the thousands of pris- treatment of prisoners. While | [n California not as a penalty but as form of rehabilitation to 
movie and TV celebrity is still -is one ofthe many Latin aphorisms oners all over the country, is аг Jinggoy enjoys accommoda- 


vedophiles, 
king. No wonder we elected ап [Jearned as a teenager. It wasan they suffer sub-human slum sur. tions only the super-rich can af- | Р Wm Said all that, I will emphasize that rape should not be 


kept at the level of a medical disorder. Rape involves power rela- 
tions, and is most common in societies that glorify male domina- 
tion and power. 

Interview the rapists and many will actually say they had the 
right to rape their victim, because she was “asking for it." Rape of- 
ten results, too, from a combination of other skewed power rela- 
tions, for example, the employer over an employee, the teacher 


action star to the presidency. Look example, in connection with our roundings while Jinggoy enjoys ford, and at state expenses, my 


at what this has brought us. Latin composition class, of juxta- air-conditioned accommodations son and Hubert Webb and all 

If this etter does see print, posing two words with opposite with physicians always available the other prisoners are incarcer- 
Im hopeful the whole Rico Yan meanings. I did not realize then it оп short notice to serve his needs. ated in sub-human slum condi- 
tribute will be mercifully over would one day describe our coun- On a per capita basis, the state tons. 
and then he can finally rest in пу. For when did we ever see in spends more, much, much more, Ате Cardinal Sin, running Fa- 
peace. our country a famous father who for Jinggoy than formyson andall ther Reyes and the CBCP bishops 

—ISABELLA ROA, was an ex-president and also a fa- the other prisoners. silent because they also live in air- | overastudent, an older man over a young girl; even the father over 

mysteryare@yahoo.com mous son who was an ex-town МУ son has asthma. Every at- conditioned rooms, live the life- | а daughter, and the husband over his wife. 

mayor sharing adjoining cell tack of asthma is life threatening. style of the rich and powerful, the | ^ A lot of the talk around Loi Estrada's bill emphasizes how cas- 

; rooms, both accused of crimes That is why my wife worries day privileged class of Erap and | tration, like the death penalty, might deter potential rapists. I doubt 

Incredible loss ^ punishable by death? and night about his health, safety Jinggoy? Is that why they no | it, All ur executions since 1995 have involved rapists, and rape 

| While Iseethe with angerevery and life. —— longer see injustice in the states | continues unabated, The evidence from countries all over the world 

of documents time I recall one of the earliest The optimi in the Latin adage treatment of Jinggoy vis-à-vis its | shows that death penalty and heinous punishments don't work to 

E . eruelacisofErapaspresident(the does not refer to Erap. He barely treatment of my son and the oth- | reducecrime, especially when the rich and powerful (precisely the 

IT is unconscionable that there is injustice inflicted by him directly qualifies because like the stupid ers? Have their lifestyle and iden- | ones more prone to rape) are able to get away without any kind of 
no one responsible for the safe- against my wife when in July 1998 robbers and thieves caught with tification with the rich and power- | punishment. 

keeping of the Presidential Com- he fired her from government em- their loot, he was easily caught ful class lulled them, dulled their Rape prevention comes about as we change our sexual values, 

mission on Good Government ployment after almost three de- holding stolen riches. "Optimi" sense of justice, corrupted them? | helping people to understand that without consent, sex is rape. 

documents, especially those re- Cades of faithful and exemplary refers rather to the much-publi- Is this the corruptio optimi? Yes, | That may seem so basic а fact, yet remember the debates a few 

lating to the Marcoses and cro- service), I fully agree with Erap cized do-gooder elite leaders like yes, and it makes me very sadand | years ago to amend our laws on rape when a number of our con- 

nies saying he cannot get fair treat- the heads of "civil society" very angry! gressmen vehemently opposed the proposal to allow spouses to 

Haydee Yorac, the PCGG chair, Ment from the judiciary. groups who claim credit foroust- For as long as the state treats | Charge their partners with rape? Many Filipinos, women included, 
when asked who is responsible, _, Erapneednotlookfarfor proof ing Erap and installing Gloria Jinggoy like a prince and the | stil believe a man has absolute sexual rights over his wife or girl- 
fetorted, “Who knows?" Thiskind of unfair treatment, АП he hasto Macapagal-Arroyo in Mala- ecclesiastics are silent about this | friend. p 
aoa ТАЗ the до is just to look at his son, cañang, like Jaime Cardinal Sin, singular and celebrated display Changing our values is a long-term proposition and even if we 
SE те hae E 1, like Erap, also have a sonin running priest Father Robert of injustice, Erap should not ex- | do change our culture, rape will not be completely eradicated, 

n «Into a skeptic. mese Prison. Because my son is hand- Reyes and bishops of the Catho- pect fair treatment from the udi- | Power is so intoxicating and constantly spills over into the area of 
dont Seems incredible that these Some (salesladies could not help lic Bishops’ Conference of ће ciary. sexuality. The articles about Catholic pedophile priests in the 

jocuments are not under proper burlovingygazeathimwhenever Philippines and those who  Itakethisopportunitytothank | United States have generally avoided the term but lets call a spade 
Soa etre he went to buy clothes at the present themselves to the public those who texted me their concern | a spade: these priests abused their power over young parishioners, 

Is the whole enterprise (Mar- malls), kind and gentle in his as morally blameless. Truly for my son who perfectly under- | some with sexual molestation and others with outright rape. If they 
os ill-gotten wealth investiga- ways, he is in constant danger of these are “optimi,” the best of the stood when I texted back, “Are we | had been in the Philippines (and 1 am sure they exist here), they'd 
tion) a sham? being harmed or, worse, raped by best. .. notall children of God?" be liable for the lethal injection or, if Senator Loi has her way, cas- 

—C. PAULIN, omega is one the prison bullies. But what is disturbing is their — —NING SANTOS, 46 Simoun | tration, 
@aol.com Тһе injustice being committed silence, especially the ecclesias- St, Quezon City | ^ Lock up the rapists, but explore ways of rehabilitation. Some 

i will reform, others won't. Castration? All it does is to penalize the 

Grand design to brand MILF as terrorist penis, and to divert our attention from the real issues surrounding 
power and sexuality. 

THE EDITORIAL “The wrong standard” in reporting. And the ternationally recognized human with the firm expectation that this n: Dat 
war? lam March 8, 2002 sensa- usual victims are the oppressed rights instruments? dispensation, unlike the regime of аА ORO 
tionalized a handful of un- minorities of the world. Wittingly 1 have reason to believe that deposed President Joseph Estrada, 3 
MR M ues ае = Micquoled on Шоо of ОС 
part of a grand design to "dele- agent of this world of make be- а sinister move in the pursuit of Which is true? The policy dec- THIS refers to the story “GMA dates and at this point, most of 
gitimize” the Moro Islamic Libera- lieve. ___ the final objective of the hawkish aration of the Macapagal ad- scraps heritage bodies" last March them must have outlived their. 
tion Front (MILF) in order to in Government officials and mili- bloc in the Macapagal administra- ministration that the US troops 8,2002. mandates, hence itis necessary to z 
clude it in the list of a group of tary authorities tell us in chorus tion headed by Defense Secretary are here for the military exer-  ' Please be informed that I was phase them out in consonance» 
“terrorist” organizations. that the Balikatan exercises are Angelo Reyes, at the expense of cises only, ог the claim of the пос correctly quoted by your cor- with the government’ rationaliza- 

Itisobvious the нош, which mainly "military exercises” or the civilian leadership of this Filipino nationalists that the US respondents in Dagupan City. tion and streamlining of the of- 2 
has been looked upon as an "war games" which would be country. troops are here as plain and First, I never said that the commis- fices directly under the Office of € 
epitome of media professionalism staged in Basilan and part of The MILF is a legitimate na- simple “military intervention" sion was abolished out of political the President. 
in the Philippines, might have Zamboanga alone. tional liberation organization which is against the Philippine expediency, What I said was that Lastly, 1 would like to inform, 
been elicited by a massive psycho- Itis a blessing in disguise, how- fighting for a just cause. Itis the Constitution, sovereignty and the LGCMC, like all other commis- you that 1 join the President in her, 
logical war campaign against so- ever, that the reports had fore- continuation of the struggle of territorial integrity? sions, was abolished after а rec- decision to implement the execu- 
called international terrorism. магпей us of the situation that the Moro people to regain their Ве that as it may, the MILF has ommendation from a committee tive order. 

‘This time the campaign shifts might really happen in the future usurped freedom and indepen- nothing to worry about the tasked to review the functions of —MANUEL D. GEROCHI, , 
to the MILF. It labels the MILF as and that the US troops are really dence. In fact, the struggle of the Balikatan exercises as long as the all these bodies found legitimate undersecretary, Department of 
the “real terrorist threat" with here as a form of “military inter- Bangsamoro for freedom and GRP-MILF peace agreements ате and valid reasons to abolish and Environment and Natural 
Jinks to the international terrorist vention” to conduct a military rights to self-determination has respected. The ceasefire agreement transfer their functions to con- Resources, Visayas Avenue, 
network of Osama bin Laden, campaignnotonly againstthe Abu existed long before the coming іс enough to address any problem cerned departments and LGUs. Diliman, Quezon City 
which coincides with the ongoing Sayyaf, but mainly against the of the Americans in the Philip- related to these exercises because Second, I did not say that the ——— — — — Ў 
RP-US Balikatan 02-1 war excer- MILF. pines. the GRP-MILF agreement on the executive order was signed on THE QUOTES we used to support the 
cises in the country, Does this mean the United Inthe pursuitof its avowed po- cessation of hostilities, as farasthe March 1 during the meeting held _ story premise are borne out by an of- 

The sources, which меге main- States has ceased to respect the litical objective, the MILF has al- MILF is concerned, is still hold- in Malacafiang. 1 said this was ficial LGCMC transcript. The tran- 
ly obtained and lifted from foreign laws of civilized nations and ће ways adhered to the policy of ing—JUN MANTAWIL, seere- signed on Feb. 11, 2002 and was script also refers toa March 1 rteet 
media reports and outlets, were rights to freedom and self-deter- peaceful means to resolve the tarlat head, MILF Peace presented to concerned agencies ing called by the President whiefeshe ` 
clearly the product of speculation mination of the oppressed minori- three-decades-old armed conflicts Panel, GRP-MILF Peace Talks during that meeting. Such allusion signed the executive order: Gerochi 
without an iota of verification of ties of the world as embodied in and the age-old Bangsamoro prob- — — — — — is contrary to the statement in was heavily quoted in the story, and’! 
the actual situation onthe ground. the Charter of the United Nations, lem in Mindanao. Hence, it has WE suggest that the letter writer paragraph three of the story. the transcript backs the references, 

1 say that one of the major the UN Universal Declaration of agreed to the resumption of the read the editorial опе more time. Аз backgrounder, kindly be in- YOLANDA FUERTES and '' 
sources of turmoil and conflicts in Human Rights, the International MILF-GRP peace talks as offered Не might discover yet what we formed that these commissions VINCENT CABREZA, PDI ` 
the world today is the “double Humanitarian Law and other in- by the Macapagal administration said.—Ed. were created for specific man- Northern’ Luzon Bureau 
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LONDON—Britain warned Israel on 
Monday it was playing an “extremely 
dangerous game” by defying a US 
request to withdraw forces from Pal- 
estinian territory and strongly criti- 
cized the actions of Israeli troops. 

Foreign Office junior minister Ben 
Bradshaw said it was “totally unacceptable” 
that Israeli forces had shot at Bethlehem's 
Church of the Nativity, one of Christianity's 
holiest sites. 

“q's the latest in a long line of completely 
unacceptable actions by the Israeli defense 
force,” Bradshaw told BBC radio. 

"I think the Israelis are playing an ex- 
tremely dangerous game. They are continuing 
to defy the United States,” he added. 

Bradshaw said President George W. Bush 
and his senior officials had made it absolutely 
clear that the international community de- 
manded Israel's immediate withdrawal from 
the occupied territ 

“That means today,” he said. 

Spanish Foreign Minister Josep Pique, 
whose country holds the rotating presidency 
ofthe European Union, said on Sunday the EU 
would discuss introducing possible sanctions 
against Israel if it went on rejecting calls for a 
ceasefire in the Palestinian territories. 

US Secretary of State Colin Powell left the 
United States on Sunday on a peace-seeking 
mission which will take him to Israel later this 
week. 

Оп Monday, Israeli troops fired shots at the 
Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem and 
battled Palestinian gunmen in the West Bank 
towns of Jenin and Nablus, defying US de- 


US Embassy 
mands that they end their offensive. Reuters 


Trial of Indonesia 
speaker to continue 


JAKARTA—An Indonesian court 
on Monday said the politically 
sensitive graft trial of the 
country's parliament speaker can 
go-ahead, dismissing objections 
from his defense team that the 
indictment was flawed. 

‘The case puts a spotlight on 
President Megawati Sukarno- 
putri’s efforts to fight corruption 
while trying to hold together a 
governing coalition in which 
speaker Akbar Tandjung's Golkar 
party is her key partner. 

Lawyers for Tandjung, defen- 
dant in a $4-million scandal in- 


volving the state food agency, 
have slammed the prosecutors for 
putting him and two other defen- 
dants in the dock in a single trial. 
His lawyers said that made the 
charges specifically against him 
unclear. 

But judges said there was noth- 
ing wrong with that. 

“The indictments have fulfilled 
the legal requirements to become 
the base for examining the defen- 
dant in this case. We hereby de- 
clare the trial of this case should 
continue,” said chief judge 
Amiruddin Zakaria. — Reuters 


WATER TROUBLE REUTERS 
Bangladesh children await the arrival of a tanker carrying 
water in Dhaka on April 8 as the city reels under a severe 
water crisis. The Bangladesh Army began supplying water 
with their mobile water tanks at the request of the 
government last week. 


Ban on diesel buses 
in Delhi spawns chaos 


NEW DELHI-— Transport chaos hit. 
thé Indian capital on Monday fol- 
lowing a Supreme Court ruling 
ordering half the city’s public bus 
fleet off the road for failing to 
switch to cleaner fuel. 

‘Schools were shut and long 
queues snaked from bus stops in 
the city of 13 million after the 
court rejected a last-ditch plea by 
transit operators for more time to 
allow them to change their fume- 
belching diesel buses to com- 
pressed natural gas (CNG) fuel. 

‘The арг has been spearhead- 
„inga diivé to end choking pollu- 
^ tion lit New, Delhi, rated one of 
the world’s diiest cities where 
doctor resort ymountng roll of 
people with breathing ailments. 


In 1998 it ordered that all 
buses switch to CNG and set a 
three-year deadline, 

More than 6,000 buses, half the 
number that normally ply the 
streets, were taken off the road. 
Those still running were stuck in 
traffic jams. 

"The bus came after an hour 
and then there was no place so we 
had to walk for an hour," said one 
exasperated commuter, 

Police were braced for violence 
following threats by some private 
operators to disrupt partial ser- 
vices. “Various reactions can be 
expected ranging from road hold- 
ups, mob violence and rioting,” 
deputy police commissioner 
S.B.S. Tyagisaid. Reuters 
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UK: Israel plays dangerous game 


high school students chants anti-Israel slogans during a protest outside the 
Jakarta April 8. Indonesian Muslim groups rallied in the streets of Jakarta prote: 
Israeli military’s continued strikes against Palestinians. 
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Defense spending 
across Asia seen 
ry rising after 9/11 


SERI KEMBANGAN, Malaysia—Defense 
spending across the Asia-Pacific region is ex- 
pected to rise as countries recovering from 
wounded economies grapple with new na- 
tional security concerns, an international de- 
fense show was told Monday. 

Most Asian countries were forced to slash 
their defense budgets during the 1997-1998 
regional financial crisis, but the Sept. 11 ter- 
Torist attacks in the United States had "drasti- 
cally changed the outlook toward national 
security," Malaysia's Defense Minister Najib 
Razak said in a speech to the Defense Services 
Asia exhibition, one of the world's largest. 

"With the economy of most of these coun- 
tries back on track there will be a projected. 
increase in the defense expenditure to procure 
platforms, weapons systems and solutions to 
meet national requirements,” Najib said. 

Najib said the Malaysian government had 
embarked on “major defense procurement pro- 
grams" and was scheduled to sign several con- 
tracts this week to buy new military equipment. 

Najib did not elaborate but defense minis- 
tty officials said the purchases would include 
short-range air defense missiles, anti-amour 
‘weaponry and infantry light arms, 

‘The three-day exhibition brings together 
more than 200 security officials from 36 coun- 
tries and 500 companies exhibiting their latest 
defense technology. 

Christopher Foss, an editor for Jane De- 
ense Weekly magazine, said that since the 
terrorist attacks some governments were 
showing more interest in radar and sensory 
equipment to protect their borders, airports 
and other vital assets, AP 


Koizumi ally quits over scandal 


TOKYO—A scandal- 
tainted lawmaker 
who was once a close 
ally of Prime Minister. 
Junichiro Koizumi 
and a former leader 
of the Liberal Demo- asa member of par- 
cratic Party resigned liament to take the 
Monday from parlia- entire social, political 
ment over alleged and ethical responsi- 
misuse of political bility over the case,” 
donations. he said. But he added 
Koichi Kato, who that he does not be- 
had already quit lieve he is guilty of 
Koizumi's party last апу legal wrongdo- 
month because ofal- ing 
legedtaxevasionby "This is not to take 
an aide, was called legal responsibility," 
before parliament he said. 
Monday to testify Kato, 62, has been 
about that case and under pressure to 
additional allegations quit polities amid re- 
he misused campaign ports that he alleg- 
funds. edly received about 
During the testi- $676,000 of political 
mony, Kato said he donations in his per- 


would leave polities, 
and hours later sub- 
mitted his resignation 
to a parliamentary 
committee, 

“I intend to resign 


sonal bank account, 

Japanese media 
have reported that 
Kato's aide trans- 
ferred the money into 
the politician's bank 
account from a fund 
that managed politi- 
cal contributions, The 
transfers reportedly 
began in 1997. 

Kato allegedly 
used the money for 
personal expendi- 
tures, including the 
rent of a high-priced 
apartment in central 
Tokyo for several 
years. 

Kato has acknowl- 
edged ^ spending 
about $7,500 of the 
donations in rent for 
his apartment, which 
doubled as an office. 

Under Japanese 


law, most payments 
to politicians over 
$376 from such funds 
must be reported. In 
Kato's case, none 
were reported from 
1998 to 2000, media 
have reported. АР 
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Kering lifetine memories 


We've made it 
easier for our 
customers and 
business 
partners to 
reach us 


MONTEREY 
FEEDS BUSINESS «cc, russe) 


Poultry.. 914-9274 or 914-8749 
Purefoods-Hormel ...... 914-8751 or 910-6506 
Monterey 914-8750* 


Our food business corporate offices 


Call our trunklines at 634-1010 and 635-2484 to inquire about 
any of the following businesses and products: 


SAN MIGUEL FOODS, INC. avoua chicken, PuREFoo0s сноска 
PUREFOODS-HORMEL (vcn зист нотоосѕ, PUREFOODS CORNED BEEF, PUREFOODS CARNE NORTE) 


FLOUR BUSINESS purcrooos FLOUR—EMPEROR, KING, QUEEN) 


* Monterey Farms Corporation willbe moving to JMT Corporate Condominium on Aprii 15, 2002. 
Philippine Dairy Products Corporation (POPE) remains In is current office at Legaspi comer Eagle St, Bo. Ugong, Pasig Ciy. 
For other questions and concerns about our products, please call: 


632-2000 SMC-1 Customer Service Hotline 
914-1111 The Purefoods-Hormel Consumer Hotline 


SAN MIGUEL 
CORPORATION 


are now at the 


JMT CORPORATE CONDOMINIUM 
ADB Avenue, Ortigas Center, Pasig City 
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914-8747 or 633-8686 
634-0194 
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Call 171 to enroll or visit the nearest PLDT Business Office NOW! 
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| Introducing PLOT Premium Call Plans 


ice Caller, we have the plan for you! 
Му for your DDD calls and you'll get 


More Locations. Different Products. 
Better Services. More Choices. 
This is Oil Deregulation at work. 


MONITORING OF PREVAILING RETAIL PRICES OF PETROLEUM PRODUCTS 


IN METRO MANILA AS OF APRIL 7, 2002 


LOCATION 


NO.OF 
STATIONS. 


DIESEL 


McArthur Highway, Valenzuela 
Caltex 
Flying V 
Petron 
Pinoy 
Shell 
Total 


1250 
4349 
450-1544 
1298 


} 100-044 


1250 


Potrero, Malabon 
Callex 
Seaoil 
Shell 


зи 
1238 
Lt 


Navotas 
Caltex 
Petron 


зи 
эз 


[Grace Park, Kalookan City 
Caltex 
Petron 
Shell 


зм 
ns 
Lo] 


Araneta Ave., Quezon City 


nu 
mas 
12.99 

BAAS 


LN 
2525-057 
1299 


Mindanao Ave., Quezon City 
Caltex. 
Flying V 
Petron 
Seaoil 
Shell 


А. Bonifacio St, Marikina City 
Caltex 
Shell 


Pres. Quirino Ave, Manila 
Caltex. 

Flying V 

Metro Car Care FIS 

Shell 


Sampaloc, Manila 
Caltex 
Diesel Station 
Petron 
Seacit 
Shell 


Sta. Mesa, Manila 
Cityoil 
Petron 
Pinoy 
Seaoil 
Shell 


1145-049 


(Greenhills, San Juan 
Caltex 
Petron 
Shell 


153-154 
05-08 
[rj 


P. Guevarra St, San Juan 
Caltex: 
Petron 


na 
mas 


Pasig Blvd, Pasig City 
Caltex 
Petron 
Seaoil 
Shell 


nu 
тя 
st 
13.64 


Ortigas Ave. Ext, Cainta 


зи 
ти 
зи 
sat 
1и 


‘Mandaluyong 


Kamagong St, Makati City 
Caltex 
Petron 
Shell 
Total 


Makati Business District 
Caltex 
Petron 
Shell 


Pasong Tamo, Makati City 
Caltex 
Petron 
Shell 


13.85-13.78 
зи 
LU 


5-020 ^ 
E 
1680 


Domestic Area, Pasay City 


ELI 
1355 
Lt] 


46432-1848 
1674 
1630 


зи 
1279 
ти 
пи 
13.55 


‘Along Sucat Road, Paranaque City 
Caltex 
Cityoit 
Petron 
Shell 
Total 
Unioil 


1951-134 
1345 
349-1566 


Muntinlupa City 
Caltex 
Seaoil 
Petron 
Shell 
Total 


5280-5564 
1235 

1388-131 
1348 
зз? 


LXI 
1628 


Alabang-Zapote Road, Las Piñas 
x 


4854-106 
1345 
1346-1340 
05-18 


In choosing wisely, we change our every experience of life. 
All things considered... POWER OF CHOICE is what counts. 
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US action with all means 


BAGHDAD—Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein on Sunday issued a strong 
message of defiance against the 
United States, saying his country 
‘would confront a US military action 
with all possible means, state-run 
Iraqi television said, 

"We will fight them with the reeds 
of the marshes, with stones, missiles 
and airplanes and with all that we 
have, and we will defeat them, God 
willing,” Saddam said. 

Saddam also said Iraq would con- 
tinue support for the Palestinian 
intifada (uprising) despite US criti- 
cism, 

"If Iraq had the chance, the ability 
to provide Palestinians with all they 
need to enable them to defend their 
land, sanctuaries, themselves and 
Properties, it would do it," Saddam 
added, 

He made the comments during a 
meeting with his Minister of Defense, 
his youngest son Qusay who controls 
the elite Republican Guards, the com- 
mander of Iraq's ait-defense system, 
the Minister of Industry and a number 
of technicians. 

"If half of your air-defense capabil- 
ity is destroyed you will fight with the 
other half and if the other half is de 
stroyed you will fight with daggers as 
your brothers in Palestine do now,” 
Saddam said. 

“Have not they (the Palestinians) 
fought the developed enemy like 
America with daggers and with their 
bodies?” 

Both the United States and Britain 
have stepped up the rhetoric against 
Iraq in recent weeks, fuelling specula- 
tion that a military strike may be im- 
minent. Both administrations con- 
tinue to stress, however, that no deci- 
sions have been made. 

US President George W. Bush and 
British Prime Minister Tony Blair 
vowed on Saturday to tackle Saddam 
over the threat he poses with weap- 
ons of mass destruction, saying inac- 


MEMBERS of the public file past the coffin of the Queen Mother as her remains lie 


CRAWFORD, Texas—The Bush 
administration said on Sunday 
it was not yet planning a 
military campaign against Iraq 
but was looking at nonmilitary 
options, including revised 
sanctions, to pressure Saddam 
Hussein to admit weapons’ 
inspectors, 

President George W. Bush has 
said "all options are on the. 
table" to neutralize the threat 
Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein 
could pose with weapons of 
mass destruction. But he has yet 
to persuade key allies on the 
need for a military strike on 
Baghdad. 

British Prime Minister Tony 
Blair, who visited Bush at his 
‘Texas ranch for talks on the 
Mideast conflict and Iraq, on. 
Sunday gave the strongest signal 
yet that he would, "if necessary," 
back US-led military action. 
against Saddam. 

"We must be prepared to act 
where terrorism or weapons of 
mass destruction threaten us," 
Blair he told an audience at the 
George Bush Presidential Library 


Busb not yet planning 
attack, officials say 


in College Station, after leaving 
the younger Bush's ranch. 

During his talks with the US 
president, Blair told a news 
Conference he was sure Saddam 
жаз developing weapons of mass 
destruction and had no doubt the 
Iraqi leader would use them 
against his enemies without 
hesitation, 

“If necessary the action should 
be military and again, if necessary 
and justified, it should involve 
regime change,” Blair said. 

The British prime minister, 
however, faces stiff resistance 
from his partners in the Euro- 
pean Union and at home if he 
backs any US plan to launch a 
military offensive against 
Baghdad. 

Separately, Secretary of State 
Colin Powell said on the "Fox 
News Sunday” program that the 
administration "is not yet plan- 
ning an operation against Iraq” 
and conceded that escalating 
violence in the Middle East was 
complicating “the consideration 
of options” for dealing with 
Saddam, Reuters 


tion was not an option 

Bush explicitly reiterated his 
administration's policy was to remove 
Saddam from power, while Blair, 
who faces stiff opposition at home to 
direct military action, said: “Iraq 
would be a better place without 
Saddam Hussein.” 

Saddam has refused to allow UN 
weapons inspectors into Iraq since 


they pulled out in December 1998 on 
the eve of US-British airstrikes meant 
to punish Baghdad for not cooperat- 
ing with the experts. 

‘Saddam, defying US criticism that 
his country donates millions to the 
families of Palestinians killed in 
clashes with Israeli troops, said Iraq 
would continue support for the Pales 
tinian uprising. Reuters 


Westminster 


Hall in London, April 7. Thousands of people have queued to pay their last respects to the Queen Mother, 
who died on March 30 aged 101, Her funeral will take place on April 9 after which she will be interred at St. 
George's Chapel in Windsor next to her late husband King George VI. 
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Queen Elizabeth to deliver eulogy 


LONDON—Britain's Queen Elizabeth 
is to deliver a television eulogy to her 
mother on Monday and thank more 
than 125,000 people who have filed 
past the coffin of the perennially 
popular “Queen Mum.” 

And the Queen Mother's four 
grandsons are to mount a vigil around 
the coffin of the 101-year-old matri- 
arch who helped to steer the House of 
Windsor through a century of tumul- 
tuous change. 

Ina broadcast from Windsor Castle, 
the Queen isto offer heartfelt thanks to 
the thousands who paid their last re- 
spects and gave an unexpected filip to 


а monarch whose family has been buf- 
feted by divorce and scandal. 

The Queen Mother's lying in state 
amid the medieval splendors of 
Westminster Hall has struck a chord 
with the British who have stoically 
queued for up to 12 hours to pay a 
fond farewell to Britain's World War 
Ш symbol of defiance. 

“Itisa very charming and well-man- 
nered crowd," a police spokesperson 
said of the orderly queue of mourners 
who in true British style were given 
cups of tea as they waited in line. 

After the death five years ago of 
Princess Diana in a Paris car crash, the 


royal family was accused of being 
cold and uncaring as the British aban- 
doned their traditional reserve in a 
national outpouring of grief 

Queen Elizabeth sought to defuse 
the bitterness then with alive broad- 
cast praising Diana as “an exceptional 
and gifted human being,” 

‘This time, the royal family certainly 
could not be accused of being aloof. 

Heir-to-the-throne Prince Charles 
paid an emotional and moving tribute. 
to his beloved grandmother as “glori- 
ously unstoppable and magical." His 
television broadcast was widely 
praised. Reuters. 


Car bomb blast kills 12 in Colombia street 


BOGOTA, Colombia—At least 12 
people were killed and 70 injured 
when a powerful car bomb ripped 
through a crowded street lined with 
restaurants and nightclubs in Colom- 
bia early on Sunday, authorities said, 

No armed group fighting in the 
country's 38-year-old war claimed re- 
sponsibility for the attack in the pro- 
vincial city of Villavicencio—the 
deadliest car bomb in recent years in 
Colombia, But the government 
quickly pinned the blame on Marxist 
FARC guerrillas, 

“This was an absolutely demented 


Y 


act against unarmed civilians," saí 
Villavicencio mayor Omar Lopez. "It's 
a street with businesses and houses. 
‘The damage is enormous.” 

Police said the car bomb, packed 
with 50 kg of explosives, went off at 
around 1:10 a.m. local time, when 
crowds of mostly young people were 
enjoying a night out in a popular en- 
tertainment district of Villavicencio, а 
cattle and agriculture city of 350,000 
people southeast of Bogota. 

Minutes before the explosion, a 
smaller bomb went off, apparently to 
draw people into the area, police said 


* 


Among the dead was a young boy 
who sold cigarettes on the street. 

President Andres Pastrana, who 
flew to Villavicencio and toured the 
devastated area, said indications 
were that the attacks had been car- 
ried out by the Revolutionary Armed. 
Forces of Colombia, known by its 
Spanish initials as FARC. 

“The first indications point toviárd 
the FARC. Terrorists will have pó ref- 
uge anywhere in the worl" said 
Pastrana, who last February;broke off 
3-year-old peace talks with the 
17,000-memberFARC.2 Reuters 
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‘WEATHER FORECAST 

FORECAST: The whole country will experience partly 
cloudy skies with Isolated rainshowers and thunder- 
storms. source: pagasa 
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Tagum fire kills 2 


DAVAO CITY—Two persons were kilod in a fire that 
destroyed eight houses in Tagum City early Saturday. 
‘The victims were identifed as Teresita umanagl, 45 
and four-year -oid Nelson Benson, both residents of 
Abad Santos corner Lapu-lapu Streets in Tagum City, 
Pola sald the fre started tte house of a certain 
Sayod at around 245 am. The Victims wero trapped 
insido thelr rooms when the fre spread to their 
houses. Fire investigators sald faulty electrical wiring 
might have caused thee, 

еп Jay С. Santos, PDI Mindanao Bureau 
5 missing in boat sinking 
DAVAO CITY—Five persons were reported missing 
ater a motorized boat capsized п waters ofi Malha, 
Davao del Sur, on Sunday morning. Police identified 
the missing as Maribel Gastro, Jocelyn Alvarez, 
Francisco Mercader, Ann-ann Boa and Alberto Case 
Reports said the missing persons were among the 
25 passengers of the boat, owned by one Frankie 
Gallas, who were headed for Barangay Kalbay in 
neighboring Jose Abad Santos town: But the boat 
sank 300 meters away from the Malta wart. 

Anthony S. Aliada, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


Pirated VCDs destroyed 


LEGAZPI CITY—Authorities led by Videogram 
Regulatory Board chair Lualhati Buenafe on 
Thursday destroyed, using a bulldozer, at least 
4,000 pirated video compact discs (VCDs) in front 
of the city hall, The VCDs were part of some 
12,000 pieces seized by the National Bureau of 
Investigation from various establishments in tho. 
City. The NBI has retained some 8,000 VCDs for 
use as evidence in the prosecution of persons 
engaged in the illegal business. 

Tony 5. Macasinag, POI Southern Luzon Bureau 


Teens rob Chinese family 


NAGA CITY—Five unidentified teenagers robbed a 
Chinese family here midnight Wednesday in the 
Victims house just a block away from the city hall. 
Supt. Elly Bron, Naga police chief, said the robbers, 
armed with a handgun and bladed weapons, forced 
their way into the house, hogtied Grace Ching, 45, 
and other female household members, Bron sald 
the robbers stabbed father and son Edgar and 
Edrick in the abdomen, The victims, however, 
‘survived and are now recuperating at the St. John 
Hospital here. Police said the robbers took with 
them P16,000 in cash, a gold necklace worth 
P15,000, two cell phones and clothes, 

Juan Escandor dr., PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


1,043 gamblers nabbed 


CAMP VICENTE LIM, Calamba City—Southern 
Tagalog police operatives have arrested 1,043 
alleged Illegal gamblers, mostly cabos (supervisors) 
and bet collectors, in the region during the first 
quarter this year. Police regional director Chief Supt. 
Domingo A. Reyes Jr. sald Batangas has the most 
arrests with 327, followed by Rizal with 212 arrested, 
and Laguna with 202. Quezon has 156 arrested; 
Mindoro, 82; Cavite, 39; Palawan, 5 and Romblon, 1. 
Romulo 0. Ponte, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


Summer IT clinic 


VIRAC, Catanduanes—Gov. Leandro B. Verceles Jr. 
Is sponsoring a three-day free information technol- 
оду clinic for his constituents to step up the 
development of the province's IT resource potential. 
The training will be in batches and will run from. 
April to May 15. Verceles set aside P580,000 as 
financial assistance to the participants. The clinic is 
‘open to all students, regardless of age. 
Catanduanes Internet Network (CatNet) coordinator 
Exequlal Mariano sald about 10,000 students can 
be accommodated in the training, which will be held. 
simultaneously in nine towns of the province. 

Job B. Belen, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


Protest vs water rate hike 


PILI, Camarines Sur—More than 100 members of 
consumers and farmers groups inthis town held 
a protest rally in front of the'Pil Water District 
(Pivad) office to oppose an increase in water 

and the use of water from the Himaao River 
here. Sandy Hubilta, chalr of Pil Public Utilities 
Consumers Inc., said the Increase from P9 to P14 
per cubic meter of water Is even higher than the 
Tate Metro Manllans are paying. But Plwad 
general manager Raul Divinagracia sald tna 
consumers approved the new rate in 1999. 

„ап Escandor Jr, РО! Southern Luzon Bureau 


New fast craft 


TABACO CITY—Passengers bound for Catanduanes 
сап now reach the island-province In less than 90 
‘minutes through the newly launched fast seacraft, M/ 
V Ma. Natasha. The fast seacraft can accommodate 
98 passgngers. Gabriel Bautista, shipping supervisor, 
said the бастай has five round trips dally that start 
from this уе port at 5 a.m. and reaches San. 
‘Andres, Catafiduanes, at 6:26 a.m. The last trip from. 
this port is at З p.m. Passengers are allowed to bring. 
with them only hand-carried items In the seacratt. 
Job Belen, PO! Southern Luzon Bureau 
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GENERAL SANTOS CITY—Philip- 
pine National Police Chief Direc- 
tor General Leandro Mendoza 
dismissed reports that the Abu 
Sayyaf was behind the burning of 
two shopping malls here. 

“I doubt if Alharakatul Islamiya or the 
Abu Sayyaf exists in General Santos," 
Mendoza said in a press conference held 
at Camp Fermin G. Lira Jr. on Saturday 
afternoon. 

Mendoza said local businessmen re- 
ceived extortion letters three days after 
the fire that razed Kimball Plaza, one of 
the biggest shopping centers in the city. 

But he said the letters were too in- 
credible. 

“Masyadong mahusay yong English 
ng sumulat (The writer had perfect En- 
glish). It seemed it was prepared by a 
Professional," he said. 

Owners of several big establishments 
here received extortion letters signed by 
a certain Abu Muslim Alghazie, who 
claimed to be the leader of the Abu 
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Sayyaf-Special Operations Group in the 
city. 

Alghazie was asking for P500,000 
in protection money from each estab- 
lishment, 

He warned that his group would 
take punitive actions against estab- 
lishment owners who refuse to grant 
the group's demand, 

Among the big establishments that 
received extortion letters were Hotel 
Dolores and Constar Lodge. 

Mendoza said they were bringing cop- 
ies of the letters for examination at Camp 
Crame to determine their authenticity, 

Government soldiers, now with the 
help of military technology from the US, 
are still pursuing Abu Sayyaf bandits who 
are holed up in the jungles of Basilan, 

‘The military has claimed some success 
in the pursuit operation, among them the 

в of a ranking Abu Sayyaf leader. 

Dozens of soldiers belonging to the 
elite Army Scout Rangers Battalion in 
Isabela City have started their search for 
the remains of Bakkal Hapilon, a rank- 


TRUTH IN ADVERTISING 
Why do politicians love to put their names on almost anything they could get their hands on? From milk cartons, sacks of 
rice, bags of groceries and, in this case, a roof of a complex in San Fernando, Pampanga, politicians make sure credit 
goes where it should. 


Lack of water aggravates Ecija farmers’ losses 


By Anselmo Roque 
PDI Central Luzon Desk 


SCIENCE CITY OF MUNOZ—Farmer 
Elino Pajarillo of Barangay San Isidro in 
Lupao, Nueva Ecija, planted rice in his 
four-hectare farm this dry season as he 
used to do. He expected to harvest more 
than 300 cavans of rice. 

But he harvested only 21 cavans 
which were not even equivalent to a fifth 
of the P40,000 he spent for planting and 
farm inputs. 

Pajarillo said lack of water reduced his 
harvest, 

“Our communal irrigation project 
ran dry, Our river also ran dry so there 


Pajarillo, president of the San Isidro Ir- 
rigators Association, said several farmers 
belonging to his group also suffered big 
losses because of the effects of the drought. 

He said his members used to till more 
than 50 hectares of land but only about 20 
hectares were planted to rice this cropping 
season. Despite the limited area, he said 
their irrigation supply was stil not enough. 

“There was also no water to be pumped 
out from the underground. This was the 
first time that it happened in many, many 
years," he said. 

Nestor Fabianes, treasurer of the Bical- 
Bical Irrigators Association, also in Lupao, 


said crops in 25 hectares of land in his 
area did not survive the drought. 

Greg Correa, president of the 
Panlalawigang Samahan ng Magpapatubig 
sa Nueva Ecija, said only 200 of the 500 
hectares of land that used to be planted dur- 
ing the dry season in Gabaldon town were 
used for the current rice cropping. 

He said the rice plants in his area were in. 
danger of being hit by the drought because 
of lack of water, He said the river in their 
village, the source of water for their commu- 
nal irrigation system, is now almost dry. 

Correa, who met with 15 other presi- 
dents of itrigators’ associations in Nueva 
Ecija at the Central Luzon State University 
here Wednesday, said similar tales of 
woes of farmers were heard from the dif- 
ferent towns in the province, 

He said they came to CLSU to study the 
projects they could adopt to support them 
now that their rice cropping failed. 

“We have to look for new sources of 
livelihood to tide us over for the next 
palay cropping,” Correa said. 

Dr, Rodolfo Undan, CLSU president 
and former head of the National Irriga- 
tion Administration, presented them with 
livelihood projects that they could adopt. 

Undan also showed the farmers some 
irrigation models using the pressurized 
irrigation system to help maximize the 
use of water, 

John Prindiana, irrigation develop- 
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of GenSan malls, says PNP 


ing Abu Sayyaf leader in the province. 

Capt. Harold Cabunoc, chief of the 
10th Scout Ranger Company, said they 
believed that Bakkal, younger brother 
of Isnilon Hapilon, was killed after suf- 
fering serious wounds during a March 
23 encounter here. 

“We've heard that Bakkal died in 
Barangay Marang-marang and that his 
body was reportedly buried there,” 
Cabunoc told the Inquirer. 

Cabunoc said based on reports they 
gathered, Bakkal died on March 25 
from lack of medical attention. 

Shortly after the March 23 encounter, 
an emissary, allegedly acting on Bakal's 
request, talked with military officials 
about the possibility of the wounded 
bandit leader being taken to a hospital. 

During earlier negotiations, the emis- 
sary said Bakkal was willing to release 
local nurse Ediborah Yap in exchange 
for his treatment. 

Col. Danilo Servando, Southern 
Command spokesperson, said the mili- 
tary was willing to treat the Abu Sayyaf 
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ment officer in the provincial irrigation 
office, said in Carranglan, Lupao and Sto. 
Domingo towns and in Muñoz and San 
Jose City, only 560 of the 1,700 hectares 
of rice land supported by the communal 
irrigation system were planted to rice this 
cropping season. 

The reason cited by the farmers was 
lack of adequate water supply. 

In other areas of Nueva Ecija, officials of 
the Upper Pampanga River Integrated Irri- 
gation Systems said several farmers were 
caught illegally pumping irrigation water 
from the canals of the Pantabangan Dam. 

The illegal pumping of water, they said, 
has triggered complaints from other farm- 
ers whose rice fields are in the upper areas. 

They said water could hardly reach 
their farms because ofthe illegal pumping 
of water from the canals, 

“They want their rice land to be 
flooded, that’s why they are resorting to 
illegal pumping of water from the canals. 
‘They are supposed to wait for their turn in 
the rotation basis being done by our field 
officials,” said Proceso Domingo, UPRIIS 
project manager. 

The fear that there may not be enough 
water to support standing crops during 
the drought has been forcing farmers to 
"steal" water, Domingo said. 

He said the Pantabangan Dam is sup- 
porting 76,000 hectares of rice land in 
Nueva Ecija. 


leader, but that Yap should be released 
first before any arrangement could be 
discussed. 

Lt. Gen, Roy Cimatu, Southern Com- 
mand chief, said after treatment, the Abu 
Sayyaf leader would have to face charges. 
for his involvement in several abductions, 

The talk did not prosper and 
Cabunoc said Bakkal was forced to seek 
treatment from a local faith healer, 

“We are not saying that his death was 
confirmed that's why we are trying to 
locate his graveyard,” Cabunoc said. 

Col. Alexander Aleo, commander of 
the Army's 103rd Infantry Brigade, said 
the absence of engagements between 
the military and the bandits from 
March 24 could be attributed to 
Bakkal's reported death. 

"He was the fighter among the 
group, and we learned that he led the 
previous encounters, so probably he is 
already dead. But we have to get confir- 
mations," Aleo said. Julie S. Alipala 
and Aquiles Z. Zonio, PDI 
Mindanao Bureau 


Tourism income 
triples in 
Western Visayas 


By Nestor P. Burgos Jr. 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


ILOILO CITY—Tourism posted а 
hefty growth in Western Visayas 
last year when most sectors of the 
economy in the region struggled 
amid the financial crisis. 

Income from tourism nearly 
tripled from P4.346 billion in the 
year 2000 to P11.681 billion last 
year, according to the 2001 re- 
port released by the National Eco- 
nomic Development Authority in 
Western Visayas (Neda-6). 

The report showed 628,920 
tourists went to the region last 
year, 10.16 percent higher than 
570,898 tourists in 2000. 

Quoting reports from the tour- 
ism department, domestic tour- 
ists comprised the bulk of visitors 
(524,292) while there were at 
least 104,638 foreign visitors. 

Rowena Regalado, executive 
director ofthe oilo Business Club 
(IBC), said the figures reflected 
the state of tourism in Boracay, 

The IBC is composed of 
around 90 senior executives of 
business firms here. 

Despite the positive figures in 
tourism, she added, the business 
sector here expects “tougher 
times ahead.” 

She said the unresolved Abu 
Sayyaf hostage crisis and the Sept. 
11 terror attacks are still hurting 
economic recovery efforts. 

‘The Neda report showed other 
businesses performed poorly. 

Prices of basic commodities ac- 
celerated during the year with the 
average inflation rate reaching 
5.2 percent. This is higher than 
377 percent in 2000. 

Prices of food, mainly dairy, 
poultry and canned goods, rose 4.2 
percent from 2.7 percent in 2000. 

Prices of other items rose 6.7 
percent from 5.4 percent last year. 

‘While employment improved 
slightly in the region from 88.1 
percent in 2000 to 88.7 percent 
last year, unemployment contin- 
чей to hound urban areas. 

‘The Department of Labor and 
Employment in Western Visayas 
said 165 firms either closed shop 
or retrenched. Most of these firms 
were in the wholesale and retail 
trade, finance, insurance, real es- 
tate and business services, com- 
munity, social and personal ser- 
vices and manufacturing sectors 


8 drug suspects arrested in police raid in Palawan 


PUERTO PRINCESA CITY—Elements 
ofthe Philippine National Police Task 
Force Banat arrested eight persons in 
Coron, Palawan, on Good Friday for 
possession of shabu and illegal pos- 
session of firearms, a police report. 
said. 

Insp. Edgardo Jagmis, task force 
leader, identified the suspects аз 
Boboy б. Diaz, Sylvia Lim alias Bambi 
‘Lim, Mario Gesta alias Maloc, Jesus 
Vinluan alias Etot and Glenn, Ricardo 
Ре alias Eddie Pe, Genaro Vinluan 
alias Maru, Кое Ное la Cruz alias 
Junior, and Lenlen de la Cruz, all resi- 
dents of Coron, Palawan. 


They were separately arrested at 3 
p.m., March 29, in Barangays 3, 5, 
Guadalupe and Tagumpay and charged 
with violation of the Dangerous Drugs 
‘Act and the law against the illegal pos- 

n of firearms. 

Lim was reportedly able to post bail of 
40,000 and is now back home in Coron. 

She was reported to be a close rela- 
tive of Gov. Joel T. Reyes. 

Palawan provincial information of- 
ficer Rolando Bonoan confirmed the 
reports but he said the governor has 
ordered the prosecution "even of rela- 
tives to rid the municipality of drug 
abuse problems." 


Reyes is the chair of the Palawan 
Anti-Drug Abuse Program established 
under Provincial Ordinance No. 596. 

Based on PNP records, Coro 
sidered one of the municipalities hav- 
ing the most serious drug problem in 
the province, 

An Inquinen source, however, said 
the police did not weigh the amount 
of shabu seized from the suspects and 
could not give details of how much the 
seized drugs cost. 

The apprehending team was com- 
posed of PNP personnel from the police 
stations of Coron, Balabac, Taytay and 
Puerto Princesa City. 


PNP Palawan OIC-provincial direc- 
tor Senior Supt, Michael Garaez said 
he fielded policemen from other 
towns and the city of Puerto Princesa 
because Coron police alone could not. 
effect the arrest warrant because they 
were identified by the suspects. 

Seized from the group were packs of 
metamphetamine hydrochloride or 
shabu and one .38-cal. revolver and 
live ammunition for different firearms. 

The suspects were brought to this 
city last Saturday and, except for Lim, 
are now detained at the PNP provincial 
headquarters. Geraldford P. Тіске, 
PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 
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grotto. The extent of damage was 
^ not immediately clear. 
2 Condemnation of the Israeli as- 
salt was immediate. 
4. Fr. David Jaeger, spokesperson 
1 ог custodians of Catholic sites in 
«the Holy Land, who is currently in 
tome, told Reuters he had been in- 
formed by phone that Israeli troops 
had begun firing on theconventand 
thata fire had started. 
+ “This is an act of indescribable 
+: barbarity,” the priest said. It is a vio- 
5; lation of every law of humanity and 
civilization. It is a violation of the 
explicit and repeated public and 
г diplomatic guarantees of the State 
of srael with consequences that will 
+ be long-term and incalculable.” 
v. , "We put our trust in God and we 
appeal to the whole world to con- 
у demn this act and stop this behav- 
T jor from continuing,” Jaeger added. 
* Tn London, Ben Bradshaw, 
Britain's foreign office minister in 
charge of the Middle East, told BBC 
radio that this was “the latest in a 
long line of completely unaccept- 
able actions by the Israeli defense 
* force.” 

“The Israelis are playing an ex- 
‘tremely dangerous вате," 
«Bradshaw told BBC radio. "They are 
«continuing to defy the United 

States, not only President (George 
‘+ W.) Bush and (Secretary of State) 
Colin Powell. More recently (Na- 
"tional Security adviser) Condoleeza 
Rice made it absolutely clear that 
+ what the international community 
demands is immediate withdrawal 
from the occupied territories, That 
means today." 

Powell left Washington for the 
! Middle Bast Sunday. (See story on 

this page.) 

Early Monday, helicopter gun- 
+ ships fired missiles into a West Bank 

refugee camp on the western edge 
of the city of Jenin, witnesses said. 

The attack came after troops 

used loudspeakers to wam militants 
about the attack and urge them to 
surrender, witnesses said 

Workers at a hospital near the 


raragana anenai wea 


camp said 18 or 19 missiles had 
been fired at the camp, where some 
of the fiercest fighting had occurred 
during Israel's 11-day offensive in 
the West Bank, 

"The workers said Israeli troops 
took a wounded elderly man to the 
hospital during the missile attack. 

The military would not comment 
onthe fighting, but military sources 
said about 150 men in the camp sur- 
rendered their weapons to soldiers 
shortly after midnight Monday. 

But Jamal Abdel Salaam, a 
Hamas militant group leader inside. 
the camp, said the militants had not. 
surrendered and were ready to fight 
to the death. 

Stun grenade 

A Palestinian policeman, who 
only gave his first name, Salah, said 
the fire in the convent was caused 
byastun grenade that Israeli troops 
tossed into the besieged compound. 

Salah said that when a Palestin- 
ian policeman, 23-year-old Khaled 
Syam, went to put out the fire, an 
Israeli soldier shot him in the head, 

Israeli troops stopped and 
searched a car full of Palestinian 
firefighters who came to extinguish 
the blaze. The firefighters were 
eventually allowed to goto Manger 
Square and put out the fire, but 
were not allowed to go inside the 
compound, Salah said. 

But the israeli military said Pal- 
estinians fired assault rifles and 
tossed grenades from the church 
compound at two Israeli observa- 
tion posts on Manger Square, 
‘wounding two soldiers. 

“Troops returned fire, and the 
shooting and grenades set severa] 
fires, che military said. 

Fr. Ibrahim Faltas, the superior 
ofthe Franciscan community in the 
church, said that he had heard 
shooting and explosions but could 
mot identify the source of the gun- 
fire and blasts 

Israeli forces moved into 
Bethlehem shortly after beginning 
their 11-day-old offensive in the 
West Bank, an operation that is tar- 
geting militant networks blamed for 
а series of suicide bombings in Is- 
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Israeli assault an ‘act of indescrib 


Powell's peace journey 
begins in Morocco 


WASHINGTON—US Secretary of 
State Colin Powell left here late 
Sunday on a delicate diplomatic 
mission to the Middle East aimed at 
pulling Israelis and Palestinians 
‘back from the brink of all-out war. 

Powell flew out shortly after 10 
p.m, (0200 GMT, Monday) en 
route to Morocco where he will be- 
gin the first phase of his trip, seek- 
ing support from moderate Arab 
states for President George W. 
Bush's vision for the Middle Eas 

He also has stops planne. 
Egypt, Spain and Jordan ahead of 
his arrival in Israel expected late 
this week. 

‘That itinerary has angered many 
Palestinians, who fear Israel will re- 
double its military action until 
Powell arrives, 

“Powell could be here today. 
Why the delay?" Arab Israeli MP 
‘Azmi Bishara told CNN. 

In Morocco, Powell is to discuss 
the situation with King Mohammad 
VI as well as Saudi Crown Prince 
Abdullah bin Abdul Aziz, the author 


rael and that has trapped Palestin 
ian leader Yasser Arafat in his head- 
quarters in Ramallah. 

More than 200 armed Palestin- 
ians, including police and militi: 
men, have been holed up for seven 
days inside the church along with 
40 Franciscan monks and four nuns. 

Israeli soldiers have been using 
loudspeakers to demand that the 
gunmen surrender, but they have 
refused to come out, 

The Israeli army has sald troops. 
would not storm the church. 

UN demand 

At the United Nations, the UN 
Security Council met Sunday for the 
fourth time in eight days to discuss 
the Israeli-Palestinian crisis and 
again demanded Israel's immediate 
‘withdrawal from the West Bank. 


ofa blueprint for Middle East peace 
endorsed by the Arab League that 
Washington hopes will be a catalyst 
for movement toward an Israeli- 
Palestinian truce. 

Powell will then head to Egypt for 
talks with President Hosni Mubarak, 
before briefly leaving the region for 
talks with European officials, UN 
chief Kofi Annan and Russian For- 
eign Minister Igor Ivanov in Madrid. 

Hethen retums to the Middle East 
with a stop in Jordan ahead of an as 
yet undetermined stay in Israel. 

Before leaving, Powell and other 
US officials stepped up pressure on 
Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon 
towithdraw his troops from the Pal- 
estinian territories, where they 
have been on a military offensive of 
more than a week. 

“What (President Bush) asked 
Prime Minister Sharon to do was to 
begin the process of withdrawal 
and to do it now,” Powell said on 
“Fox News Sunday.” He added: 
"Tim pleased to hear that the prime 
minister says he is expediting his 
operations. 


This month's council president, 
Sergei Lavrov, Russia's ambassador 
to the United Nations, told report- 
ers after three hours of consulta- 
tions behind closed doors that the 
council would hold a formal public 
meeting scheduled for 2000 GMT 
Monday. 

‘The last such meeting, held on 
‘Thursday, lasted an entire day and 
drew about 50 speakers including 
the 15 council members. 

Diplomats said the council would 
meet separately in private with the 
Israeli ambassador to the UN, 
Yehuda Lancry, and the Palestinian 
observer, Nasser Al-Kidwa, before 
the public meeting. 

"Council members are deeply 
disturbed by the failure to imple- 
ment (Resolutions) 1397, 1402 and 


Arlyn can be released for P1M, says Sen. Noli 
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‘Zamboanga City while on her way 
to Basilan more than two months 
ago. 

Lakandula reportedly belongs to 
a group led by a certain Ronnie, 
who, in turn, receives orders from а 
PNP lieutenant who is a Moro Na- 
tional Liberation Front integree." 
De Castro said it was the wed- 
ding sponsor, who asked to be iden- 
, tified only as "ninang," who con- 
veyed to him the lowered ransom 
demand. He added that the initial 
payment of P1 million would be se- 
cured bya"gentlemaris agreement" 
regarding the rest of the ransom. 
De la Cruz's disappearance has 
spawned various theories, some of 
+ them as controversial and compli- 
cated as the stories she has covered. 
It is her perceived closeness to 
the Abu Sayyaf, however, that lies 
atthe center of the controversy. 
After she disappeared, Armed 
Forces spokesperson Brig. Gen. 
Edilberto Adan said: "Because of 
our knowledge and experience in 
* the past... some of our men think 
that this could be another one ofher 
‘operations, She is very resourceful, 
"a smart reporter. She knows her 
way... we hope that she is safe and 
ош troops have been told to look 
! for her.” 

‘+ "Inher upcoming book, “My Affair 
with the Abu Sayyaf: A Journalists 
Story," Arlyn describes her relation- 
ship with the Abu Sayyaf. She de- 

“nies she had been “coddling” the 

* bandit group, and said it was her 

way of getting stories and develop- 

$ ing sources that made the Abu 
©; Sayyaf trust her. 

& Lady Luck 

How itall started was a matter of 

«i luck. On a ferryboat going to 
Basilan in the mid-19905, she was 

st. pondering howto get inside the Abu 
Sayyaf lair when she "happened to 
have a talk with a fellow passenger 
who would prove to be a major in- 
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use of the human potential of 
* older people, will help to meet 
the possible costs deriving from 
‘the new population structure," he 
said in opening remarks. 
Developing countries, where 
the percentage of older persons 
is lower now but growing much 
faster than in the West, face the 
same challenges on top of cur- 
rent problems of poverty, HIV/ 


termediary," according to Inq7 edi- 
tor in chief Getsy Selirio. 

“If you've met Arlyn, you 
wouldn't be surprised since she can 
make anyone—yes, even Abu 
Sabaya— feel comfortable just by 
plain talk," Selirio wrote in "Know- 
ing Arlyn de la Cruz." 

Selirio said that"on first meeting, 
Айуп strikes one as a very normal 

ir] with a sunny disposition and 
charming smile." 

“Нег real persona is a far cry 
from what military intelligence re- 
ports have portrayed her to be, that 
is, as a 'coddler of terrorists or the 
"wife/gitfriend' of Abu Sayyaf Amir 
Khadaffy Janjalani," she said. 

To those who know De la Cruz, 
she is simply a reporter who loves a 
"good scoop.” But De la Cruz, a 
member of the Iglesia ni Cristo, told 
Selirio that she had “never compro- 
mised her faith, her womanhood or 
her family, just so she could get the 
story.” 

Her close association with the 
‘Abu Sayyaf has caused the military 
to tag her as “one of them,” but 
Arlyn has denied this. 

“Lam not one of them. Lam nota 
supporter. I am not a believer (in) 
their cause,” she said in her book's 
introduction. 

Having covered the Abu Sayyaf 
for many years, she concluded that 
the group was not driven solely by 
ransom money. Their problem was 
much deeper—tied to the centuries- 
old oppression experienced by 
marginalized Muslims їп 
Mindanao. 

Khadaffy’s call 

De la Cruz calls Abu Sayyaf 
leader Khadafly Janjalani “Daf” ог 
"Khaddy." 

She recalls an unusual phone. 
conversation with "Daf" sometime 
in 1997 (the excerpt first appeared 
in an Inq? special): 

“This is Daf.” 

‘The voice on the other line was 


need me... 


rapid that they don't have time 
to prepare,” said Esther Canja, 
president of the US advocacy 
group AARP, in an interview. 
"They are going to find . 
families cannot do it all 

The assembly, following up 
оп one 20 years ago, plans to 
adopt a document totaling 
more than 50 pages "to pro- 


hardly audible, I was a bit tense, 
about to leave for the day's news 
coverage. "Can you speak louder 
please?" 

The next words were clearer and. 
1 almost saw him—Khadaffy 
Janjalani—half smiling. 

“Daf, how are you? Its been a 
‘month since you last called." It was 
June or July of 1997, and Iwas talk- 
ing to the younger brother of Ustadz. 
 Abdurajak Janjalani, the leader of 
the terrorist group Abu Sayyaf. At 
that time, the older Janjalani was 
still alive and his younger brother 
(had) yet to take on the leadership 
of the Muslim rebel group. 

Daf wasted no time in relaying 
his message. "Lam getting married. 
Twant you to be here," he said flatly. 

1 kidded him, "So what do you 
‘want me to do? Fly there and stop. 
the wedding, or be your god- 
mother?" 

He did not respond. 

Т continued, obivious of the si- 
lence on the other end of the line. 1 
kidded him: “Will you pay for my 
plane ticket if 1do so? Who is the 
lucky girl?" 

His nextstatement caught me by 
surprise. "Why are you happy? із 
that all you'll tell me? Why are you 
notalfected?" 

I tried to make sense of what he 
was saying. I refused to directly re- 
spond to what he was trying to im- 
ply. The very thought of it scared 
те in more ways than one. It was 
my turn to be silent. 

“This was something that маз 
planned since I was a kid, part of 
tradition. But ! can get out of this 
situation, Гов, you'll tell me so." 

"My wedding is scheduled to- 
morrow. Everything has been set,” 
hecontinued. 

1 felt as if he was pressuring me 
to say something that he knew very 
well I (could not live up to). 

“Then get married. Go. Get mar- 
ried,” I said in a (higher-pitched) 
voice. 


^1 promise you, I will be the best 
husband there is, a good provider 
and a friend to both my would-be 
wife and children.” 

After he uttered those words, 1 
heard a busy tone on the phone. He 
(had) hung up. 

Brother, sister 

In her book-in-progress, De la 
Cruz explained the strange call: “I 
was 27 then and he was only 22 at 
that time, (It was) a brother-sister 
kind of relationship for most parts. 
Except for that one confusing call.” 

“have yet to ask him what that 
call really meant on his part. If it 
(had been) a turning point in his 
life, I wouldn't want to know (but 1 
feel) partly responsible for every- 

ig that he is right now,” she said. 

"Even if (had given) a different 
response then, eventually, he would 
still end цр... where he is right 
now: leader of the dreaded group 
Abu Sayyaf. Or so I would like to 
assure myself now.” 

"Minus that episode in our rela- 
tionship, I would say, yes, Khaddy 
and I ate good friends.” 

Dela Gruzsaid she and the young 
Janjalani went beyond the journal- 
ist-source” relationship because 
“there was a period in his life that 
he was just an ordinary resident of 
Basilan who regularly (updated) 
me on his personal life.” 

“Не too was as concerned about 
the very colorful twists and turns 
(in) my own personal life. I was his 
Ate Helen Vela, He was my Joe D' 
Mango,” De la Cruz wrote. 

In 1995, she snagged her first 
exclusive interview with Abu Sayyaf 
hostages—a group of surveyors. " 

“As for Khadaffy, the only words 
that he uttered to me at that time 
were these: ‘Puede kang bumalik, 
anytime. (You can come back any- 
time)," she wrote. 

‘This was a “one-liner that traces 
the start of this unique friendship," 
she said, 


Ider! 


that 


> 
ua e 


mote the development of a so- 
ciety for all ages." 
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is almost irreversible 
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g with Israel by Muslim students in 


Jakarta where they hold a demonstration on Monday in front of 


the US Embassy. 


1403," Lavrov said. "There must be 
а ceasefire, and Israel must with- 
drawits forces from Palestinian cit- 
ies without delay." 

Resolution 1402, adopted March 
30, called on both sides to “move 
immediately toward a meaningful 
ceasefire” and on Israeli forces to 
pull uto cities including Ramallah, 

On Thursday, the council 
unanimously adopted Resolution 
1403, demanding “the implemen- 
tation ofits Resolution 1402 with- 
out delay.” 

Resolution 1397, adopted March 
12, was the first in the council's his- 
tory to refer to à Palestinian state, 
living side by side with Israel in se- 
cure and recognized borders. 

Italso demanded immediate ces- 
sation ofall acts of violence, includ- 
ing acts of terror, provocation, in- 
citement and destruction," and 
called upon Israel and the Palestin- 
ans to take steps toward resuming 
peace talks, 

Lavrov said council members 
"believe that the continuation of 
violence by the power in control of 
events on the ground is unaccept- 
able.” 

He said the council members 
were insisting on “full implementa- 
tion by the parties of its resolu- 
tions,” and were calling on both 
sides “to cooperate fully and in good 
faith” with US Secretary of State 
Powell and other envoys. 

Lavrov also said the council was 


[ 


“seriously concerned” about “the 
further deterioration of the situa 

п on the ground, the violation of 
international humanitarian law in 
the Palestinian territories, includ- 
ing many victims among the civil- 
ian population, and the threat of 
destruction of the Palestinian Na- 
tional Authority." 

Torture 

In Jerusalem, the Israeli human 
rights group B'Tselem accused Is- 
rael on Sunday of grave offenses 
during its military offensive in the 
West Bank, including torture, loot- 
ing, and using civilians in military 
operations. 

Also Sunday, Physicians for Hu- 
man Rights called on the World 
Health Organization to declare the. 
Palestinian territories a "human di- 
saster zone." 

B'Tselem said it had reports that 
Palestinians detained at a West 
Bank military camp were beaten 
while questioned. The men were. 
arrested during Israeli searches for 
suspected militants in Palestinian. 
towns and cities. 

“The information we are getting 
is from Israeli soldiers in the camp,” 
B'Tselem director Jessica Montell 
told reporters. 

‘The Israeli Prime Minister's Of- 
fice said no interrogations and no 
torture were going on at the 
camp. 

Reports from Inqumm wires 


Maturan dies... 


From page Al 

“We just got a call that he had a 
heart aitack and was brought to the 
hospital" Dominic, 31, told the In- 
шев. “He died at around mid- 
night" 

Tt was his second attack. 

Just last week Maturan, along 
with kundiman artist Ric Manrique 
Jr. kept vigil at the wake of National 
‘Artist Levi Celerio in Funeraria Pazin 
Quezon City. 

Celerio's daughter Olivia was 
overjoyed at Maturan’s presence. 

“Now I know how much he loves 
my father,” she said in Filipino. "For 
the longest time, Maturan was not 
seen in public. But he's here." 

Ina short interview that Wednes- 
day night, Maturan described 
Celerio as "ike a father, who would 
scold us now and then.” 

He said he had learned so much 
from Celerio—from entertaining the 
public to choosing the songs to sing. 

He recorded the countless Celerio 
songs with “Dinggin” as his favorite, 
Maturan said. 

Dominic, who works for China 
Airlines, remembers Maturan as а 
concerned and loving person, “not 
strict.” 

‘He worked to give us what we 
wanted," the son said, "He did every- 
thing to make his family happy. 
Whenever I would call him to bring 
us pizza, he would buy pizza on his 
way home . . . We were often mis- 
taken as brothers, so would simply 

Took old or my dad 


“Tawag ng Tanghalan’ 

The song "Rose Tattoo” may have 
litle or no significance to members 
ofthe young generation. But for their 
elders, it is synonymous with the 
dusky crooner who made an effort- 
Jess leap from amateur singing to the 
movies. 

Singing “Rose Tattoo,” Maturan 
became the national champion ofthe 
country's then most prestigious ama- 
teur singing contest, "Tawag ng 
Tanghalan.” 

Maturan was taking a pre-den- 
пу course at the University of the 


“Ginintuang Tinig: 

Maturan started out as an inter- 
preter of foreign songs but became a 
tireless promoter of original Filipino 
music 

He recorded the classic composi- 
tions of Mike Velarde Jr. like "Dal 
sa yo; “Buhat,” “Silayan” and “Gabi 
at Araw,” 

Atthe peak of his career, Maturan 
was a regular entertainer at the 
famed Clover Theater and sang in 
almost all radio and TV programs. 

He performed as well for Ameri- 
сап soldiers at the then US military 
bases. 

Awards 

In 1984, he received a Cecil 
‘Award for outstanding light classical 
vocal recording for his version of 
Ernani Cuenco's “Gaano Ko Ikaw 
Kamahal.” 

He was also the first male singer 
toreceive a Hall of Fame award from 
the National Press Club. 

1n 1998, he won a Katha Award 
for best traditional vocal perfor- 
mance for Universal Records "Diyos 
Lamang ang Nakakaalam.” 

During the jubilee year in 2000, 
Maturan participated in the nation- 
wide pilgrimage and performed with 
the likes of Basil Valdez, Pilita 
Corrales, Jamie Rivera, Marco Sison 
and Jeanne Young. 

Last year, he recorded for the al- 
bum "King of Kings,” a commemora- 
tive release of musical director 
Danny Holmsen of Sampaguita Pic- 
tures. He was featured with 
Manrique, Sylvia La Torre, and The 
Mabuhay Singers. 

Business ventures 

In the late 1980s Maturan opened 
a music lounge, Rose Tattoo, along 
‘West Avenue in Quezon City. But the 
business closed in less than a year 

Atthe time of his death, he owned. 
Virgo Laboratories, а firm supplying 
medicines and medical products to 
government agencies that he put up 
in 1979 with his friend Ernesto 
Villanueva. 

Maturan is survived by his wife 
Sylvia and four children—Dennis, 


", AIDS and economic develop- ANNAN. 34; Maria Teresa, 32; Dominic; and 


to be worked out is specific. 


ment, 
Senior explosion 
«In France, for example, the elderly popu- 
lation took 140 years to grow from 9 per- 
cent to 14 percent. In less developed coun- 
tries, the percentage of the elderly is ex- 
pected to explode from 8 percent now to 20 
percent in less than 50 years. 
“The increase in those countries is so 


Janguage to incorporate financial pledges 
made at last month's UN International 
Conference on Financing for Development 
in Monterrey, Mexico, 
“The resources for supporting sustainable 
development programs are there,” UN offi 
cial Nitin Desai said. "I's a matter of finding 
the appropriate formulations, but this think 
will be sorted out.” Ар рог 


East when he won in "Tawag ng 
Tanghalan” in 1958. That same year, 
LVN Pictures signed him up to a star- 
ring role in the movie, "Rose Tattoo 
ng Buhay Ko," opposite Charito 
Solis, now deceased, 

From 1958 to 1965, he did 25 
movies, among them “Private 
Maturan,” “Prinsipe Maturan at ang 
Mahiwagang Gitara” and 


Marjorie, 12. 

His remains lie in state at Our 
Lady of the Sacred Heart School 
Chapel in Quezon City, bur will be 
moved tonight to the Arlington Fu- 
neral Homes along Araneta Avenue. 

Interment is scheduled on Satur- 
day at the Manila Memorial Park in 
Sucat, Parañaque City. With a re- 
port from Nini Valera 


From page Al 


release was “abig step toward peace.” 
Fierce battle 
“After a fierce battle in the moun- 


* tains of Mindanao, we have rescued 


Father Pierantoni,” the President 
said ín a radio address marking the 
60th anniversary of the fall of 
Bataan in World War I. "This was a 
very beautiful gift to me, 

“We are slowly reaping the fruits 
of our efforts to combat terrorism, 
poverty, crime, corruption and the 
respect for the rule of law," the 
President said. 

Pierantoni was not allowed inter- 
views and was directly escorted to 
aside room of Malacafiang's Recep- 
tion Hall after he and Ms Macapagal 
issued their statements. 

“Heis stil in a confused state, All 
the time he thought he was brought 
to Basilan so it was a big surprise to 
him when he was told that he was 
in Zamboanga,” said Interior Secre- 
tary Jose Lina. 

‘The Italian priest, a member of 
the Sacred Heartof Jesus Order and 
assistant parish priest of 
Dimataling, Zamboanga del Sur, 
was kidnapped on Oct, 17 after say- 
ing Mass. 

Ttwas not clear how government 
forces rescued" Pierantoni. 

Lina said Pierantoni was aban- 
doned by his captors in Tungawan. 

But military officials in 
Zamboanga Sibugay province said 
they did not know about 
Pierantoni’s release, 

No coordination 

“He was released without us 
knowing it, and he was released to 
the PNP (Philippine National Po- 
lice). There was no coordination 
‘whatsoever with the military,” said 
Col. Pedro Cesar Ramboanga, chief 
ofthe 102nd Army Brigade based in 
‘Zamboanga Sibugay. 

Even Senior Supt, Edwin 
Soledad, police chief for operations 
in Western Mindanao, could not say 
how the priest was freed. “We don't 
have any idea how Fr. Pierantoni 
was freed,” he said, 

But Ramboanga said he learned 
from the troops in Tungawan that 
somebody from Manila arranged 
the release of Plerantoni, 


she told the Ingumer, "So we did 
some checking and we're shocked to 
find out that somebody from Allaga 
town, Nueva Ecija, used my 
husband's name in filing the claim, 
The same person also used my 
husband's allas, which was Agustin, 
his surname, in the same claim for 
old-age pension," 

“Why did PVAO allow such things 
tohappen?” she asked, 

ighty-year-old Rafaela Narciso of 
Guimba town, also in Nueva Ecija, 
has the same problem. "A certain 
Leonila from the municipality of Sto, 
Domingo has been using my name 
since 1999 in getting the monthly 
old-age pension," Narciso said, 

Their problems are "definitely not 
isolated cases," said former Huk 
supremo Luis Taruc. "There are 
‘many other war veterans and surviv- 
ing spouses of veterans with the 
same problem. 

“Some PVAO fixers were most 
likely responsible for the irregular- 
ity," he said. "But fixers who prey on 
ОЙ and poor war veterans won't be 
so daring if they have no contacts at 
the PVAO office.” 

“Italways takes two to tango," he 
added. 

Fixers’ mafia 

Emmanuel de Ocampo, president 
of the Veterans Federation of the 
Philippines (VFP), believes graft and 
corruption has been “there at PVAO 
all the time.” 

"An octopus-like mafia is behind 
most, if notall, the financial anoma- 
lies at PVAO,” De Ocampo said. 

"And you cannot say that that. 
mafia was born just yesterday. There 
were already reports of anomalies 
when PVAO was still based in 
Arroceros Street (near Manila City 
Hall). And that was 30 years ago. 


"The Americans 


By Jerry Esplanada 
and Dona Pazzibugan 


“WHERE is their debt of grati- 
tude?” 

Luis Тагис, the former Huk 
supremo, lamented the fate of 
the Hulkguerilae—forgotenby 
"time and neglected by the au- 
thorities. 

“Many Americans hid behind 
Filipino soldiers and guerrilla 
The Americans ate canne 
‘goods, We ate even the grass and 

« thy leaves of trees, They wore 
coniplete uniforms, We were 
barefpt Taruc sald In Filipino, 

"а 1945, we helped liberate 
some 4,000 prisoners of war 


HAS 


Fr, Jerry Sheehy, superior of Sa- 
cred Heart of Jesus Order, said that 
after the recovery of Pierantoni he 
‘was handed over to a certain Direc- 


tor Rey Velasco of the PNP, who | 


brought him to Dipolog City where 
he boarded a plane bound for Ma- 
nila, 

Sheehy said Pierantoni's faraily 
in Bologna, Italy, had been in- 
formed of the good news. 

“His family was very happy and 
thankful to the Lord for his safe re- 
lease," he said, 

‘Atutubo attributed the rescue to 
the information gathered following 
the arrest of Norhan Amil alias 
Commander Ramsey, and three of 
his followers on Friday. 

“After interrogation and investi- 
gation, their statement helped in 
pinpointing the areas of the sup- 
posed hideouts,” Atutubo said, 

Mendoza version 

PNP Director General Leandro 
Mendoza said in Malacafiang that 
Pierantoni was recovered at about 2 
a.m. following relentless operations 
by Task Force Mindanao, a special 
PNP group formed to free the priest, 

Mendoza's own admission that 
“there was no firefight" before 
Pierantoni’s recovery and that not 
‘one Pentagon member was arrested 
further fueled speculations that the 
Italian priest was released after pay- 
ment of ransom. 

“There was no ransom paid,” 
Mendoza declared amid specula- 
tions that money changed hands for 
Pierantoni's freedom. 

Mendoza said some 60 members 
of the Pentagon gang abandoned 
Pierantoni at the boundary of 
Zamboanga del Sur and Sibugay 
province after sensing the presence 
of some 100 Special Action Forces 
(SAF) in the area. 

The rescue came a couple of days 
after government troops pinpointed 
the exact location of Pierantoni and. 
hiskidnappers. 

‘Mendoza said there was no armed 
confrontation prior to the Italian 
priest's rescue, adding that SAF 
members did not fire on the kidnap- 
pers during the operation to ensure 
the safety of the kidnap victim. 

"Now there's a hot pursuit opera- 
tion against the kidnappers" he told 
a press briefing at the PNP head- 


was behind the inclusion of fake war 
veterans in the PVAO roster,” the re- 
tired Army colonel said, 

Retired Navy Commodore 
Anemio Arugay, who assumed his 
postas PVAO administrator only last 
year, confirmed what he called "re- 
ports of corruption" at the agency. 

He disclosed, among other things, 
that "even bank remittance forms for 
old-age pension which are supposed 
tobe free of charge are being sold for 
P300 apiece,” 

Arugay, also a former vice chair of 
the Armed Forces Modernization 
Board, claimed "irs the work of fix- 
ers, If there are fixers outside the 
PVAO office, there are also fixers in- 
side, 1 believe most of the fixers are 
outsiders." 

"Its difficult to pinpoint who the 
fixers are but one way of killing their 
illegal operation is preventing third- 
party follow-ups on claims, Weeven 
require children of pension claim- 
ants to show a special power of at- 
tomey before we entertain their que- 
ries on any claim,” Arugay said, 

Aside from “getting rid of fixers,” 
Arugay said there was a "need to 
cleanse the PVAO rosters of fake vet- 
erans and fake pension claimants, 
too," 

Fake guerrillas 

Fake guerrilla groups are “a dime 
a dozen,” De Ocampo said. 

"Tm very fortunate that I know 
almost ай these guerrilla organiza- 
tionsin Central and Southern Luzon. 
Inthe Sierra Madre mountain range 
alone, there were only 3,000 guerril- 
Jas during the war. But after the war, 
there were 200,000.” 

Arugay said PVAO "funds are lim- 
ited but (this doesn') stop thousands 
of people from filing claims. Any 
employee can be tempted from en- 


(POWs) at the University of Sto, 
‘Tomas and about 2,600 POWs at 
UP-Los Bafios. When the Huks 
reached Obando, Bulacan, they 
were disarmed by the Americans, 
‘They were later moved to a Malolos 
Jail, There, they were killed by so- 
called Usaffe guerrillas, We call 
them ‘tullsaffe, or bandits posing as 
guerrillas, the same people who 
welcomed US troops with frled 
chicken and women, Many of these 
чшйва are now receiving old-age 
pension, It's so unfair.” 

Whether President Macapagal- 
Arroyo singles out the Huk ver 
ans for speclal mention today at 
the Mt, Samat Shrine in Pilar, 
Bataan, this morning, where si 
will pay homage to the heroes and 
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MARCHING orders from President Macapagal: Wupe out the 
Pentagon gang and all other kidnap gangs. ERIK ARAZAS 


quarters in Camp Crame. 

Director Reynaldo Velasco, direc- 
tor for PNP comptroller and deputy 
chief of the anti-kidnap Task Force 
Mindanao, and Chief Supt. Simeon 
Dizon, Region 9 director, led the 
troops that recovered Pierantoni. 

Mendoza said in Malacaiiang 
that Pierantoni was abandoned by 
his captors after sensing that the 
police were closing in on them. He 
Said the priest was found “walking,” 

"This is normal . . . they leave 
behind their hostages,” Mendoza 
said, 

He said that the last firefight be- 
tween police forces and the Penta- 
gon occurred two days ago and that 
this “massive operation in the 
Zamboanga Peninsula led to the re- 
covery (of Pierantoni)." 

"We're very aggressive in our op- 


erations,” Mendoza said, recalling 
that during the Feb. 7, 2002 found- 
ing anniversary of the PNP, the PNP 
was designated by Ms Macapagal to 
take the lead role in the campaign 
against the Pentagon group. 

Sheehy also denied that ransom 
money was paid to the kidnappers, 

In his March 16 letter to Bishop 
Zacarias Jimenez of Pagadian City, 
Pierantoni said his captors were de- 
manding $1 million in exchange for 
his freedom, 

Jimenez also denied ransom was 
paid. 

But Fr. Indra Pamungkas, an In- 
donesian and formator of the Sa- 
cred Heart of Jesus Seminary in 
Cagayan de Oro City, said ransom 
could have been paid. 


Politicians-negotiators 


Pamungkas said that if ransom 
was indeed paid, it did not come 
from the religious sector but from 
politicians who negotiated with an 
Italian engineer. 

Ipil Bishop Antonio Ledesma has 
called for an investigation of reports 
that ransom was paid to the abduc- 
tors of Pierantoni, 

Tn her statement, the President. 
said that following Pierantoni's res- 
cue, she is "directing the PNP and 
the AFP to intensify their operations 
to wipe out the Pentagon gang and 
all other kidnap gangs.” 

"We will not rest until this 
scourge has been wiped out of our 
land,” Ms Macapagal said, 

Her “marching orders” were: 
"Give them no quarters. Annihilate 
these criminal gangs." 

The President appealed "to the 
people of Mindanao, to our Muslim 
brothers, to help us end this scourge 
of kidnapping." 

The Pentagon group has still 


about 100 members, according to 
Mendoza. 

Mendoza said the PNP had de- 
ployed two battalions of its elite 
Special Action Force to go after the 
Pentagon group. 

The Pentagon gang has been 
blamed in the past year for abduct- 
ing an Italian, a Canadian, wealthy 
Filipinos and several Chinese engi- 
neers who were ona government 
tigation project. One of the Chinese 
‘was killed and another wounded in 
a military rescue attempt. Pierre 
Belanger of Ottawa, Canada, was 
rescued two days before Christmas 
after two months in captivity. 

The group has not released its 
Korean hostage Jae Kwon-yoon, 
who was kidnapped on Feb, 6, 2002 
along with Filipino businessman 
Carlos Belonio in Maitum, Cotabato 
City. With reports from Hernan 
Р, de la Cruz, Julie S. Alipala 
and Grace Cantal-Albasin, PDI 
Mindanao Bureau; AP and AFP 


‘A miracle of prayer, 
says priest from Bologna 


From page Al 


something we got from nature like 
fish and vegetables from the for- 
est,” Pierantoni said. 

" ate also very strange things, 
including jellyfish and iguanas and 
potatoes which are poisonous and 
have to be prepared very carefully 
to be edible." 

The priest said Pentagon lead- 
ers had assured him he would not 
be harmed and that they kid- 
паррей him on Oct. 17 to raise 
ransom money to buy arms and 
defend themselves from the 
army. 

Dialogue 

"It was an experience of dia- 
logue, because they were Muslims 
with very simple ideas oftheir reli- 
gion. It was interesting to listen to 
their experience of suffering and 
hopes of liberating Mindanao,” he 
sald, 

Pierantoni said he planned to 
return to Italy and visit his elderly 


1948: Huk Supremo Luls Taruc with close relatives and supporters in Barrlo San Agustin, San Luis, 
Pampanga shortly before he boarded a plane for Manila to meet with President Elpidio Quirino 


who offered him amnesty, 


gaging in some irregular practices to 
make easy money.” 

He said he has “put up a one-stop 
shop for the processing of claims, 
Another top priority is the core value 
formation program,” he said, 

Just recently, PVAO dismissed 
two of its employees found faking 
their civil service eligibility and 
academic records. Arugay said he 
has also "ordered the reshuffling of 
personnel and had those allegedly 
involved in irregularities investi- 
gated.” 

“We cannot eliminate graft and 
corruption here overnight, But let 
me assure the veterans and the 
public in general that we're doing 
something about the problem,” he 
said. 

De Ocampo-said Arugay needed 


veterans of World War Il, remains 
to be seen. 

"To these brave hearts who fell 
in Bataan and Corregidor, and in 
the many other places and times, 
let us join hands in common be- 
reavement,” she said in her mes- 
sage for Araw ng Kagitingan, 

She did observe that this year's 
celebration of Araw ng Kagitingan 
comes at a time when the RP-US 
Balikatan military exercises are 
ongoing, 

"Today's celebration is dedi- 
cated to the Ideals of freedom, 
unity and progress, It comes at a 
time when we are in the midst of 
the Balikatan 02-1 , їп essential 
step In mutually strengthening 
milltaty capabilities to respond to 
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“time to sanitize the list of veteran 
pensioners, get rid of the fixers and 
‘corrupt personnel at PVAO. He is still 
new there and its just fair to give 
him time, We have to take into con- 
sideration the fact that he is also a 
victim of the same mafia." The УЕР 
head did not elaborate. 

The Commission on Audit has 
been an active partner of the PVAO 
inits ongoing purge of fake veteran 
pensioners from its roster. In an- 
other initiative to "come up with a 
list void of invalid claims," PVAO 
last November forged a memoran- 
dum of agreement with the Na- 
tional Statistics Office, 

"We want to make sure that only 
certified veterans are given pensions 
and benefits as mandated by law. 
This is another way of freeing PVAO 


ate canned goods, we ate grass...’ 


the global threat of terrorism,” 
she said. 

Former Huks have lamented 
that more attention has been 
given to communist and sepa- 
тації rebels than former guer- 
rillas and others who risked 
thelr lives to defend the coun- 
try. Taruc expressed hope "the 
administration... finally wakes 
up from its deep slumber and 
recognizes the heroism and sac- 
rifice ofall Huks during the Sec- 
ond World War," 

“When that time comes, 
Huks wil finally wipe away the 
tears of Injustice and пате. 
ence they suffered during the 
past 87 years,” he sald, "We're 
hot giving up.” 


from the public perception that itis 
a graft-and-corruption ridden 
agency," Arugay said. 
From postal to bank 
remittance 

Another PVAO thrust is shifting 
the mode of pension payment from 
the postal system to a bank remit- 
tance program, In January, up to 
623 million in benefits were still 
being remitted to pensioners by 
post. 

The PVAO budget for 2002 
amounts to P13.3 billion, including 
P11.6 billion for 205,056 old-age 
pensioners; P642.7 million for 
39,822 death pensioners; and 
P246 million for 17,963 disability 
pensioners, 

This year, however, Arugay 


parents, who became desperately 
worried after erroneous military 
reports last year that he had been 
Killed, 

However, he planned to return 
to his Dimataling parish in 
‘Zamboanga del Sur province soon. 

"My parents are victims of the 
kidnapping too, can you imagine 
what it means for them to believe 
that their son is dead for six 
months?” the missionary said 

“I want to go back to the South 
surely, I don't think they will kid- 
nap me again, do you?" he said. 

“There is a miracle in order to 
get me free and without any harm 
and suffering,” Pierantoni said, "T 
am really very, very thankful, very 
grateful to God and also to the Phil- 
ippine government and all those 
who really showed solidarity to 
me” 

He particularly thanked 
Pagadian City Bishop Zacarias 
Jimenez and “his flock for what 
they did to me.” AFP and Carlito 
Pablo 


sald PVAO “won't be able to settle 
{ts arrears to veterans amounting 
to P17.3 billion (P3.16 billion in 
old-age pensions and P14,1 bil- 
lion in total administrative dis- 
ability pensions)." 

"We're addressing the arrears issue 
now,” he sald, "We formed a commit- 
tee to look into this problem,” PVAO 
is considering two options: "giving 
the veterans one-time lump sum 
gratulty and paying the arrears 

rough a combination of appropria- 
tion and floating of bonds." 

Insufficlent funds 

Rep, Tomas Dumplt, chair of the 
House committee on veterans af- 
fairs, admitted that "there's not 
enough funds for veterans’ benefits" 

"But we're trying to find ways to 
raise funds like setting aside money 
for the disability benefits. We have 
requested the budget and finance 
departments to allocate at least P3 
billion each year until the Pi 4billion 
arrears have been offset,” he said, 

The La Union legislator, also 
vice chair of the House national de- 
fense panel, claimed, “funding for 
veterans is still a government pri- 
ority. But you must bear in mind 
that the total budget now of PVAO 
is more than P12 billion and every 
year itis increasing, Pension funds 
also increase by P500 each year." 

He said he was optimistic 
PVAO's financial woes "will be 
settled in about five years. (Or) 
three years if the economic situa- 
tion in the country improves. By 
that time, we can increase the vet- 
erans allocation by P3 billion to PS 
billion each year.” 

‘The clock, however, is inexorably 
ticking. 

Taruc, the Huk founder, asked the 
obvious, plaintive question: “What 
good is the grass if the horse is al- 
ready dead?" 


Feeling right... 


From page Al 


The man and woman were talk- 
ing quietly oblivious to their pala- 
tial surroundings. She wore slip- 
pers and an orange “duster,” 
Which most housewives wear at 
home, 

Taking a closer look, the report- 
ers saw that It was President 
Macapagal herself and her hus- 
band, Mr, Mike Arroyo, The First 
Couple had been walking their 
dogs—five or seven of them at the 
time—at the wide expanse of lawn. 
бошпу казап Hal 

A Presidential Security 
Group(PSG) guard on duty that 
night was also surprised, He sald ft 
was the first time he saw the First 
Couple walked thelr dogs on the 


Kalayaan grounds, 

Except for the reporters and the 
PSG guards on duty, there was no- 
body else around to see the First 
Couple being just husband and wife 
who are dog lovers, 

‘Three of the presidential dogs, a 
dalmatian, a golden retriever anda 
rottweller were commissioned Into 
military service last month after 
they completed a four-month train- 
ing by the PSG's K-9 unit dubbed 
Home of the Sniffers inside 
Malacaftang Park, 

‘The First Couple's own dogs are 
now employed to do the bomb sniff- 
Ing inside the private quarters of the 


Arroyo familly, 
"The heavy коп Kalayaan gates 


were closed all the time the First. 
Couple were walking thelr dogs, 


nu 
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MBAFIRST CONFERENCE 


Negros, Olongapo target ыс oflead 


By Roy Luarca. 


GAME TODAY (Olongapo Convention) 
« — 6pm.—Negros vs Olongapo 


TWO, VO playing days, twoovertimes. Com- 
pétition in the MBA First Conference is 
turning utto be keener than expected. 

‘Yh the inaugurals on Saturday, the Cebuana 
Lhuillier Gems bested the Osaka Pangasinan 
Waves, 109-99, after being held to a 91-all 
count in regulation play at the Cebu Coliseum. 
On Sunday, it was the turn of the RCPI Negros 
Slashers to walk the tightrope before subdu- 
ing the LBC Batangas Blades, 76-67, at the 
Olongapo Covention Center. 

Another close encounter is expected when. 
RCPI Negros and Olongapo clash at 6 p.m. to- 


Blu, Kutitap 


By Dennis U. Eroa 


GAMES TOMORROW (Makati Coliseum) 
4 p.m.—Shark vs Ateneo. 
6 pm.—Montafia vs Апа 


FORMER Rookie of the Year Marlon Legaspi 
and John Paul Prior excelled as Blu Sun Power 
turned back newcomer John O-Juzz, 76-69, 
yesterday even as Kutitap outgunned RP 
Youth, 101-72, in the PBL Chairman's Cup at 
the Pasig Sports Center. 

In the nightcap, International Container 
‘Terminal Services Inc.-La Salle blasted Ana 
Freezers, 88-71, and joined Kutitap on top of 
the leaderboard with two straight wins. 

"The 6-foot-5 Legaspi, named top rookie two 
sdasons ago, taught Ranidel de Ocampo a neat 
lesson in defense, while the 5-foot-7 Prior se- 
cured Blu's first victory in two games when he 
nailed a crucial three-pointer with ticks left in 
the game, 


Golf for Samar 


set April 12 
at Valley course 


К GOLF tournament dubbed "Swing for a 
Cause” will be held April 12 at Valley in. 
Antipolo City to raise funds for the Catbalogan- 
based Samar National School (SNS). 

This was announced yesterday by lawyer 
Plaridel Bohol Il, tournament director. He said 
a special surprise package of prizes await lucky 
participants. Tee-off time will be 10 a.m. 

Bohol said all Samarefios and residents of 
Catbalogan now based in Metro Manila are 
‘welcomed to join the day-long tournament and 
be of help to SNS. The SNS, he said, is celebra 
ing its 90^ foundation day and general alumni 
homecoming from April 22 to 28. Education 
Secretary Raul S. Roco will be the guest of 
honor and speaker during the grand alumni 
night on April 27. He will be introduced by 
Rep. Antonio “Eddie” Nachura, 

Honorees of this year's celebration who 
will be feted with a testimonial dinner on 
April 25 will be the silver jubilarian class of 
1977 and golden jubilarian class of 1952 led 
by former Leyte Congressman Sergio F.A. 
Apostol, presently the chair, president and 
chief executive officer of the Philippine Na- 
tional Oil Company. 

Bohol called on ail SNS alumni to help the 
school, which is in need of basic facilities such 
as arm chairs, textbook and teachers’ manuals, 
overhead projector for science classes, among 
others. 

, For more details, the host class secretariat 
may be contacted at 921-0328 or 416-5483. 


Kagitingan beats Villamor 


KAGITINGAN overwhelmed the op- 
position with its well-balanced at- 
tack, winning the Jungolf Interclub 
championship by a hefty 17 strokes 
over Villamor recently at the Manila 
Golf Club. 


day in the Metropolitan Basketball Association 
First Conference at the Olongapo Convention 
Center, 

‘The Slashers and the Olongapo Volunteers 
both won their first assignments on Sunday to 
tie Cebuana Lhuillier and Professional Davao 
Eagles on top of the eight-team field. 

"The debuting Volunteers downed the LBC 
Batangas Blades, 90-85, at the Olongapo Con- 
vention Center also on Saturday. 

Led by Fil-Am Jeffrey Flowers, the Volun- 
teers preserved a 68-59 third quarter lead and. 
then banked on a clutch jumper by Brixter 
Encarnacion to subdue the Blades, the reign- 
ing national tilists. 

"The 6-foot-8 Flowers wound up with a 
game-high 29 points aside from dominating. 
the shaded lane, while the 6-foot-4 
Encarnacion contributed 15. Coch Junel Baculi 
also drew offensive might,from Johnedel 
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2 SPORTS: 


Cardel, who fired 19 points, and Henry 
Fernandez, who chipped in 16. 

Tourism Secretary Dick Gordon and 
Olongapo City Mayor Kate Gordon led their 
constituents in cheering the Volunteers, the 
league's newest member in the Northern Con- 
ference, 

Alex Compton scored 25 points for the 
Blades, followed by Jeffrey Sanders with 17 
and 2001 MVP Eddie Laure with 14. 

Mon Tuason, MBA director for marketing 
and business development, said the first two 
playing days both drew sellout crowds, affirm- 
ing the league's strong drawing power. 

Cebuana Lhuillier and Professional Davao 
Eagles are disputing the solo lead at presstime 
at the Cebu Coliseum. 

MBA games on Saturdays and Sundays 
are telecast over National Broadcasting 
Network 4, 


score contrasting wins 


Prior scored his team’s last four points from 
the charity lane, 

Legaspi escaped with 18 points and frus- 
trated the 6-foot-5 De Ocampo underneath 
with his umbrella-like defenses as the Deter- 
gent Kings held their ground in the final 10 
minutes of play. 

Slippery Froilan Baguion gave the Juzzers 
their last taste of the lead with a lay-up, 63- 
61, but Miko Roldan, Legaspi and Tris 
Codamon answered with three straight bas- 
Kets. The roof caved in on the Juzzers as Prior 
turned a Bagnion error into a crunching triple, 
72-65, two minutes remaining. 

With former teammate Egay Billones, now 
with FedEx, cheering from the stands, Blu 
raced to a 44-35 halftime edge behind Aries 
Dimaunahan, Legaspi and Prior. 

Kutitap was simply too powerful for the na- 
tionals, who are using this tournament to pre- 
pare for two international tournaments, 

Cyrus Baguio, Allan Salangsang and Niño 


Gelig all finished in double figures as the 
Sparklers never relinquished a 27-18 first. 
quarter lead. 

SCORES: 

KUTITAP 101—Baguio 17, Salangsang 16, 
Gellg 14, Mercado 8, Saqullayan 8, Jones 8, 
Espiritu 7, Luanzon 6, Rivera 5, Razon 4, Dy 2, 
Sison 2, Mallari 2, Yuson 2. 

ВР YOUTH 72—Benitez 15, Nkemakola 14, 
Torculas 9, Arao 8, Fernandez 7, Balboa 5, 
Agbayani 3, Malagueno 2, Baldos 2, Aguilar 2, 
Porras 2, Cecilia 2, Tayer 1 

Quarters: 27-18, 55-30. 82-50, 101-72 

Second Game 

BLU 76—Legaspi 18, Prior 14, Codamon 11, 
Dimaunahan 9, Roldan 6, Gottenbos 5, Mendez 5, 
Santos 4, Gatumbato 2, Calo 2. 

JOHN 0-JUZZ 69—Cayabyab 20, Bagulon 13, 
Napa 11, De Ocampo 8, Santos 7, Olaguer 4, 
Barbosa 2, Booker 2, Manabat 2, Tolentino 0, 
Salvador à, Ferrer 0. 

Quarters: 26-21, 44-35, 59-59, 76-69 


Davao eyes 3rd title 


DAVAO'S lady booters bid for a third straight 
title as the 6th National Women's Champion- 
ship unwraps tomorrow at the Philsports field 
in Pasig City and the Ateneo turf in Quezon 
Gity 

Eleven other teams froni all over the coun- 
try will try to spoil Davao's ambition in the tour- 
ney which ends on April 14, 

‘These are Alumnae Football Club represent- 
ing the National Capital Region, Baguio City, 
Laguna Selection, SLPC Laboratory High 
School (Quezon province), San Vicente Na- 

ional High School (Camarines Norte, Masbate 
City. University of St. La salle (Negros Occi- 
dental), Dumaguete Football Club (Negros 
Oriental), University of San Carlos (Cebu), 
Ateneo de Zamboanga and Rizal. 


Philippine Football Federation president 
Rene Z. Adad, PEP general secretary Miguel 
Melchor Villadolid and Philippine Ladies’ Foot- 
ball Association founder Cristy Ramos will 
grace the 1:30 p.m. opening ceremony at the 
Philsports pitch. 

‘The teams will be divided into three groups 
in the elimination stage. The top squad in each 
group plus the best second team will advance 
to the crossover semifinals, with the winners 
disputing the title. 

‘The draw to determine the groupings will 
be made during the managers’ meeting at 5 
pum. today at the PFF conference room in the 
Philsports building. Rachelle delos Reyes, the 
Davao Selection, is the early favorite to rule the 
event organized by the РЕР. 


France, US, Russia, Argentina advance 


LONDON—Fabrice Santoro outlasted Bohdan 
Ulihrach in  five-set final match on Sunday to 
put defending champion France into the semi- 
final of the Davis Cup. 

After Jiri Novak had followed up his victory 
over Nicolas Escude with a 3-6, 6-1, 6-3, 6-1 tri 
‘umph over Sebastien Grosjean to keep Czech 
hopes alive at 2-2, Santoro clinched a French vic- 
tory despite throwing away a two sets lead. 


‘The United States took an unbeatable 3-1 
lead over Spain after Andy Roddick defeated 
Alberto Martin 6-2, 6-4, 6-2 on grass in Hous- 
ton, Texas. 

Russia completed a 4-1 victory over Sweden 
in Moscow, while Argentina advanced by edg- 
ing Croatia 3-2 in Buenos Aires when Gaston 
Gaudio topped Ivo Karlovic 6-4, 6-4, 6-2 in 
their quarterfinal's last match. AP 


Danding co-host of Mandaluyong derby tonight 


ABIG group of well-known gamefowl breed- 
ers from Negros Occidental will challenge 
their counterparts in Metro Manila when the 
8th Ucap Bumble Bee Balbina/Roadmaster 
7-Cock Derby gets under way today at 
Mandaluyong Coliseum. Sponsors are 
Sagupaan Super Feeds and Washout Sham- 
poo of Lakpue Drug. 

Derby hosts are former ambassador 
Danding Cojuangco and his longtime sabong 
partner Pete Rodriguez, team manager of the 
Balbina Group. 

Among the Negros cockers seeing action are 


Elwin Javelosa, Otic Geroso, Boy Nilo Lizares, 
Danilo Hinlo, Nene Abello, Al Garcia, Arnold 
Mendoza. 

Saipan cocker Jun Marasigan, one of three 
champions in the 2002 Mandaluyong Interna- 
tional 9-Cock Derby in January, is also compet- 
ing, 

“Wteanwhile, the 9th Ucap San Pedro GP 
Bacolod Group 7-Cock Derby fites off on April 
16 and 18 with Jet Fernando, Ramon 
Mansenares and the Bacolod Group as hosts. 

Interested parties, call 534-4110, 531. 
4003, 531-4005 and 535-2341 


IT was a perfect weekend for Philippine 
sports, The reason being that we won our 
Davis Cup tie against Kuwait. 

It was not so much over the way we 
scored the victory, which was not really 
that convincing. It was more of the fact 
that we won than anything, the truth of 
triumph being almost the crux of all 
competitions. 

You win by either a single point or 50 
points in basketball, it won't really matter 
that much. 

You win either by a stroke or 10 strokes 
in golf, it won't really matter that much. 

You win either by a first round knockout. 
бга points verdict in boxing, it won't really 
matter that much. 

If anything, the drama behind each vie- 
tory will be merely gravy. 

For, at the end of the day, what mat- 
teri is the outcome: victory. Winning is 
such sweet syrup it drowns out even the 
littlest taste of bitterness in it, if ever 
there is one. 

‘The country had been touted to rout Ku- 
‘wait, not really known for tennis excellence. 
Like many countries in Asia, Kuwait's na- 
tional pastime is also football. But even 
though basketball is our passion, tennis has 


Ray of hope 
SPECTATOR 
к 
ALS. Mendoza 


remained a romance. To us, the racket game 
is like childhood: it doesn't die with adulthood. 
Height is not a major factor: unlike basketball, 
you don't really need height to win in tennis. 

Felicisimo Ampon is the eternal model 

Getting the monicker "The Mighty Mite” of 
world tennis because he was barely five feet 
tall (or short?), Ampon was, and still is, the 
reason the game has become almost perma- 
nently etched in our hearts. It was Ampon's 
exploits in the Fifties that have kept the fires 
burning. Without Ampon, perhaps there 
would be no tennis tenacity that we could 
proudly speak of when it came to the Filipino's 
love for the game. 

It was not a breast-beating, 3-2 victory our 
Davis Cuppers had pulled off ast weekend. As 
1 said, the Kuwaitis were not expected to win 
inthefirst place, To them, tennis is buta hobby. 


But still, I see a ray of hope. Philippine. 
tennis is not about to quit and surrender. 
Col. Buddy Andrada, the tennis head, had 
proved his detractors wrong. Hey, sir, why 
not salute Adelo Abadia for a job well 
done? I have just done my own saluting, 
sir. 

‘The 25-year-old Abadia, playing in his 
fourth Davis Cup, beat with ease Mossad Al 
Jazzaf in the deciding fifth match for the 
clincher. The score: 6-3, 6-2, 6-1. 

Had Abadia lost, it would have been the 
summit of embarrassment for Philippine 
tennis. You see, Jazzaf is a raw teener, а 17- 
year-old seeing only his second Davis Cup. 

Got the drift? 

But again, this is not to belittle the tri- 
umph. As I have always maintained, a win 
is a win is a win. A rose by any name will 
always smell sweet. 

And so to Abadia and his teammates 
Johnny Arcilla, Joseph Victorino and 
Michael Mora I, 1 offer to each one of you а 
warm handshake, To non-playing captain. 
Johnny Jose, himself a many-time Davis 
Cupper with memorable victories of his 
own, here's a glass. 

Rout or no rout, you all did the country 
proud, 


Ке е 


TOO CLOSE FOR COMFORT 


тову 9,2002 


"Ry 


Los Angeles Lakers guard Kobe Bryant (right) attempts to drive past 
Miami Heat guard Kendall Gill (13) in the fourth quarter yesterday in 
Miami, The Lakers won, 96-88. Returning Shaquille O'Neal scored 40 


pointsashe pushed 


imi nearer to elimination, COMPLETE 


RESULTS: Philadelphia 89, Milwaukee 87; Toronto 94, Indiana 84; L.A. 


Lakers 96, Miami 


loston 102, New Jersey 90; Sacramento 116, New 


York 82; L.A. Clippers 97, Denver 75. » 


Law student carries 
QC to chess victory 


KIDAPAWAN CITY—Rex Ami, à 
part-time chess player, went two- 
for-two in the finals to carry 
Quezon City A to a title romp over 
dethroned champion 
Mandaluyong A Sunday night at 
the close of the National Inter-Cit- 
ies and Municipalities chess cham- 
pionship at the Highlander Hotel 
here, 

‘Ami, playing board three, 
scored a critical 55-move win over 
Rustom Tolentino to secure a draw 
for QC A in the second playoff 
match and preserve a 4.5-3.5 de- 
cision over Mandaluyong A. 

Itwas Ami's second straight win 
over Tolentino in the finals. 

“I knew ! needed to win this 
because if we ended up tied, 


Mandaluyong will retain the 
crown," said Ami who is taking up. 
law at the Baguio Colleges Foun- 
dation in Baguio City. 

The 26-year-old Ami, playing 
white, won a pawn in the 
middlegame of what started as a 
Queen's Gambit match, and nursed 
the material advantage to victory. 

The first two boards ended in 
draws with Grandmasters Eugene 
Torre and Joey Antonio settling 
for a friendly draw after 16 moves 
ofa Trompovshy. 

North Cotabato Gov. Manny 
Piñol, who co-hosted the National 
Chess Federation of the Philip- 
pines event with Kidapawan 
Mayor Luis Malaluan, handed out 
the prizes to the winners 


SPORTSWATCH 


Mountaineers, outdoors enthusiasts gather 


IN commemoration of the 2002 International year of mountains, Globe 
‘Adventure Club, Mountaineering Exploration Society of Adamson University 
‘and Sang-at Salung Outdoor Club will host the 23% Mountaineering Federa- 
tion of the Philippines Inc. annual climb in Nueva Vizcaya on April 16-21. 
‘The МЕР! Annual Congress is a gathering of mountaineers and outdoors 
enthusiasts. Every year, they gather to renew their love for the environment, 
rekindle their age-old spirit of camaraderie and take part in the socially 
relevant and full-fled activities. Aside from awareness and preservation of 
the environment this year, the congress will also focus on the Ife and culture 
of the indigenous tribe of. Nueva Vizcaya. For more information, log on to 
ttpz/jenev.23rdrdmifolcongressclim.org.ph 


Rizal stadium table tennis venue 

THE FIRST Tatap National Table Tennis Selection kicks off on April 15-21 at the 
Rizal Memorial Stadium. The top participants in five different divislons—men's 
singles, women's singles, boys singles 1S-and-under, and gs singles 15- 
and-under- ill automatically Join the national team, Registration fee is P200 


dor men's and women's singles and P100 for boys’ and girs’ 1 


and-under. 


Interested parties may send thelr application forms to Rm. 203 Administration 
Bldg., Rizal Memorial Sports Complex, P. Ocampo Street Malate, Manila or 
through fax no. 404-1470, For more information, call Tatap office at 522-1885. 


New footwear debuts at Fashion Week 
CLIMACOOL™, adidas! footwear Innovation featuring a 3600 ventilation 
system, makes its Phlippin debut at the Philippine Fashion Week extrava- 
anza on April 11. Through the introduction of new, breathable materials In 
all areas ofthe shoe, ClimaCool" allows consumers’ feet to “feel the broez 
The ciimaCoo!™ concept wes bor and developed within the adidas Innova 
tion team (a..t). The goal was fo develop a functional shoe that featured a 
complete ventiation system. At the adidas Global Test Center in Scheihfeld, 
Germany, the ClimaCool" range was evaluated with respect to temperature, 
moisture management, stablity and cushioning. Tests comparing» 
ClimaCool to conventional footwear proved that ClimaCooP" shoes kept 


feet 20 percent cooler and drier. 
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PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


Exalta Superio 
reaches Visayas 


CARIGARA—The Nissan Exalta GS Superio team, 
which is going on an island-hopping odyssey for 30 
days in the fourth Pan Philippine Marathon, is on 
the right track despite difficulty in getting in touch 
with the тару secretariat in Quezon City owing to 
the lack of cell sites. 

With a 1,097-kilometer reading in the Goodyear 
odometer after being flagged off at the Eastwood 
City in Pasig at noon on Friday, the powerful but 
fuel efficient 1.6-liter engine car with an automatic 
transmission that changes gear without missing a 
heartbeat is raring to show more. 

After surviving the bad roads of Quezon and 
Bicol, the Exalta made a ferry crossing on board 
the Maharlika 4 en route to the picturesque San 
Juanico Bridge on Saturday night. 

At 9 a.m. Sunday, Philtranco-Leyte area man- 
ager Arnie Obsanga signed the teams proof of pas- 
sage in downtown Tacloban before leaving two 
hours later for its first major assault of the Visayas 
via Ormoc, Baybay, Sogod, Liloan and Maasin. 

In the Queen City of the South, the team was 
met by officials of Nissan-Cebu and the local me- 
dia for lunch and a question-and-answer session. 


Urban Hunt 2002 
registration on 


URBAN adventure buffs have until Friday to 

apply for a slot in one of three elimination 
dates of the Clorets Urban Hunt 2002. 

Applicants may apply via the web at 

i or at email 


Others may go directly to the AB Communi- 
cations on the 20^ floor of the Pacific Star 
Building, Makati Avenue corner Sen. Gil Puyat 
Avenue, Makati City. Inquiries are also enter- 
tained at 3030780 or 303683. 

Only 30 pairs will qualify for each of the 
three elimination dates set on April 27 and May 
4 and 11. The top 10 from each of those quali- 
fying runs will advance to the finals on May 25. 

In the finals, the 30 qualifiers will vie for the 
top prize of P100,000. Second place is worth 
P25,000 and third P15,000. 

Each team will be composed of two members 
regardless of gender as long as they are 18 or 
older. 

Object of the Clorets Urban Hunt 2002 is for 
a team to seek Clorets packs stacked in strate- 
gic spots in Metro Manila and do challenging 
tasks. The participants will only be given a sti- 
pend of P250, which they are expected to use 
for fare and food. 

They are not allowed to bring any commu- 
nication equipment. Each team will be wards, 
who would record their every movement on 
video, and marshals who would handle their 
destinations. 

How to get to these Clorets packs would 
depend on the participants’ common sense, 
logic and knowledge of the quickest way to get 
102 particular area in the metropolis. 


‘THE BIG game fishing season opens in a few 
days (April 12-14) with the Amado Dy spon- 
sored fishing tournament in San Vicente, 
Cagayan, For the serious big game angler, vet- 
erans and aspiring ones alike, all roads will lead 
to the PGFF Fishing Camp in Barangay Santa 
‘Ana where one finds the last kilometer post in 
the Northern Luzon highway system. 

For these 
guys no dis- 
tance is so 
great they will 
пог find a way 
toget there. By 
plane to Tuguegarao as the first leg of the trip, 
then by land to San Vieente, or over ten hours 
by land, these are just means to an end—great 
fishing. For sailfish, maybe even a marlin or 
two, dorado, barracuda, jacks, 

‘The PGFF maintains a number of outrigger 
bancas at the camp for the members and 
guests, and there are more available from local 
fishermen. But don't be surprised if along the 
way you pass a 4x4 pulling a trailer with a Bos- 
ton whaler or similar craft on it. That is surely 
one of the increasing number of anglers who 
like the convenience of fishing on their very 
‘own boats. 

‘That San Vicente, Cagayan is the billfishing 
capital of the Philippines can no longer be de- 
nied. From personal experience we can say 
that the chances of landing a marlin in San 
Vicente are even better than Kona, Hawaii. And 
next only to the Great Barrier Reefs of Austra- 
lia. My informal finding: one every five days in 
Kona; one every day in the Great Barrier Reefs, 
and one every three days in Cagayan. That is 
something tourism promotion officials might 
like to consider. 

‘And now we would like to pay tribute to the 
sponsor of the forthcoming fishing tourna- 
‘ment—Amado A. Dy. 

Sportsman of the unquestionable caliber, 
Amado is a well-rounded angler who has 
fished with the best at some of the most pres- 
tigious fishing spots all over the world, includ- 
ing Asia, Hawaii and Australia. And yet he can 
also be seen in Caliraya, or Calatagan, and even 
the hito pond of Nayong Pilipino casting a line, 
or simply enjoying the company of those who 
share his passion for the fishing sport. 

We hope the present crop of anglers realize 
that there is no bigger patron of sport fishing 
today than Amado. He shows this in countless 
ways. But none more evident than during the 
annual year-end get together of anglers when 
he gives away half a dozen gift certificates of 
entry fees to any of the monthly PGFF tourna- 
ments—at the recipient's choice! As if that 
‘were not enough, he also sponsors participa- 
боліп the annual Hawaiian Intemational Bill- 
fish Tournament (HIBT) for whoever wins the 
PGFF Angler of the Year title. 

With benefactors like Amado A. Dy around, 
we can all look forward to many, many happy 
fishing бавл 


COMMENT: 


By Vic Vic Villavicencio 


Inti ae cuit sree haat a t hi Rn 


MANILA Jockey Club jumpstarts its six-day race 
week tonight with an explosive opening card of 9- 
races propped up by a hefty carryover amount of 
827,558.19 in the popular Winner-Take-All 
(WTA) event. 

Horse racing aficionados are expected to troop 
to the San Lazaro Hippodrome and MICs more 
than 220 Off-Track Betting (OTB) sites today to 
mark the start of a weeklong program of races 
capped by the Pl-million PCSO Grand Champion- 
ship Race on Sunday. 

“More than the added incentive of a huge сапу- 
over amount in the Winner-Take-All, we believe 
that the quality and competitiveness of our race 


La Salle-Lipa 


‘THE DE LA SALLE Lipa High School Batch 77 will 
stage the First Silver Stallion Cup Golf Tournament 
оп April 12 at the Club Malarayat Golf and Coun- 
чу Club in Lipa City, Batangas. 

‘All alumni and friends of De La Salle Lipa are 
invited in the event which stakes a four-stroke Aura 
Classic Kawasaki Scooter and a Dream Satelite TV 


cards would provide the thrill and excitement ex- 
pected by our growing number of regular patrons,” 
noted MUCI president and chief executive lawyer 
Alfonso R. Reyno Jr. 

Highlight of the six-day race program would be 
the running of the Philippine Charity Sweepstakes 
Office (PCSO) Grand Championship Race, a P1- 
million event exclusive to graduates of last year's 
PCSO Sweepstakes races. 

‘The first of two championship races will feature 
4-year-old and up Sweepstakes race veterans, in- 
cluding early favorite Staunch Ally, 2001 Cham- 
pion 3-year-old Filly Sky Hawk, Sweepstakes Race 
winners Family Task and Holy King as well as Kitty 


stages Stallion Cup golfest —5 =. 


system as hole-in-one prizes. 
For information, please call the De La Salle Lipa 
Batch 77 Secretariat at 7215049 and 7260673. 
‘Tournament organizers are expecting at least 300 
guests and participants. 
The tournament was created to put up the seed 
money for the Brother Jaime Hilario Learning 


H 


g 
Hawk and Hostile Witness. 

Four-year-old colt Staunch Ally, owned and 
bred by Marho President Aristeo Puyat, shot to in- 
stant prominence recently following his surprise 
victory over champion galloper Wind Blown in the 
Philracom Commissioner's Cup at the San Lazaro 
Hippodrome. 

"The noted speedball is to be ridden by jockey 
Dominador Н. Borbe Jr. for the 1,500-meter jour- 
ney carrying top weight of 56 kg. 

Winner of the featured race is set to receive а 
guaranteed purse of P600,000.00, while the three 
other placers are also assured of P200,000.00; 
100,000.00 and P50,000.00 in prize money. 


TODAY in 1990, 
Frankie Mifioza 
tallied a fivezun-; 
der-par283to rule y 
the $200,000 Tai-,¢ 
wan Open in 


in 1990; Pasigi 
beat Philab, 302,- 
to win the 5" Paba ^ 
youth champion-,.; 
Ship at the Rizal.) 
Memorial 

ballpark. ' 


Community—the free night school department of 
De La Salle Lipa. 

The event is sponsored by Smart Simply Amaz- 
ing, Orient Day Spa, Mitsubishi Trium, Landtrade 
Properties and Management Inc. ih cooperation 
with Petron BPI Mastercard, Sustagen Premium, 


A ChevronTexaco Company 
www.caltex.com 
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РУ” А chance to win 
up to P10 Million! 


* Get a таба Numba game card for a specified purchase of fuel, 


lubricants, LPG or Star Mart goodies, 


ur SORMTCHA >... 
ri 
< NUMBA > 


PROMO MECHANICS 


1..Се a game card for every P300 single or 
‘accumulated receipt purchase of fuel; P100 
‘single or accumulated receipt purchase of 
lubricants ; P100 single receipt purchase at 
ur Mart or P250 single recep purchase of 


There are two (2) ways to win cash prizes 
блат Cash: 


a. Scratch off the 3 boxes on the scratch card 
to reveal the 3-digit number combination. 
Each digit is printed in words at the bottom. 


Match the 3-digit no. combination with 
the winning Caltex Seratcha Numba 
fempination announced every Monday 
nesday and Friday between March T8 
& June 7, 2002 in the Philippine Dal 
inquirer, Philippine Star and pasted in ай 
garticpating Caltex stations.” The March 
Э (Good Friday) announcement will be 
Moved to March 3T (Easter Sunday) 
Announcements in local dates wil be m 
every Saturday within the same period, | 
except on March 30 (Black Saturday).* 


If the number combination on your game 
card matches any of the announced 
Winning number combinations in exactly 
the same order (Ex. 018 does not таќ 
081), you win exactly the cash equivalent 
of the 3-digit number printed on the card. 
(Ex. И your number combination is 999 
you win $999 or if your number 
Combination із, 020 you win P20) 


‘Cash prizes can be даіте at participatinc 
Caltex stations from Monday to Friday, 
from 9:00 am = 500-pm, upon surrender 
of the winning game eard. 


. Game cards are subject to validation by 
the authorized Caltex station representative, |: 
Only winning cards with authenticated 
security code will be honored. Crumpled, 
defaced and tom game cards or those with 
sericea еситу code (vold sched 
Бо) wil be disqualified. ^ ` 1 


f. Cash prizes must be claimed within 60 d 
from the end of the promo репой, АП 
unclaimed prizes will be forfeited in favor 
of Caltex (Philippines) Inc., with prior 
approval of DTI. = 


j. Employees of Caltex (Philippines) Inc., 
раа Caltex stations, McCann 
rickson (Pils) ne, Caltex promotions 
agencies, suppliers, and all their relatives 
Up to the 2nd degree of consanguinity or 
affinity are disqualified from joining the 
instant promo. 


Raffle Draw: 


a. Scratch off the raffle box on the scratch 
‘card to reveal the cash prize you can win 
in the raffle. The amount printed on it 
should be any of the ff: РТ million, P5, 
milion or РТО milion only. 


Indicate/write your name, address, tel. no. 
and/or сей, по, on the raffle stub and sign 
it. Then drop it in drop boxes located at 
any of the participating Caltex stations. 


- There will be one (1) raffle draw with (3) 
winners. (f your rafle entry is drawn, you 
‘Gan win exactly the same amount indicated 
‘on your drawn winning raffle entry. You 
Can win as much as #10 million onh 


i. A customer can win only once in the raffle | 
draw. If а name is drawn тоге than once, 
the customer shall get the bigger prize 


Last day of submission of raffle entries is 
en june 13, 2002 at 12:00 pm. The affe 
draw wil Be held on june 80, 2002. The (1 
‘venue and time shall be submitted to DTI 
and announced two (2) weeks before the 
draw. 


All winners will be notified through 
registered mall. 


* To win instant cash prizes, scratch off the 3 boxes on the scratch card 
and match with the weeldy wining combinations. 


* Or scratch off the raffle box in the same scratch card to reveal the cash 
prize you can win when you join the raffe draw. 


* Win as much asP10 milion in the June 30, 2002 grand drawl 
Up toP45 Million at stake! 


Hur Promo period is from March 15, 2002 to june 15, 2002. 
~- БДТ. 
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What Drives You (af) CALTEX 


Raffle prizes can be claimed upon 
presentation of two (2) proper 
Identifications (e.g, drivers license, 
passport, etc.) and the notification letter. 


i. Raffle prizes can be claimed at 7/F 6750 
Ayala Ave, 1226 Макай City, Philippines 
from Monday to Friday, 9:00 am to 5:00 
pm only. 


Lae prizes must be claimed within, 60 
Ben notifeaton. Al unclaimed prizes 
Wili Be forfeited in favor of Caltex 
(аре) nc, with prior approval of 


The 20% withholding tax on prizes worth 
£1,000,000.00 will be paid for by Caltex 
Philippines) Inc. For prizes exceeding 
1,000,000.00, the winner shall shoulder 
the 2086 withholding tax. 


Employees of Caltex (норад Inc 
зоо (Pris) inc, Caes promotions 
agences, supplen and all ther relatives 
{фу an degres of consanguiniiy or 
afinity ae анаа from Jong the 
fatte Bromo. 


. Promo period is from March 15, 2002 to 
June 15, 2002. 


* Approved by DTI-NCR. 
Per DTI-NCR Permit No.0245 Series of 2002: 


A 
2 RP boxers 


clash for gold 


HELSINKI, Finland—Violito Payla and Harry 
mor beat their respective opponents to 

arrange an All-Filipino title clash in the fly- 
weight division of the 21" Gee Bee Interna- 
tional Amateur Boxing Championships here 
Saturd 

Payla crushed Finland's Pasi Silvennoinea, 
18-4, while Tanamor, a lightfly who had to 
climb one rung after his division was cancel 
defeated Russian Andrei Bogdabov, 18-3, 
the semifinals. 

Featherweight Roel Laguna and lightwelter- 
‘weight Romeo Brin also made it to the finals, as- 
suring the 6-man Philippine team of one gold, 


Teams 
Talk N Text 
Purefoods 
Coca-Cola 
Red Bull 
FedEx 

Sta. Lucia. 
Hapee-RP 
Alaska 

San Miguel 
Selecta-RP 
Ginebra 
Shell 


= 


three silver and one bronze medals. 


РСНер гө 


GAME TODAY 

(Cuneta Astrodome) 

6 p.m.—Red Bull vs 
Talk N Text 


SCRSTALLATON 


227-2222 
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eoe milis 


А\ 97 гоп, Blaze 


country. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


TALK N TEXT had been merciless in 
crushing the Alaska Aces to the tune of 
84-67 during the weekend. 

‘The Phone Pals are expected to duplicate 
that demolition job against Batang Red Bull to- 
night in the PBA Samsung Governors Cup at 
the Cuneta Astrodome. 

If they succeed, it would be Talk N Text's 
eighth straight victory. 

"The Thunder are still feeling the jarring effects 
of back-to-back setbacks to San Miguel Beer and 
Coca-Cola, debacles that somehow diminished the 
2001 Commissioner's Cup champions esteem. 

Meanwhile, San Miguel imports Lamont 
Strothers and Mario Bennett are expected to 
draw fines from Commissioner Jun Bernardino 
for shouting invectives and chiding game offi- 
cials after Sunday's SMB-Sta. Lucia game. 
Realtors won, 73-65. 

Strothers felt he was fouled while driving for 


ам a. murem 


— 


has the highest octane rating 
And as every motorist knows, a higher octane rating 
asoline translating to better combustion, more powa 

ОГГЕ еу Qualities-that*keep out cus 


РСА 
ath Classic, 
ond Round at 2 pam. (9 
оп Star Sports 
The Masters Official 
Films - 2000 at 9 p.m. 


the hoop with seven seconds left in the game. 

They refused to calm down despite being 
slapped a technical foul each that delayed the. 
outcome of the game for almost five minutes. 
Strothers and Bennett were later ushered out 
of the cou 

The Beermen pricked Red Bull's pride with 
an 89-67 romp two weeks back before the 
gers routed the Thunder, 96-77, after a we 
long holiday break. 

Tony Lang, chief archi 
Commissioner's Cup crown, had a disappoint- 
ing debut for the Thunder as he was totally 
outplayed by for mmate Ron Hale dur- 
ing their match against the Tigers. 

Ín contrast, the Phone Pals ar 
winning spree, beating their last se 
nents in convincing fashion. 

‘The Phone Pals own a pair of lethal imports 
in Gerald Honeycutt and Richie Frahm. 


Pak, Goosen prevail 
LOS ANGELES se Ri Pak, who says she 
wants to be on the same level with Annika 
Sorenstam, was one shot better than the 
LPGA's dominant player. Pak, a 24-year-old 
player from South Korea, beat Sorenstam to 
Depot Championship on Sun- 

у, denying the 31-year-old Swede her sec- 

ond comeback tourna- 
ment. InDuluth, асока won 


der-par 7 cult conditions on the TPC 
at Sugarloaf, finishing at 16-under 2 

ay for 
а 276, wasn't even around when the winner 
finished. 


in the 


ahead of the 


(0) on Star Sports 


BASEBALL: MLB - 


Mariners 


1230 pam. (0 


POOL: Rack "Em Up 


Best of World Pool 
‘Trickshot Mastets at 7 
pm.onDSPN -* 

SNOOKER: Premier 
Snooker League 2002 
at 5 pam. (r) on ESPN 


alk N Text seeks 8th win 


SMB’s Strothers, Bennett poised to get ax from Bernardino 


STROTHERS: Disrespectfor referees. 


lead. 


among all gasoline brands in the 
be! uer quality 


compe tition. 
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Peeved over pet, man shot dead 


RENATO Carito, 45, was reportedly drunk when he yelled at his wite to keep 
thelr dog in а cage so It wouldn't bite anyone in Las Piñas City late Sunday 
night. The couple's noisy quarrel and the dog's barking annoyed neighbor 
‘Jose Rey, 39, who shot Carifo in the right arm and the left side of the body. 


PO1 Eduardo Correa arrested Rey. 


Christian V. Esguerra 


Editor Louie C. Camino 
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Color-coding for buses on Edsa 


Decline noted in number of passengers; Manila to phase out pedicabs 


By Alcuin Papa 
and Jerome Aning 


HAPPY days might soon be 
over for public utility air- 
conditioned buses plying 
Edsa as the Metropolitan 
Manila Development Au- 
thority announced yester- 
day that it might reimpose 
the color-coding scheme on 
these buses to reduce the 
number of rush-hour ve- 
hicles on the Caloocan-to- 
Pasay road. 


Teacher’s rapist 
sentenced to 40 
years in prison 
By Christian V. Esguerra 


APASAY City court has sentenced 
а man to as long as 40 years in 
prison for robbing and raping a 
teacher under a bridge in the city 
two years ago. 

Judge Porfirio Macaraeg found 
Francis Malabanan guilty of the 
special complex crime of robbery 
with rape and ordered him to pay 
the woman P105,000 in damages, 

The woman, a teacher in 
Makati City, was waiting for aser- 
vice shuttle in Villamor at about 5 
a.m. on Feb. 11, 2000 when 
Malabanan and an unidentified 
companion approached her and 
took her jewelry and other per- 
sonal belongings at knife point, 
according to the 10-page decision 
of Judge Macaraeg. 

The two men then dragged the 
woman toward the side of the 
road just beneath a bridge where 
they took turns in raping her, 
court records showed. 

The woman managed to escape 
after she kicked the knife out of 
Malabanan's hand, and she ran 
for help. Malabanan's companion 
is still at large. 


Reporter loses 
P10,000 to 
‘Salisi Gang’ 

By Philip C. Tubeza 


AMANILA Standard reporter lost 
nearly P10,000 to a suspected 
“Salisi Gang" member while the 
reporter was eating at a Jollibee 
outlet in Ermita, Manila. 

The fast-food shop is just in front 
ofthe National Bureau of Investiga- 
tion and within walking distance of 
the Ermita police station and the 
Western Police District headquar- 
ters, both on UN Avenue, 

‘The Ermita police car that was 
supposed to accompany the vic- 
tim, Evelyn Z. Macairan, to look 
for the culprit arrived at the WPD 
headquarters 45 minutes after 
she reported the incident, 

Macairan said she lost her 
green bag while she was eating in 
the fast-food shop at about 6:45 
pam, Sunday. 

She said she lost her brother's 
3210 Nokia phone worth P4,000; 
P1,000 in cash, a P3,500 tape re- 
corder, important documents, 
ATM cards, and diskettes, 

Macairan said she and Philip- 
pine Star reporters Cecile Suerte- 
Felipe and Shiela Crisostomo 
were supposed to attend the wake 
of the father of Newsbreak re- 
porter Aries Rufo but they de- 
cided to have dinner first. 

Macairan said that while she 
was eating, she realized that her 
bag was missing. 

She said there was no security 
guard at the restaurant when she 
lost her bag. 

"It was only when we returned 
with the policemen that I saw a 
security guard," she sald. 

Macairan and the two other re- 
porters went to the WPD head- 
quarters to report the loss, 

‘They were supposed to board a 
patrol car ofthe Ermita police sta- 
tion to look around in the vicinity 
of the food outlet, But they said 
they had to wait for 45 minutes 
before the ear arrived. Police said 
their car had a flat tire, 


MMDA Chair Benjamin Abalos 
yesterday said he had noticed a 
decline in the number of commut- 
ers riding air-conditioned buses 
along Edso during rush hours. Не 
said he would meet with the bus 
‘owners and “give them the option 
to recall some of their vehicles 
during the rush hour.” 

If the owners would not be 
agreeable to this, the MMDA 
would no longer exempt their 
buses from the agency's color-cod- 
ing scheme, according to Abalos, 

"If they would not agree, then I 
think itis high time to reconsider 
color-coding for buses," Abalos said. 


соон 


He said the unregulated орега- 
tion of pedicabs also causes traffic 
congestion not only in Manila but 
also in many other parts of the 
metropolis, 

A few years ago, the Unified 
Vehicle Volume Reduction Pro- 
gram, more popularly known as 
the “color-coding” scheme,” cov- 
ered buses, But the MMDA lifted 
the ban to accommodate the large 
number of bus riders. 

But with the opening of the 
Metro Rail Transit on Edsa, the 
number of bus commuters has 
considerably decreased, 

“During rush hour, I see that 


Abalos said. 


most of the buses plying Edsa are 
not full so let's see if we can re- 
duce the volume of vehicles this 
way (through color-coding)," 


In Manila, the days of pedicabs 
may also be numbered, The city 
government will soon be phasing 
them out even as it looks for an 
alternative source of income for 
the drivers and operators that will 
be displaced by the move. 
"Driving a pedicab is very dan- 
gerous not only for the driver but 
(also) for the passenger," Manila 
Mayor Lito Atienza said in the city 
government's monthly publica- 


He also sai 


the ruling commun 


ERI ARAZAS 


Teeners cool down with a water hose on а street in Las Piñas City, while the temperature continues to shoot up as the 
usual summer water crisis threatens the metropolis, Authorities warn that the water crisis will peak in three years’ time, 


MMDA keeps hands off 
Navotas landfill issue 


By Alcuin Papa 


‘THE METROPOLITAN Manila Develop- 
ment Authority is keeping its hands off 
the controversial multimillion-peso gar- 
bage facility in Navotas, whose residents 
are protesting the project. 

MMDA Chair Benjamin Abalos said in a 
telephone interview that he is leaving the 
issue to the Department of Environment 
and Natural Resources, 

He said the Navotas project would have 
to pass the scrutiny of the DENR before it 
is issued an environmental compliance 
certificate (ECC). 

"If he DENR says it’s safe, then who are 
we to prevent the construction of the fa- 
cility,” Abalos explained, 

He said the proponents of the facility 
already submitted an environmental im- 
pact study. According to the findings, the 
facility would be environmentally sound 
and safe, he said. 

Navotas Mayor Toby Tiangco said the 
project is covered by Republic Act No. 
9003, which allows local government 
units to use “controlled disposal facilities" 
fora period of five years from the effectiv- 
ity of the law. 

Navotas residents, mostly fishpond 
owners backed by leftist groups, have said 
the facility would poison the Navotas wa- 
ters and eventually kill the local fishing 
industry. d 

Abalos said the residents “will have all 
the chance to air their protest before the 
DENR.” 

Navotas Mayor Tobias Tiangco had 
said the facility, which would begin op- 


eration later this month, would be safe for 
the environment. 

In cooperation with the Manila city 
government, Navotas is converting a 10- 
hectare fishpond in Barangay Tanza into 
a "controlled garbage facility" to accom- 
modate 2,000 tons of garbage daily. 

Tiangco's office emphasized that the fa- 
cility would accommodate only garbage 
from Navotas and from Manila's transfer 
station at Pier 18. 

Navotas resident Salvador Monroy said 
he and other residents fear the garbage 
might spill into Manila Bay while being 
transported by barges. 

Monroy said he filed a formal com- 
plaint with the local government, saying 
that “ecology-wise,” it would not be advis- 
able to turn a fishpond into a garbage fa- 
cility. He warned that garbage might 
overflow from the former fishpond during 
the rainy season, 

Tiangco stressed that no garbage 
would fall off the barges and there would 
be no leak at the facility 

Natural impermeable clay walls will 
protect the controlled disposal facility, ac- 
cording to the mayor. 

‘These walls, together with other pro- 
tective barriers, will prevent leakage. 

The facility is 3.7 kilometers from the 
nearest residential area in Tanza, Tiangco 
pointed out, 

"Those who are opposing it do not base. 
their arguments on technical or scientific 
grounds,” he said in a statement yester- 
day. "Lam sure that they are being used as 
pawns by people who have a political 
stake in this issue.” 


He noted that the protesting groups 
could not present any alternative to the 
project, "If they have a better idea, then 
they should come out with it,” he said in 
his statement, 

He said that with the Tanza facility, the 
town would be able to save at least P30 mil- 
lion per year, since it would not need the ser- 
vices of a contractor to haul garbage from the 
present transfer station on C4 Road and R10 
to its final destination. 

‘The savings would be used to fund munici- 
pal development projects, Tiangco said. 

He said he would close the transfer station 
and replace it with the Tanza facility, “which is 
not along a main road, not in a prime location, 
is four kilometers from the nearest residential 
area and is in accordance with the law," 

The mayor's statement explained that a 
buffer zone and litter fence would be built so 
that the garbage is properly contained. 

The waste will be sprayed with organic 
enzymes so it does not smell. A six-inch soil 
cover applied daily will be another safety pro- 
tection against the stench as well as against. 
scavenging birds and animals at the disposal 
site, he said 

In a media forum last week, a group of 
Tanza residents asked the MMDA and the 
DENR to stop Philippine Ecology Systems 
Corp. (Phileco) from transporting trash to the 
Navotas facility. 

The militant group Pamalakaya and Bayan 
Muna-Navotas chapter joined the residents in 
asking the MMDA and the DENR to recall the 
permit issued by the municipal government 
to Phileco. 

One of the forum speakers, Romy Hidalgo, 
said the trash to be hauled from Pier 18 was 
the same garbage "turned away" from 
Semirara Island last year. With a report 
from Volt Contreras 


Foul play suspected in trader's death 


By Alcuin Papa 


INVESTIGATORS suspect foul play in the 
death of a Makati businessman who was. 
found dead in his condominium unit Sun- 
day nigh 

The victim was identified as Alberto 
Ruiz de la Rama, 38, single, of the Makati 


Prime City Condominium in San Antonio 
Village, Makati City. 

Investigator SPO3 Rio Bucalan of the 
Makati City Police Criminal Investigation 
Division said a relative found De la 
Rama's body at about 11 p.m. 

‘The victim had two gunshot wounds in 
the left side of the chest from his own .45 


caliber pistol, police said, 

‘They said the case could not be a simple 
suicide, An investigator said suicides usu- 
ally inflict a single gunshot wound, not two, 
‘on themselves, Most suicides also point the 
gun to the head instead of the chest area, 
other investigators said, De la Вата rela- 
tives have yet to be questioned by police. 


tion “Maynila Ngayon.” 

driving a pedicab 
for a living is “not humane and 
indicates social disparity.” 

Atienza noted that rickshaws— 
carriages pulled by humans—had 
long been phased out in China after 
arty consid- 
ered the practice as inhuman. 

But Atienza said he under- 
stands pedicabs could not be im- 
mediately banned until City Hall 
finds an alternative employment 
for the drivers and operators. 

He said he has assigned a team 
from the Pamantasang ng 
Lungsod ng Maynila to conduct a 


study of the phaseout plan and to 
look for alternative livelihood for : 
those who would be affected. 

Hundreds of pedicabs ply many 
of Manila's streets, especially 
those not serviced by bigger pub- 
lic vehicles, 

Atienza has ordered the com- 
pulsory registration of all pedicabs 
in Manila. He said the drivers 
would be asked to undergo a semi- 
nar on traffic rules and road cour- 
tesy before they would be given 
permits to ply their routes. 

He said pedicab drivers should 
also follow ordinances that regu- 
late their movements. 


Pasay fears Naia 
transmission lines 
despite assurance 


By Christian V. Esguerra 


‘THE NINOY Aquino International Airport Termi- * 
nal 3 might have а “dark” future if the Manila 
Electric Co. fails to convince Pasay City residents 
that the construction of transmission lines in 
Villamor would not jeopardize their safety. 

If the residents are not convinced, the contro- 
versial airport project might have no electricity 
when it opens in December. 

The Pasay government has asked Meralco to 
secure a new environmental compliance certifi- 
cate (ECC) for the construction of transmission 
lines on the densely populated 12% Street in 
Barangay Villamor, said Councilor Allan 
Panaligan, head of the city council's committees 
on engineering and public works and on patri- 
mony, land use and zoning. 

Panaligan said the transmission lines are a key 
part of the Naia project since 60 percent of the 
project's 115-kilovolt capacity would supply elec- 
tricity to the new terminal 

“Without them (transmission lines), how will 
the terminal operate?” Panaligan told the In- 
quirer in telephone interview. 

But before the DENR could grant an ECC, 
the giant electric firm would first have to con- 
vince hundreds of protesting Villamor resi- 
dents that the transmission cables were not a 
health hazard. 

In a public hearing last Saturday, Panaligan 
said Villamor barangay chair Rey Gubatan had 
already told Meralco and airport officials that 
the residents would not approve the electric 
project. In the same hearing, a health depart- 
ment official said there was no concrete proof 
that the transmission lines posed a health haz- 
ard, Panaligan said. 

He said the residents feared the electromag- 
netic field from the lines could cause health prob- 
Jems such as cancer. 

Meralco previously secured an ECC for the 
construction of transmission lines on Sales Street 
in Villamor, but the Philippine Air Force opposed 
the project since it would supposedly be danger- 
ous to helicopters taking off and landing in its 
headquarters, he said, 


Canadian visitor 
robbed by friendly 
cross-dresser 


CANADIAN tourist Joseph Thomas Jones, 64, 
‘was strolling in the tourist belt in Ermita, Manila 
Sunday night when a woman befriended him, At 
least she looked like a woman, he said, 

Jones said that when the stranger started talk- 
ing, he realized that "she" was a gay man dressed 
аз a woman. Before the foreigner could protest, 
the cross-dresser grabbed P1,500 in cash from 
his pant pocket and fled, he said. 

Jones, а retired fireman from British Columbia 
‘who was staying at the Paragon Tower on Flores 
Street in Ermita, said he was not able to run after 
the gay suspect, according to SPO1 Jacinto A. 
Amor of the Western Police District General As- 
Philip C. Tubeza 
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KOREAN music executive David Shim, pr 
dent and chief executive officer of Westwood 
‘Media in Korea, was in Manila recently to close 
a co-production deal with local promoter Mark 
Roces and the National Broadcasting Network 
(NBN) for “Dream Search,” a talent search pro- 
gram that NBN will launch in May. 

"We're all excited about this tie-up with 
David Shim’s search that aims to support and 
promote the Filipino musical artists in the re- 
gional and international market," said NBN 


with DreamWorks SKG in Hollywood, the com- 
pany that Steven Spielberg formed along with 
Jeffrey Katzenberg and David Geffen in 1995. 
Ina recent interview with Shim during his 
visit to the NBN Studios, the Korean business- 
man explained that the search for new talents 
is an ongoing process in the music business. 
“Discovering raw talent is like finding a pre- 
cious gem," he said, "But it is the process of pol- 
ishing the gem that is important, so that eventu- 
ally it becomes a beautiful diamond or ruby. 


Тһа all part of the production, the responsibil- 
ity of the music company to mold these raw tal- 
ents to become international recording artists,” 

Inspired by the popular “Star Search” in the 
US, "Dream Search” started in Korea last year, 

Shim started his own talent search program 
їп Korea last year. Similar programs in Japan 
and Hong Kong followed shortly, Nego 
tions are now underway in Jakarta, Kuala 
Lumpur and Singapore. 

“The Asian market has become very impor- 


nth | 


tant to the music industry,” explained Shim, 
“Somewhere out there is the future Michael 
Jackson or Madonna or Britney Spears and all 
we need to do is find him or her. This is what 
DreamSearch will do for us." 

“Dream Search” is among the new pro- 
grams that NBN will launch this quarter, in- 
cluding the MBA 2002 Season, PBL 2002 Sea- 
son, “Eskwela ng Bayan” and the debate pro- 
gram, "Panindigan Mo sa Plaza Miranda." 


president and chair Mia Concio. “I'm particu- 
larly impressed with his enthusiasm for the 
Filipino talent.” 

Likewise, Shim is optimistic about the venture, 
“Filipinos are very talented and you have a lot of 


maiie mesime | NOAYON PELIKULA NA! 
noted Shim, “This is the primary reason we are | 
bringing Dream Search" to the Philippines E N e 
А to NBN network J 
Isabelo, "Dream Search is the talent search |. Q5, SALDANA 
DREW LAKDYAK 
B 1 | 
ЙИШ BLANDYAL 


program that local singers may have been 
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waiting for. At stake is the chance to sign a 
ing contract with an international label. 
Shim was formerly president of EMI Korea 
and Warner Music Korea, He is also associated 
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may have her mistakes but loving Rico wasn't 
one of them. And I’m sure that even Rico 
would not want all their happy memories to 
80 to waste, 

If there's anything to be learned from the 
abrupt and sorry ending of their love affair, its 
that even if we walk away from love, when we 
still have it within us, that love will just keep. 
haunting us 

Only Rico and Claudine really know. 

For feedback, e-mail luvludg Ghotmail com, 
friends. at. dsquareQyahoo.com, 
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SOME female stars dread turning 40, 
but for Jodie Foster, it's bound to be 
"а wonderful time in a woman's life, 
You can look back on everything you've 
accomplished, there are much fewer 
Question marks in your life, and you can 
feally enjoy yourself.” 

Foster was shooting the breeze re- 

Sintly with Larry King on his TV show, 
pn the occasion ofthe release of her lat- 
est starrer, "Panic Room." King was 
frankly smitten with her verve and tal- 
tent, and so was this viewer. 
27 Listening to her sharing her percep- 
tive thoughts on life and the movies was 
ix bracing experience, after all the shal- 
low show biz interviews we've heard 
recently. . 

What aré Foster's prospect for the 
near future? She still wants to direct 
Russell Crowe in "Flora Plum,” а 
project that had to be postponed due to 
the injuries they both suffered recently, 
She loves directing more than acting, 
tiplike others who find being the prime 
mover of an entire film much more 
stressful than just acting and worrying 
about only one character. 

Foster’s logic: Directing is difficult 
because you have to be on top of so 
many things, but is easier in the sense 
that you're in control, you're the leader, 
and what you says, goes, On the other 
hand, an actor has to worry only about 
his role, but acting is stressful because 
you're always trying to please other 

ople, 
^2 How's Foster as an actress? She looks 
cpol and professional, but she makes it 
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a point to bring her personal feelings to 
her performances. In fact, she declares, 
"Every character you play is you.” 

How does she choose her roles? "T 
works little, so have to feel really pas- 
sionately about a part for me to accept 
it,” And she isn't closed to criticism, un- 
like some of her colleagues. “I like criti- 
cism, it's important to me, she says. 
"Good critics help mel" 

Best movies on Cinemax 
YES, you can see good movies on cable 
TV. Take a look at these promising pros- 
pects this month on the Cinemax chan- 
nel: 

Tuesday, April 9 at В a.m., “The Se- 
cret of My Success.” 1 pm., "55 Days at 
Peking." Wednesday, April 10 at 9 p.m., 
“animal Factory.” Thursday, April 11, 
“The End of the Affair." 

Friday, April 12 at 12:25 a.m., “Fear 
and Loathing in Las Vegas.” Saturday, 
Apri] 13 at 3:15 p.m., “Tea with 
Mussolini," 4:30 a.m., "Map of the Hu- 
man Heart.” Sunday, April 14 at 8 a.m., 
“The Whole Nine Yards.” 

Monday, April 15 at 7:30 p.m., 
“Against Their Will.” Tuesday, April 16 
at 5:45 p.m., “Scrooged.” Wednesday, 
April 17 at 9 p.m., "The Warden," 
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‘Thursday, April 18 at 7:30 a.m., "Dr. 
Strangelove Or: How I Learned to Stop 
‘Worrying and Love the Bomb.” 

Saturday, April 20 at 5:15 p.m., 
"Election." Sunday, 

a.m., "The Philadelphia Experiment.” 
Tuesday, April 23 at 11:30 a.m., "The. 
Jerk.” 

Wednesday, April 24 at 9 p.m., "The 

ees Mile." Friday, April 26 at 3:45 

p.m., "The Glenn Miller Story," Sunday, 
April 28 at 9 p.m., “Being John 
Malkovich." 

New shows, seasons 
on Studio 23 

AT p.m, last Monday, April 1, the fifth 
season of “Buffy, the Vampire Slayer," 
starring Sarah Michelle Gellar, pre- 
miered on Studio 23, 

On Tuesday, April 2 at 8 p.m., 
“Dawson's Creek" launched its fifth sea- 
son, with James Van Der Beek, 
Katie Holmes, Joshua Jackson, 
Michelle Williams and Kerr Smith 
playing lead roles. At 9 p.m., David 
Boreanz returned in “Angel,” playing a 
vampire with a soul. 

‘Wednesday, April 3, Studio 23 pre- 
miered “Baywatch Hawaii" at 8 p.m. 
The show's new, up-and-coming stars 
include Brooke Burns, Michael 
Bergin, Jason Brooks, Stacy Lee 
Kamano and Jason Mamoa. 

Feedback 
MONTHS ago, we bumped into Amy 
Austria at a theater and she came over 
to ask if we'd gotten her e-mail regard- 
ing our piece on her in "Bagong 


Buwan." No, such luck, we said, and let 
itgo at that. 

Well, a few days ago, Amy's e-mail 
finally reached us, like a voice from the 
past, and we're running it now: 

"Dear NUT, I just wanted to say 

thank you for the write-up you did on 
me that other day. ТЁЗ the best article 
ever written about me and I just 
wanted you to know that...” 
JUST the other day, we got a phone call 
from Tita Mufioz, who expressed her 
appreciation for the recent piece we did 
on her. Like Amy, Tita said it was the 
best thing she'd read on her, Hey, this 
could go to our head! 

‘Thanks, ladies—we assure you, you 
deserve every word of praise in those 
articles! 

Text your choice of movie 
CINEMA One, the Filipino movie chan- 
nel, invites texters to pick one of three 
possible films for a given night, with the 
channel airing the movie that garners 
the most texted “votes.” 

On April 16, "Luv Txt” stars Judy 
Ann Santos, Wowie de Guzman 
and Russell C. Mon, under the direc- 
tion of Rowell Santiago. “Kahit Isang 
Saglit" also stars Judy Ann, this time 
with Piolo Pascual and Leandro 
Muñoz. And "Radio Romance” has an 
ensemble cast headed by Rico Yan 
and Claudine Barretto. 

Which film is your choice for sereen- 
ing on Cinema One? Watch out for the 
My Movie Special plugs airing on the 
channel, 
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The stars of 

"Black Hawk Down" 
and "She's All That" 
are paired for the 
first time in this 
Year's Most 
Romantic Comedy 
about Love with 
alot of air! 


Regular showing on April 10 at the SM CINEMAS. 
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Too much 
doubt, too 
many questions 


"REMEMBER the day 
I borrowed your 
brand new car and I 
dented it? I thought 
you'd kill me, but you 
didn't. 

"And remember 
the time I dragged 
you to the beach, and 
you said it would rain 
and it did? I thought 


you'd say, “Itold you Dolly Anne 
зо,” But you didn't. 


“Do you remember Carvajal 


the time I flirted with all the guys to make you 
jealous and you were? I thought you'd leave 
me, but you didn't, 

“Do you remember the time I spilled straw- 
berry pie all over your car rug? I thought you'd 
hit me, but you didn't, 

“And remember the time I forgot to tell you 
the dance was formal and you showed up in 
jeans? I thought you'd drop me, but you 
didn't, 

“Yes, there were a lot of things that you 
didn't do. 

"But you putup with me, and you loved me 
and you protected me. 

"There were a lot of things I wanted to make 
up to you when you returned from Vietnam. 

“But you didn't," —Anoynymous 

I was at a loss as to how to react to the e- 
mail overload on the controversies surround- 
ing Claudine Barretto after Rico Yan's un- 
timely demise. So 1 opted to start off with a 
poem I found in Leo Buscaglia's “Living 
Loving and Learning.” Surely not only 
Claudine can relate to the poignant message 
of the poem above, 

Tm pretty sure most of you got copies of all 
those "poison mail." Shouldn't the intrigues 
have been buried with Rico? 

I guess there aresome issues that will only 
fester if you bury them alive, There are just 
too many doubts, too much speculation, too 
many queries that can't be ignored. Ques- 
tions from readers such as, why was 
Claudine with Raymart Santiago in Subi 
during Holy Week if she claims that she still 
loves Rico? Why was Claudine relegated to 
the background during Rico's interment? 
Was she really barred from going near Rico's 
casket? Was she really set to sue Rico for al- 
leged physical injuries after their lover's 
quarrel got out of hand? 

Why did eyewitness reports say that Rico 
referred to Claudine as “the woman out of 
my life" when he dedicated a song to her 
during his last night in Dos Palmas while 
Claudine insists they were in the process of 
fixing things? If Rico didn't die, would she 
stop seeing Raymart and take Rico back? Ad 
infinitum. 

Marjorie texted me from Hong Kong re- 
questing me to pray for all of Claudine's de- 
tractors, 

At first, 1 asked myself if I should even 
touch on the topic, considering that news 
about Rico and Claudine is already coming 
ош of everyone's ears. But I could not ignore 
the number of e-mails I got from concerned, 
curious, confused readers, 

We all have our own stories of how itis to 
lose an ex, and not necessarily to death; 
maybe he found someone else. When your 
boyfriend has another woman, that could be 
fatal, but death is а final blow. 

Isit less painful knowing that your ex i still 
around but he's no longer yours, or accepting 
that your ex has died and you were the last 
woman in his life? 1 always tease one one of 
my exes, "Ifyou can't live without me, why are 
you still alive?” 

Теге not pass judgment on Claudine, She 
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‘Hot money’ inflow picking up, says BSP 


T * By Elena R. Torrijos the first three-month portfolio in- rate and its high gross interna- nesses as these institutions sup" 
INDICATORS] ji i Neuen det inflow 108959. lonalrsevesmi commibiped ‘potted Hes baglntt former ee 
THE COUNTRY saw a healthier million as the total inflow of attracting portfolio investments. dent Estrada,” Morgan Stanley 
net inflow of portfolio funds or $375.5 million exceeded the total п а report Thursday, Morgan said 

CURRENCIES de socalled Hee money last outflow of $278.6 million during Stanley noted “that a majority of It also said that it was most 
а PESO-DOLLAR RATE попаз investors started recon- the period. portfolio managers are showinga bearish on the Philippines be- 
sidering financial investment op- Buenaventura expressed confi- fundamental change in attitude cause the country's economic 
ar 51.095 Si portunities in Southeast Asia dence that portfolio funds would toward the marginalized markets managers would likely match any 
Heel pm, Avi am "while interest rates in the United continue to come in, particularly of Malaysia, Thailand, Indonesia US rate increases given the 
States remained low. in view of rating firm Standard & ала the Philippines.” government's heavy foreign and 
Ww 131,30 BSI і In a briefing Friday, Bangko Poor's recent move upgrading its Тһе US-based investment firm, domestic indebtedness and high 
17 Sentral ng Pilipinas Governor outlook оп Philippine long-term however, added that the Philip- dependency on short-term capital 

Asof5 p.m. April 8, ax Rafael Buenaventura said there credit to stable from negative. pines was viewed more asa “cycli- and remittances. 
GOLD: $298.70/299.20 Was a net inflow of $25.1 million  Healso pointed out that portfo- cal play” rather than astoryofreal Morgan Stanley predicted that 
in March as $146 million in funds lio ог short-term funds had been economic and corporate reforms. — US short-term rates would rise by. 
JS ia 1920 2190 259627 1 2 3 4 8 канай entered the local financial system flowing into the country because “There is a consensus that 175 basis points in the second half 
MARCH APRIL Art 200 against the $120.9 million that of the interest rate differential there will be limited progress on ofthe year to bring the US Federal. 
was taken ош. This was a marked that the BSP maintained between economic and fiscal restructuring Reserve Bank's rate to 3.5 percent. 
р increase over the net inflow of peso-denominated and dollar-de- as President Macapagal-Arroyo is The BSP usually takes its cue in 
STOCK MARKET $1.7 million in March last year. nominated financial assets. The heavily indebted to the Church, adjusting its Balle rates from the 

PEESO TENDER ‘The March figures brought up country’s stable foreign exchange the landed gentry and big busi- Federal Reserve Bank's moves. 


р Despite DOJ stance, GMA upholds cement tariff 


‘GRAPHS BY RONNIE CABUANG 


higher Friday in re- 

actionto Standard & 
Poor's upgrading its long-term 
credit outlook for the country to 


By Dona Pazzibugan “Туе said itseveral times: Isup- tured cement. last Thursday. 
port Secretary Manuel Roxas’ po- She said they just followed the “(The Tariff Commission's de- 
PRESIDENT Macapagal-Arroyo sition,” Ms Macapagal said in her prices of local cement manufac- cision) may be binding, but it can 
stable from negative, dealers yesterday upheld the Department weekly radio program yesterday. turers. still be reviewed," he said. 
ma soomiasami oes е Industry's decision — “1 disagree with the Tariff Press Secretary Rigoberto He said the Cabinet committee 
The гир Stock: Ex: MARCH Ана. il c з claim that (tariffs) Tiglao said the Cabinet Committ ffs and related 
Gate ЕР ao tae to impose punitive tariffs on ce- Commission's cl g abinet Committe on tariffs and related matters 
MU бийинин men don’t affect (local) manufactur- on Tariffand Related Matters was "could ask the Tariff Commission 
erate volume of P452.63 million. This despite the Department of ers. They are greatly affected," reviewing the Tariff to study it after the review." 
Atvancers beat gainers 2210 18 and there were 20 stocks unchanged, Justice's legal opinion that the she went on. Commission's decision. The DTI raised the cement 
Consumer prices wore 3.6 percent higher year-on-year in March, the Tariff Commission's order lifting Ms Macapagal lambasted ce- Тһе committee is composed of tariff issue to the Cabinet-level 
National Statistics Office sald the provisional tariff imposed by ment importers who, without the the DTI, Department of Finance Tariff and Related Matters fol- 
Ttoame after Inflation touched a two-year low in February at34 percent, е DT! is binding. tariff, had brought in cheaper ce- and the National Economic and lowing its setback at the Tariff 
triggering the last cut in the central bank's overnight rates. The DOJ said the DTY’sonly re- ment from abroad Development Authority. Commission. 
“AL 3,6 percent, that means Interest rates wil stil be low, and this has course was to ask the President She said the importers did not  Tiglao could not say ifthe re- In an earlier interview, Roxas 
inspired buying in select blue chips and secondliners Ike Ayala Landand о suspend the Tariff sell the cement at prices lower view process would be affected by said the trade department had to 
Filinvest,” said BPI Securities investmentanalyst Spencer Yap.Reuters,AFP — Commission's order. than those of locally manufac- the DOJ opinion, which came out DESPITE/ BS 


ex Fou ewe 


Choose ШЫ 15 TET ENG models and enjoy limited- -time-only choices of Easy- To-Own Schemes! 
um г 


RACE FOR 0% INTEREST DEAL tor an nevo пове" 
FOR LOW DOWN DEAL она ғаз воо nownnayment 
( ICE FOR LOW MONTHLY DEAL а ом ас 06207 


БЕШТИ financing schemes: 


SPECIAL CASH DEAL 
Fr mith or 


‘Subject to bank approval. 

Promo period: April 5 to 30, 2002. 

fae Dom уты M feb epee ME AND MY 

с. RO Downpayment for the DLX Gas- DEVO 
отт Dom Dyer for na DLX Qa 


NOW AVAILABLE, THE NEW 2.4L DIESEL REVO SR REM 
ФР TOYOTA 


Rush to your noarost Toyota dealers today. 

Benet nt seria NOR PR partu REA ae ERR A NT RR RIA e Bags Са КОННИ TOOTA BEA M Жн Gop, ey OCEANI BE 
TOYOTA CNDAJIATUAN CK Vs Па Mao io Dang Ste vun Cy i EP o0 TOYOTA CAGAYAN DE ORO, He Vv Заха у-ну Калкар Cr a Oye 1977 ВВ БЫЛ TOYOTA CEBU CIV NE. 8a Caan Caoa Cy TOYOTA СУММА. s arr Cy Од УНЫ TOYOTA 
cen ave nem En ai ee NOR CRM tm Gne my t es ОТОО ба rola Ca yen i d STEP ORGANE Ve n Got rn it TORTE 
‘arora PASONG Vi, то, rd P Crus, om Go itat TOYOTA SUEEON AVENUE es b Gein uet Gat Gp ТЗП ш 98 TOYOTA SHAN. oe, tno Cu DPA ш  ТОТОПТА SUINNTOAR. Т E тойып he Bo. Gn Pap Cn ect e E 


= coments cm PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER mma s 
—— (€ НАЧАТЬ ет 


——SBUsINESS-——————— eo e nam 


Gov't disputes lobby group's Lights, camera, auction 


ONE render sent me a message over 
е celi phone recently. Let's see you, 
Adong banal te readerpoliey uod BREAKTIME, 


е е ө e Й T 
claims vs RP anti-piracy drive 5. 
raises its income by P3.5 billion. Isit Corrado R. 


" okay for the Department. ra 
By Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. oui а by copyright көш ap-apacia| intellectual able se етае е pensis o LE RM pies oop he enti oF Banal Ш 


б dustries in the US." The US ac- property courts to hasten the those who violate the law. "Prom- heavy equipment uU inthe ft see li 
AMERICAN companies may be, counts for nearly a quarter of the Fesolution of IPR cases, She said ises made should be promises Uhren Inthe жеш wre ded 
losing $120 million yearly from’ estimated $12 billion in losses the executive branch was relent- kept," Lash said. first place, I'm not sure Casino Fili- drama, no minimum price. Thus, 
bootleggers of software, movie, from IPR violations worldwide, _lessly pursuing violators through But Francisco countered that pino uses much heavy equipment, I buyers always have the chance to get 
musicand ЬооК їп the Philippines ^ Francisco said the ІРО would various enforcement agencies. the ПРА wanted to use the gov- suspect it needs armored trucks for items they can afford. 

but this is only a pittance com- counter the IIPA's claims that The ПРА, a group of seven ernment as one huge collecting hauling that kind of money. Prices can go down considerably. 
pared to the $2.6 billion annual there was no concerted govern- trade associations composed of agent for intellectual property Т only know the DTI's Bureau of The auction, in effect, does away 
losses they incur from copyright ment effort against intellectual 1,450 US copyright-based сот. owners that file cases but who Import Services, or BIS, in effect, with the mark-ups of middlemen. АЙ 
infringement in the United property violations in the Philip-- panies, successfully convinced abandon the same when they forced a stop to public auctions of those layers of mark-ups can reach 
States. pines during the US-Philippines the US Trade Representative to have reached settlement agree- heavy equipment. It is not issuing 50 percent of the price. 

This was stressed by Intellec- Trade and Investment Council nudge the Philippines from the ments with violators. This is import perms anymore: , To think, guys like Sytin sell the 
tual Property Office director gen- Meeting in Manila today. ordinary to the priority watchlist why criminal cases involving „ 80 says Dominic Sytin. He owns imported used heavy equipment 
eral Emma С. Francisco who has Francisco said the “three of the world's worst IPR violators IPR violations have been settled and runs the company United Auc mostly to local government units and 
disputed the American lobby branches of government have іп its Special 301 report Without the knowledge of pros МОй inValeumunla rl plore: petente contraciocs, which are ано 
group international Intellectual joined hands to combat piracy During a visit to the Philippines ecution and enforcement agen- peas cmerya bo ^ Тс actual problem i de i 
Property Alliance's latest attempt and protect intellectual property last year US Department of Gom- cies who discover that a settle- Туе Auctioneer is one of the ported used SUVs and vans, Theyre 
to belittle the Philippine owners." merce Assistant Secretary Will. ment has been made only when targets of the DTI, which makes too cheap. They compete with simi- 
government’ efforts in protect- ^ She said Congress has ratified lam Lash Ш said the Unites States the complainants do not appear Japanese and American car assem- larly imported brand-new SUVs and 
ing copyrights, patents and other several bills that would was not satisfied with the Philip- during the course of the investi-blershere happy, by putting guyslike vans of car companies. 
intellectual property rights (IPR). strengthen the country's rules pines’ efforts to curb the rampant gation. Sytin out of business. But the DTI must please these 

Francisco said: "The Philip- against pirates with a number of violation of intellectual property The IPO maintained that that vee companies. To do that, it seems the 
pines is willing to learn from the related bills still in the pipeline. rights which he said has robbed the country has one ofthe lowest OVER the greater radio program BIS is willing to sacrifice the business 
best practices that the US will She said the Supreme Court has American companies of $200 mil- incidence of piracy in Asean and Barangay 1026 on Angel Radio, for used heavy equipment. I think 
adopt to address the $2.6 billion designated seven regional trial lion in losses last year. that the ПРА itself acknowledged буйл said the Bureau of Customs no something is wrong. 

Lash said it was not enough that the bootlegged copies were longer accepts payments of duties s 
that the country has rules outlaw- coming from the country’s neigh- and taxes for imported used vehicles. NOW, 1 heard that Ephraim 
ing illegal copying of patented bors such as Malaysia and Tai- Apparently, the DTI does not re- Genuino, chair of Pagcor, owner of 
М works, the government should be spect the opinion ofthe Office ofthe Casino Filipino, wants to raise the 
SONTE AAD TLA President, Department of Justiceand company's income by another P500. 
the Office of the Government Corpo- to P600 million a month. 
Ts pleased to invite you to an p t rate Counsel Maybe thats why the DTI thinks. 
free Cal ‘Allofthemsldtheimparation of sal right todo away with cheap 
used vehicles in Subic is legal. It is used trucks and heavy equipment, 
Industry Analysis Werkshep i contrary te the DTI position. Pre: stopping thelr importation, There's 
А cisely, the DTI tried to stop the im- Casino Filipino, anyway. 
et portation by declaring it illegal. Most likely Genuino will hit his 


April 25 & 26, 2002, 1:00 pm.-530 pm. à leswheretheBlSisusefulToac- target. I heard that he already 
PLDT Hill, UA&P Campus, Ortigas Center, Pasig City р cept payment for duties and taxes, stopped the practice of Casino 
the customs bureau requires those — Filipino's honoring checks. 


M Microeconomio Censeps Relevant to Industry ЩТ! Structure-Conduot- www. webnetph.com BIS import permits. Today, the BISis — Bigiime players, of course, сот. 
Performance Framework Щ Porter's Five Fores Framework of Industry just not issuing any. plained that they had to carry around 
Anal yis An Analysis of the Rotail Trade Industry M Cose Discusion Domain Namo Registration For no reason at all, basta, all ofa millions of cash. Genuino reportedly 
Wob Hosting sudden, this BIS can deny anybody told them that Casino Filipino does 
E-mail Account am import permit for used vehicles, пос need their millions, 
Website Maintonanc and the BIS can even claim its just — Moderation isthe buzzword at the 
‘Website promotion & Markaling doing its job, Casino Filipino nowadays. Word is 
йен быу Under the rules of the BIS, impor- going around that Casino Filipino 
tation of any used vehiclesis prohib- recently banned a big-time player 
ited, Except perhaps, well, kariton. (тот any of its casinos. 
The rules were written during the Мог is, the poor guy got so 
time of Limahong. hooked on gaming that he already 
te sold the ancestral home in Forbes 
SOWHY did the BIS allow the impor Park. As a policy, Casino Filipino 
tation of used vehicles if it was does not want such players, 
against the rules? Simple, At that ane 
time, Japanese and American car as- Г 
нере yee era THEY may give Pageor more income, 
But they are now grumbling about detuali,DutGenuino probably thinks 
the importation of used SUVs and, st the backlash ean even be more 
Passenger vane. They arestying Вау. COSUY, The main criticism against 
are losing business to the imported  Pagcor is the so-called social cost o 
кре dg operating casinos, People can lose 
“Actually, Japanese and American ‘eit pants—plus their underwear. 
car assemblers also import SUVsas „ Thus, Genuino decided that Ca: 
completely built-up units. Only, they Sino Filipino should no longer honor £ 
етап дем анд thus,theyareex. Checks. Initially, his executives 
pensive, thought it would slash Pagcors in» 
Ofcourse they say it's all because come. It worked the other way. 1 
they pay too much taxes for the  Райсог5 biggest income drain 
brazd nw SUVs. The imported sec. When Genuino became chair was is 
Drehand SUVs are much cheaper "mountains of receivables, Yes, those 
Seca a ees eee checks! They were always eventually: 
But word going around indicates Written of $ 
that Japanese and American caras. S0 if Genuino hits his target to: 
semblers here ао, ег, save" alotin "aise Pagcor's income by another: 
their tex payments for imported P3- billion this year, its total income. 
[viene iv can reach roughly P17 to 18 billion. - 
Ifthat's true, the DTI is only favor- __ Now a proposed bill in Congress: 
ROTE ing the ear companies in thelr own Calls for Pagcor to set aside one per.: 
business of importation, The p] Cent of its income for livelihood: 
Date __:_Apri42, 2002 onlywants them romake the money, projects in the poorest barangays. 
pubes gue ‘That's about P175 to P180 million. > 
thes That may be something, but Г. 
Time Registration opens at 6:00 AM, Seminars ond at 5: SAY what you will about the im- don't think i's enough. 1 fink we, 
е „ыш at воо RM, Bec eri Endo дай ported secondhand SUVs and pas. stil need to create other job oppor 
Fenger vans, but I don't think we ‘nities. Like those coming from; 
тш stop the publicauction of used those buyers of secondhand trucks? 
ey ewes: and heavy equipment, t 


Venue —— : То Grand Ballroom, Dusit Hotel Nikko, Makati 


An Invitation to theTechnology Conference of theYear + i 
Cisco Systems" Showcase 2002 German lender imposes 


There is more about networking technologies that you will ever learn The Internet has changed everything about the way we work, 


бш ы a Мем ки lee stiff terms on PLDT loan; 


we will show you the future of networking technologies and teach 


join us at Showcase 2002, We look forward to seein me 
you how to face its challenges їп the real world. 1 оит 


xci By Doris С. Dumlao March when the matter was dis 
of the most exciting events on the Asia Pacific calendar. ud d Abigail L. Ho M tas roues id POT DAT. 
This is the event where you get to hear first hand from Cisco " agreed DEL ees e for: Ue 
executives the company's vision and strategies. Cisco GERMAN bilateral lender reconsideration of the stiff condi« 
ems a ierra o d xs aoe п ж " Kreditanstalt Pur Wiederaufbau ons and push for the ees of 
Internetworking experts will also provide comprehensive ar has imposed four stilf condi- some of the funds by the end ofthe 
techs Toiqualify for a FREE* seat fil-out the form | ИЧИН ШЕШ АШЧЫ dr 
S bulk of the $149-million loan it ear "The sources suid PLDT president? 
Choose from 20 topics (in four breakout rooms) below and send fax to 890-3590 oremail | er commiced to local telecommu- Manuel Pangilinan had committed 
e introduction to Storage Networking to registrar-cisco@pssi-intl.com. nications giant Philippine Long Dis- (о obtain the $100-million JBIC loan” 
* Deploying St tance Telephone Co. by the first half of the year. 
prone Иң Neer. Industry sources told the In- — They also said Pangilinan be- 
* Case Study: Cisco's Global Contact Center Operations Subject: Request for Cisco Complimentary Seat. Quien that the German develop- lieved it was feasible to put in place 
* Incorporating New World Contact Center Solutions into your ment bank, which has so far re- a bond float by the end of the year 
‘existing Call Center infrastructure Name: — —— e ln only е millon of the ар. but at a lower: offering size of $250 
'eployinc tions within Your tr oved loan, informed PLDT that million. 
Озрена ton rier d T [шшш The disbursement of the remaining In a separate interview, a PLOT 
"Tre fiole of Casto, Unity fand other services). in IP Telephony: EST EUM. E ш amount would depend on ће infu- official said it was “not unusual" for 
Introduction to Optical Technologies Company Name: —— —-—--—-*'-——— —— —— — ———— sion of fresh funds into the telecom creditors like KfW to give inputs on 
Deploying High Performance Metro Optical Infrastructure. пш, n A how = its debt manage- 
ing \P-based Te кама uni ес ee ‘mong the four conditions ment initiatives. 
aa А oe ey S ate eon sistas! sought by KIW, the sources said, "ТҺе KW loan is but a compo- 
" was the completion of the saleofa nent of that. The other components 
Case Study: Cisco's IP Telephony Deployment minority stake in mobile phone sub- have to be in place also,” the official 
Design and Implementation of Enterprise IP Telephony Networks Telephone no. a |. агу Smart Communications Ine, said 
Deploying and Managing Wireless LANs byte first semester of this year. IW gave us an extension t 
7 ые ‘The other conditions imposed agreed to move some of the mile- 
Deploying Enterprise Content Delivery Networks ках Number s | um posed agreed to move some of the mile 
Securing your Telecommuters and Mobile Users n * The release ofa $100-million milestone dites and KIW approved 
Understanding Firewall Technology = loan sought by PLDT from Japan (0 move at one of those,” the 
Building Next Generation DSL Networks кр international Cooper: m ones Bop à en 
Pe ^ ө The implementation of a wing a development bank, the 
доно chat Dala Seres in Motive Йй enor wmihhpntion and confirmation of your 350-million PLUT bond Пош by PLUT official said the KfW loan has 
Deploying Large Scale VPNs with MPLS sent in the conference, Walkin registrants will not be admitted. Dec. 31; and, some political components bui the 
Designing Converged Voice/Dial in Wholesale Access Environments ө To raise at least $350 million conditions being imposed were “not 
Deploying QoS for Voice and Video in IP Networks from the sale of the minority stake onerous.” 
Cisco SYSTEMS | in Smartor a bond float. The official said PLDT's debt 
at the mini-exhibit areal ‘The credit line approved by KW management initiatives were run- 
Ai GIRO Do was scheduled for disbursement ning smoothly and the demands of 
А within three years. creditors like KfW were not unrea- 
Inaspecial board meetingin late sonable, 


Professiona Systems Synergy, Ine, our event manager, will 


For more information, please contact Melanie at (632) 897-5011. 
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Banks’ NPLs still rising 


By Elena 
R. Torrijos 


whose principal or Awash with liquid- 
interest remained un- ity, banks are being 
Bald for 9O days trom pressured to lend to 
improv- due date. the private sector as 
ect The BSP data yields of government 
ronment, the asset Showed that private- borrowings have 
Guallty of the sector banks had been — declining 
dunr/s44commer started to be more sharply. 
Lea bike conte aggressiveinlending. Commercial banks 
gial banks dRued All banks, except also worked to set 
до мотет П АРТЕ those‘owned by the asidemore provisions 
ary as more bad Toans government, posted for loan losses orto 
holdings pled op loan growth, driving restructure loans. 
dings piled up... the commercial Loan loss reserves 
Bangko Sentai ng: banks’ total loan grew by 3.1 percent 
Кр Ыг Portfolio up to or P3.9 billion to 
Pilipinas said thatthe PL.606 trillion, ог P126.6 billion, bring- 
И nking p21.4 billion more ing up the reserve 
sector'snon-perform- than the previous cover to 44.2 percent 


ing loan ratio moved : 
month's level from 43.7 percent. 
up to 18.40 percent te 


in February from the 
month-ago level of 
18.30 percent. A year 
ago, the banks’ share 
of bad loans to its to- 
tal loan portfolio was 
16.62 percent. 

The increase in the 
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INTERNET APPLICATIONS. 
USING. 


INTERNET PROGRAMMING USING JAVA 
TECHNOLOGY wil equip IT Professionals with the 
technical siiis required to become, а Java 
‘Applications Developer, о Java Solutions Architect, 
сга Web Applications Developer, 


This specialization has the following components: 
* OOP Concepts with C++ 

* Introduction to Java Programming 

* Advanced Java Programming 


Li 
mer oS 


With GLOBAL WEB DEVELOPMENT IT Professionals 
сап become Web Authors equipped with 
Gompefencies that meet international standards, 


This specialization has the following components: 
+ Active Server Pages (ASP) 

+ eXtensible Markup Language (XML) 

* PERL and Common Gateway Interface 

* Macromedia Flash 5 

* ColdFusion 


NPL ratio was 
brought about by the 
PS.6-billion increase 
in the amount of 
soured loans to 
P295.6 billion from 
P290 billion, which 
was offset partly by 
the banks’ increased 
lending activity. эчань en 

Non-performing СН oiscount 
loans are loans 
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tumens. CUT TMS AD AND AVAL ОРА 

oy, ‘BUSINESS DATA MANAGEMENT USING ORACLE 

> TECHNOLOGY will help ÍT Professionals become 
Gracie Database Programmers. 


This specialization has the following components 
* ORDBMS Concepts with Oracie 


Гает * Client/Server Programming with Developer 6 
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726-7031 1724-5823, 1"723-4884 |, Makati City Tel. Nos.: 806-1435 / 806-6033 е. 


For those who appreciate the exceptional. 


‘The BMW 325iA Limited Edition, 


Introducing, the BMW 32514 Limited Edition. The best Sport Saloon is now sportier than ever, Inside the 
‘compartment, experience the fee! and see the texture of the aluminum black cubo strips, coupled with the new 
black multi-function steering wheel and leather shift knob. On the exterior, special 17-inch alloy wheels, rear 
talloipe cutter and trunk spoiler ада othe overall distinct finish, This unmatched value амаз a discerning few, 
Уе any authorized BMW dealer for full appreciation of the exceptional. 
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By Doris C. Dumlao 


LEISURE estite and gaming inm 
Belle Corp, is seeking the 10-year 
restructuring of $34.2 million 
(around P1,74 billion) worth of 
fixed-rate treusury notes set to 
mature next month 

"The company Issued «total of 
$68.5 milllon in fixed-rate trene 
sury notes, which comprise the 
biggest bulk of Its P6.5-billlon 
debi burden, 

Belle also owes German lender 
Deutsche Bank AG some $17 mll- 
lion and another P2 billion to a 


group of local bunks, 

Tn an Interview on Priday, Belle 
vice chair Willy Ocler sald the com- 
pany was also trying to convince lts 
bondholders to convert half of the 
fixed-rate treasury notes in their 
possession Into equites. 

Belle hopes to complete the 10- 
yenr restructuring of 83.2 mil- 
fion worth of fixed-rate treasury 
notes next month or June. 

“Our primary Intention is to 
stop the bleeding of Belle, and the 
first and foremost stop 1810 ге. 
structure the (treasury notes)," 
Ocler told reporters, 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


BUSINESS 
' Belle moves to avoid defaulting 
on $34.2M in debts due in May 


Belle chief financial officer 
Manuel Gann suid the company 
wos bent on avolding defaulting 
оп йз obligations due to mature 
next month, 

Belle has spun off P7.7 Боп 
worth of assets Into n new prop- 
erty unlt--Lilghlunds Prime Lei 
sure Properties Ine.—1o continue 
the development of n high-end 
property in Tagaytay south of 
Metro Manlia, 

Tt has begun selling shnres In 
the new company to ralse funds 
that i plans to use to trim lis deb 

Belle has already raised over 


P2.8 billion from the sale of a 53- 
percent stake in Highlands to re- 
tull tycoon Henry Sy and Is get- 
ting another P713 million by sell- 
ing secondary shares through an 
initial public offering. 

Ocler expressed optimism that 
the ereation of Highlands would. 
help reverse Belle's fortunes, Be 
fore Highlnnds was formed, Belle 
hus heen plagued by “bad man- 
figement, luck of focus and disel- 
piine and crippling deb,” he sald, 

After the Highlands offering, 
Belle will be able to сиг Its debts to 


P3.5 billion, according to Ocler, 


PSE chief pushes move to extend trading hours to 4 p.m. 


THE PHILIPPINE Stock exchange Is 
moving to further extend Пв dally 
trading hours to 4 p.m. heeding n 
petition from foreign brokers that 
this will make the local bourse ute 
tractive to European Investors 

PSE Chair Vivian Yuchengco suid 
on Friday that she would ask the co- 
chairs of the floor arbitration and 
trading committee, Alejandro Yu and 
dic Gobing, to again modify the 
stock exchange's current schedul: 

The stock exchange, which 
used to operate on a half-day ba- 
sis, began trading up to 2:30 p.m. 
only on Feb, 20. It used to hold 
trading from 9:30 a.m. to noon 


before the adjustment, 

Yuchengeo sald she felt it was 
now tbe right time to extend trad- 
Ing up 10 4 p.m, Їп response о pleas 
from foreign brokers with opera- 
tons in Europe, who said the exten- 
sion would give thelr clients more 
time to trade in Philippine stock 

She clarified, however, that 
stockbrokerages would not be com- 
polled to observe the new schedule, 
as some were insisting that longer 
trading hours would also mean 
higher operating costs 

“it’s good for us, especially now 
that the market is improving,” 
Yuchengco said, 


hours, 


sal Bank, this May. 
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‘THE PHILIPPINE Communications Satellite 
Corp, has named three government nominees 
to its board, completing its ne. line-up and 
moving closer to ending its leadership row. 
"In view of the competitive business envi 
ronment in the relecommunications industry, 
it becomes more crucial to resolve. the board 
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Retall tycoon Henry Sy, whose 
blue-chip $M Prime Holdings Ine, 
the country's biggest mall operator, 
{sa consistent stock market favorite, 
said, meanwhile, that he supported 
moves to extend the PSE's trading 


Sy was at the stock exchange on 
Pridny fora signing ceremony involv- 
ng the їшїн public offering of High- 
Jands Prime Leisure Properti 

Sy, who owns a $3-pe 
in Highlands, is also providing the 
market with the biggest offering in 
many years with the listing of his 
banking unit, Banco de Oro Univer- 


Visit us at wr ggaclubshares.com. 


“її the only way to get more 
businesses," Sy sald. "You pay the 
same salaries so why not extend the 
trading hours 

Stockbroker Willlam Ang of Astra 
Securities Corp., a member of the 
PSE settlement committee, said the 
group of foreign brokers that earlier 
proposed to extend the PSU's trad- 
ing hours submitted а new petition 
reiterating thelr appeal, 

‘The foreign brokers informed the 
committee that traders in Europe 
normally worked on Asian stocks 
between 6 a.m. and 8 ат, in Lon- 
don, of between 2 p.m. and 4 pm. 
in Manila 


s Inc. 
rent stake 


Philcomsat takes in 5 gov't nominees 


dispute and focus on effectively managing the 
company into financial stability, to the benefit 
of the shareholders, government and the pub- 
lic in general," Phileomsat officer-in-charge 
‘Victor Africa said in a statement issued Mon- 
day. 

"The new Philcomsat board now consists of 
Africa, Manuel Nieto Jr., Honorio Poblador 
Ш, Erlinda Illusorio-Bildner, Francisca 


“Kitchie” Benedicto, Katrina Ponce-Enrile, 


and Presidential Commission on Good Gov. 
ernment appointees Enrique Locsin, Julio 
Jalandoni and Manuel Andal. 

‘The three appointees represent a 35-per- 
cent stake sequestered by the government 
that the PCGG is safeguarding. 

Africa's designation as Philcomsat's officer- 


in-charge will last only until the board elects 


a new set officers. 


‘The six other board members represent 
each of the families that own founding shares 
in Philcomsat. 

Africa said It could take 10 to 15 days be- 
fore the board could elect а new set of officers, 

"Having assesséd the situation at 
Philcomsat, somehow or another, there must 
be some kind of agreement that would finally 
bring peace among the shareholders,” he 
said. 

In March, a group identified with Nieto 
elected its own set of officers, with PCGG ap- 
pointee Locsin named as chai 

‘The Nieto-elected board, however, did 
not include Andal, director of the Presiden- 
tial Management Staff, who was uppointed: 
to replace holdover director Edgardo 
Villanueva, 

A new sel of directors was elected on Friday 
during п special stockholders meeting held by 
Philcomsat's parent firm, Philippine Oversens 
Telecommiuntentions Corp, — Abigail I, Ho 


DOF says revoking 
order on loans 
to poor a mistake 


THE DEPARTMENT of Finance and state- 
‘owned tand Bank of the Philippines are ask- 
Ing President Macapagal-Arroyo to uphold 
usted President Joseph Estradi's directive 
allowing only government finanelal Institu- 
tions to extend funds to marginalized groups 
diraetly or through rural banks, cooperatives 
and nongovernment finanelal Institutions 

Ms Macapagal assured list week a group 
of cooperative banks In Ragulo rhat she 
would revoke Executive Order No. 138, 
which Estrada Issued In 2000 upon the гес 
ommendation of the National Credit Coun- 
ell. 

‘The credit council strongly pushed for the 
issuance of the executive order after finding 
out that many livelihood loans coursed by 
the trace and agriculture departments were 
fraudulent or were not being properly col- 
lected, 

Finance Secretary Jose Isidro Camacho is 
now trying to persuade the President to re- 
consider her position on the issue. He says 
the government is now implementing the ex- 
ecutive order and transferring funds under 
directed credit programs to government fi- 
nancial institutions, 

In а position paper, Landbank stressed 
that EO 138 would bar agencies without fi- 
nancial expertise from implementing eredit 
programs aud enhance the private sector's 
in providing financial services w buste 
tors. 

‘The bank also pointed out that the execu- 
tive order was in line with the government's 
policies to adhere to market-determined ir 
terest rates on loans and deposits and pro- 
vide critical support and capacity building 
services to the private sector. Elena R. 
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CURRENCIES 


April 6, 2002 


Country Unit Euro 


Equlvalont 


Foreign 
curronoy 

in US$ 
1.000000 
0.007558 
1434400 
0128220 
0,600420 
0,627668. 
0.543036 
0.530504 
2.652661 
0.266660 
0.541565 
0.000104 
0.022946 
0.272272 
0.000757 
0.878800 
0.434028 
0.118064 
0.020483 
0.263193 
0.110840 
0.440102 
0.114774 
0.016793 
0,089286 
0.097248 
0.019417 
0.028653 
0,001130 


Forolgn 
eurronay In. 
Paso 
51.1050 
0.3863 
73.3050 
6.5627 
30.6845 
32.0770 
27.7519 
271114 
136,5642 
13.6277 
276767 
00053 
11727 
13.9145 
0.0387 
44.9111 
22.1810 
6.0337 
10468 
13.4505 
5.6645 
224914 
5.8655 
08582 
4.5630 
4.9699 
0.9923 
1.4643 
00577 


United States. 
Japan 
United kingdom 
Hong Kong 
Switzerland 
Canada 
Singapore 
Australia 
Bahrain 
Saudi Агара 
Brunel 
Indonesia 
Thalland 
UAE 

Korea 

Euro 

Brazil 
Denmark 
India 
Malaysia. 
Mexico 

New Zealand 
Norway 
Pakistan 
South Africa 
Sweden 
Syria 
Talwan 
Venezuela 


Dollar 
Yen 
Pound 
Dollar 
Franc 
Dollar 
Dollar 
Dollar 
Dinar 
lal 
Dollar 
Ruplah 
Baht 
Dirham 
Won 
Euro 
Real 
Kroner 
Rupes 
Ringgit 
New Peso 
Dollar 
Kroner 
Rupee 
Rand 
Kroner 
Pound 
NT Dollar 
Bolivar 


1,137915 
0.008600 
1.632226 
0.145904 
0683227 
0714233 
0617929 
0.603669 
3.018504 
0.303437 
0.616255 
0.000118 
0.026111 
0.309822 
0.000861 
1.000000 
0.493887 
0.134347 
0.023308 
0.299491 
0126127 
0.500799 
0.130603 
0.019109 
0.101600 
0.110660 
0.022095 
0.036050 
0.001286 
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Roxas, BOI exec at odds over auto tax reform 


By Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 


TRADE and Industry Secretary 
Manuel A. Roxas П and Board of In- 
vestments managing chair Gregory 
Domingo are reportedly at odds over 
the proposed tax reform in the auto- 
motive industry, specifically on the 
lifting of the tax exemption enjoyed 
by Asian utility vehicles (AUV). 
Roxas is batting to either retain. 


the AUV's tax-free status or limit its 
excise tax to between one and 3 per- 
cent for models worth P600,000 or 
Jess in order to keep these best-sell- 
ing workhorses affordable to buy- 
ers. Domingo, however, wants to 
scrap the AUV's tax-free status say- 
ing that the AUVs should be paying 
the same taxes levied on other ve- 
hicles with the same prices. 


Domingo split on the tax reform 
proposal—which has been blamed 
for the delay in finalizing the pro- 
posed tax reforms—mirrored the 
battle lines drawn among the indus- 
try players on this issue. 

Roxas views tallied with the posi- 

» tion taken by Japanese assemblers 
such as Toyota Motor Philippines 
Тас, (Tamaraw), Mitsubishi Motors 


Isuzu Philippines (Hi-Lander) while 
Domingo's stand is fully backed up 
by Ford Motor Co. Philippines Inc. 
Roxas denied any rift between 
him and Domingo on the tax reform 
proposal, He admitted, however, 
that his department has yet to come 
‘up with its final recommendation on 
the issue. The industry's tax reform 
proposal has been on the table for 


Aside from the AUV issue, the DTI 
has yet to agree whether to retain the. 
currentsystem of basing a vehicle's ex- 
cise taxon its fuel typeand engine size 
or shift to wholesale price as basi. 
‘The Japanese assemblers have 
strongly opposed the shift in valua- 
Чоп basis considering that thelr mod- 
els have modest engine-displace- 
‘ments, Ford, which is keen on putting 


rooms, has been the leading advocat 
‘of the shift to wholesale prices. 
Some officials of the DTI are 
wary of adopting wholesale prices 
as basis for taxing vehicles in view 
of the tobacco industry's bad expe- 
rience with this system. Unscrupu- 
lous cigarette makers set up dozens 
of marketing companies to front as 
buyers in order to keep prices of the 


Interestingly, the 


Roxas- 


Philippines Corp. (Adventure) and 


Marketing blitz seen to boost RP tourism 


By Vincent Cabreza 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


BAGUIO CITY—Tourism Secretary Rich- 
ard Gordon is ready to match up Cebu 
City against Phuket in Thailand, Boracay 
against Guam in the Marianas Islands, 
and Bohol against Bali in Indonesia. 

This is the first volley of the Philip 
pines’ international marketing blitz, 
‘which is designed to counter economic 
threats from China 

Gordon revealed here on Saturday 
that China was the real long-term 
threat to Philippine economics, which 
an upbeat tourism program aimed to 
address today. 

He said China had started to draw 
away manufacturing and related in- 
dustry investments from Asian coun- 
tries like Indonesia and Malaysia, as 
soon as it enlisted with the World 
"Trade Organization (WTO). 

“In the coming days, China is going 
to suck more of the investments and 
‘we will lose more and more of the in- 
vestments,” he said, 

He said tourism was Asia's most 
cost-effective response to the Chinese 
economic onslaught. 

Gordon discussed the geopolitical 
situations of Southeast Asian tourism 
during a general assembly here of the 
University of the Philippines Alumni 
Association. 

He also said Malacafiang was pro- 
posing to Congress the creation of 
tourism economic zones to help draw 
tourism infrastructure investments to 
vital vacation spots, which may replace 
special economic zones as capital vec- 
tors in Southeast Asia. 

He said the Maldive Islands near Sri 
Lanka, “which is in danger of disappearing 
in 2050 because of global warming,” lured 
about 395 million to 467 million visitors in 
1997 alone, while the Philippines at- 
tracted only about 1.9 million tourists in 
2000 and 1.8 million last year. 

But the country's "tourism economics" 
will not all be about match-ups. 


Despite 


go the TRM route be- 
cause it could not re- 
verse the Tariff 
Commission's rejec- 
tion of the petition to 
impose punitive du- 
ties and import quo- 
tas on cement im- 
ports under the Safe- 
guard Measures 
Law. 

The DTI presently 
imposes a provisional 
duty of P20.60 per 
bag of imported ce- 
ment. It had planned 
to either impose pu- 
nitive duties or ex- 
tend the provisional 
duty. 

However, after a 
closer reading of the 
law, Roxas said the 
DITs only option was 
tocontinue collecting 
the provisional duty 
up to its full 200-day 
period, ending on 
June 28. 

The government 
has so far collected 
P70 million from the 
provisional duty 
since it was imposed 


[ma 
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FAIRWAYS & Bluewater Resort Golf & Country Club, Newcoast, Boracay 


Gordon said he was also proposing a 
“twinning” of resources with tourist ri 
ils Indonesia or Malaysia, particularly 
air transport to soften or partially sub- 
sidize the cost of domestic and intema- 
tional travel between the two countries. 
He said most Asian countries would 
need to cooperate in order to optimize 
the use of their meager resources, even 
ifit meant "pushing over” ће flag carrier 
Philippine Airlines in the process. 

President Macapagal-Arroyo herself 
validated this economic trend on March 
30 here. 

“Tourism is nothing for us to make 
fan of... . The competitive advantage of 
the Philippines is intensive skills in the 
service sectors such as information and 
communication technology and tourism. 
(These are) major sources of jobs," Ms 
Macapagal said. 

"You only need $5 million (in service 
industries) to hire thousands of work- 
ers. But in the traditional manufactur- 
ing sector, you need $500 million to 
hire (the same number of) workers," 
she added. 

Gordon disclosed that Malaysian. 
Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad had 
realigned $70 million in 2000 and P180 
million this year to Malaysian tourism, in 
reaction to the depleting investments for 
‘manufacturing and other related indus- 
tries in Malaysia, About 13 million tour- 
ists trooped to Malaysia in 2000. 

Gordon said he was inclined “to do a 


Subic for tourism" to wrangle exchange 
deals and volunteer work for hefty pub- 
licity for Cebu, Bohol and Boracay. 

By going “Subic,” Gordon was refer- 
ringto the tumabout of the economies of 
Olongapo City and the Subic Bay area in 
Zambales after the 1991 withdrawal of 
‘American military bases. He credited this 
turnabout to "pure community volunteer 
work." 

Gordon said he was tapping a similar. 
volunteer support team from 7 million 
Filipino expatriates and overseas Fili- 
pino workers to market the country's 
‘vacation spots to their neighbors there. 

He said volunteer work would take 
the place of capital pump priming. The 
Philippines generated only $660,000 to 
market its tourism in 2000, compared 
with Thailand's $45-million budget, 
Hong Kong's $66 million, Malaysia's $70 
million and Singapore's $70 million. 

Al these Asian countries compete for 
Japanese tourists, whose combined ex- 
penses in "hotel and even chewing gum 
bills," already represents substantial 
profits for countries like the Philippines. 

Gordon said the country's “game 
plan" is to target countries with "high 
returns on investments.” 

He said a dollar's worth of advertising 
and marketing investment in Korea 
means a return in 217 Korean visitors, 
while a dollar spent in marketing tour- 
dem to Japan is equivalent to 62 Japanese 
visitors. 
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last December. 

Roxas earlier 
noted that cement 
prices had fallen from 
P145 to P125 per bag 
in December since 
the duty was im- 
posed, 

Consumer groups 
have pointed out, 
however, that prices 
fell only because the 
DTI demanded this 
from the manufactur- 
ers. 

Three months af- 
ter the provisional 
duty was imposed, 
prices of cement 
have crept up to a 
peakof P145 per bag 
as the slowdown in 
imports led to a 
shortage of supply 
during the cyclical 
peak of the construc- 
tion industry. 
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Falling water supply is world’ 


:SYDNEY—A lack of clean water 
‘willbe the biggest issue facing the 
{world in the next 50 years, and 
‘governments and business are 
failing to face up to the challenge, 
‘a senior Australian researcher 
said on Monday. 

©" Graham Harris of the state- 
‘funded Commonwealth Scientific 
and Industrial Research Organiza- 
"tion told an environment confer- 
„ence in Melbourne that business 
{needed to understand its depen- 
dence on the environment and cre- 
ate a new economic framework 
‘that focused on longer-term re- 
‘turns. 

i "Even if human populations 
were to level off in the next 50 
"years, we will require double the 
spresent supply of energy, materi- 
als and water, Water is the big ìs- 
iste for the next 50 years,” Harris 
‘said in a prepared speech, 

“The vast majority of the world’s 

‘people already have only limited 
access to clean water, basic shelter 
‘and adequate food, and the situa- 
tion is not going to get any better. 
Without water, food, shelter and 
compassion, we are ай lost.” 


Harris told delegates at the 
Enviro 2002 conference that the 
Australian government's actions, 
for instance, "fail to reflect the ur- 
gency . .. We talk too much and 
act too slowly." 

The conference followed an- 
other in Melbourne last week that 
focused on the impact cities have 
оп the ecosystem with more than 
half of the world's population liv- 
ing in urban areas. 

At the end of that earlier meet- 
ing, around 40 environmental ex- 
perts from around the world called 
оп governments to control urban 
water use as a key part of creating 
“sustainable cities.” 

"A lot of people think ‘if I've got 
lots of green parks and gardens, 
that's fantastic,” said Harry 
Blutstein, director of sustainable 
development for the Environmen- 
tal Protection Authority of the Aus- 
tralian state of Victoria 

"But hang on. They're using 
enormous amounts of water, often 
not recycled water. Perhaps an 
Australian city has to look a bit 
browner during its summer,” he 
told Reuters on Monday. Reuters 


‘Scandal-hit Firestone wins 
big tire contract with GM 


“TOKYO—The US subsidiary of 
{Japan's тор іе maker, Bridgestone 
"Corp, rocked by scandals since Au- 
-gust 2000, has won a tire contract 
with General Motors Corp., a com- 
“pany source said Monday. 
} "itis a fact that we have a con- 
tract (with GM), but we cannot 
peak about the details,” the 
“Bridgestone source told AFP, de- 
‘clining to say when the deal was 
signed, 
Jt would be the first major con- 
tract for Bridgestone/Firestone 
«Inc. since the firm recalled millions 
“of tires after a string of fatal acci- 
‘dents involving its products on 
‘Ford Motor Co. vehicles. 
Bridgestone/Firestone will ex- 
“pand a tire plant in Canada to 
meet an order for 2.5 million tires 
per year for GM's remodeled Sat- 


um Ion and Chevrolet Malibu ve- 
hicles due out this autumn, the 
Nihon Keizai newspaper said, 
quoting company sources. 

Bridgestone will invest 5 billion. 
yen ($38.1 million) to expand the 
daily 15,000-tire output atits Que- 
bee plant by 10 percent to 15 per- 
cent, it said. 

The firm had scaled back op- 
erations at its US unit, closing 
down a factory in Decatur, Ili- 
nois, last December to leave just 
11 plants in Canada, the United 
States and Mexico. 

Bridgestone/Firestone became 
embroiled in a major dispute with 
Ford after a series of deadly acci- 
dents involving Ford Explorer ve- 
hicles fitted with Firestone tires, 
which US authorities said claimed 
271 lives. AFP 
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iggest issue 


THE ENTRANCE of National Australia Bank House reflects the Sydney skyline. Australia's largest bank announces that it plans to sack 
2,050 employees as part of a major restructuring of its worldwide operations. Most of the job losses are expected to be in the bank's 
administration and back office areas, where new technology and process re-engineering are to help streamline operations, ae 


Australia’s biggest bank to sack over 2,000 workers 


SYDNEY—Australia’s biggest 
bank, National Australia Bank 
Ltd., said Monday it would sack 
more than 2,000 employees as 
part of a major restructuring of its 
worldwide operations. 

Around 1,500 job losses will be 
in Australia, and most are ex- 
pected to be in the bank's admin- 
istration and back office areas, 
which are being streamlined 
through new technology. 

“On a group basis, including 
the Australian redundancies, the 
redundancy figure is expected to 
be 2,050,” the bank said. 


— ——— Oo 
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"Overall, there will be a reduc- 
tion of 3,400 positions, but this 
will be offset by the creation of 
1,400 new positions and natural 
attrition and redeployment.” 

‘The redundancies are expected 
to cost between A$175 million 
(05593 million) and A$225 mil- 
lion this year. 

Details of the cuts come after 
the NAB confirmed last week it 
would shut 56 branches in rural 
areas across Australia. 

The restructuring followed 
losses by the NAB of USS2 bil- 
lion through its US mortgage 


subsidiary, HomeSide, late last 
year. 

NAB chief executive Frank 
Cicutto said several hundred mil- 
lion dollars of new investment 
would be made in growth areas of 
the bank as part of the restructur- 
ing plan. 

Cost savings of A$370 million. 
were expected by September 
2004 as a result, he said. 

The main areas of investment. 
would include A$200 million for 
NAB's wealth management divi- 
sion over the next three years to 
create a market leading adviser 


system in Australia, 

The bank said its earnings 
growth in 2003 and 2004 would 
benefit from efficiency and rev: 
enue gains. 

Its financial targets to 2004 
included cash earnings per 
share growth of between 7 and 
10 percent in 2001/02 and 
more than 12 percent in 2003 

Return on equity was also e- 
pected to top 18 percent a year." 

NAB shares fell 14 cents tà 
A§31.55 following the announce- 
ment 
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"emo BUSINESS . 
Sony Ericsson to set 
up cell unit in China 


ТОКҮО—Ѕопу Ericsson Mobile Communica- 
tions said Monday that it was forming a 
Beljing-based subsidiary, planned by the end 
of May, to bolster the newly merged 
‘company's penetration of the Chinese market. 

Japan's Sony Corp. combined with 
“Sweden's Ericsson last October to form Sony 
Ericsson, In China, however, the two compa- 
nies still market handsets separately under 
‘their individual brand names. 

Setting up the subsidiary is ће first step in 
"introducing Sony Ericsson products there, Sony 
Ericsson spokesperson Utako Higuchi said. 

The subsidiary, yet to be named, will be 
„fully owned and based in Beijing. 

Sony already has operations there, while 
‘Ericsson runs plants in Beijing and Nanjing. 


‘The venture is still pending approval from 
Chinese authorities, Higuchi said. 

Sony Ericsson's Beijing-based arm will con- 
centrate on making GSM mobile phones for 
the Chinese market, but it will also be a plat- 
form for introducing next generation, or 3G, 
mobile phones when the technology is intro- 
duced to China, sometime after 2003. 

Sony Ericsson holds the third largest share 
of the global mobile phone market after Finn- 
ish firm Nokia Corp. and US company 
Motorola Inc, 

Ina bid to boost that stake, the company is 
focusing on China, where the number of mo- 
bile phone subscribers already exceeds 140 
million people, making it the world’s largest 
market. AP 


PCCW appoints former head 
of Lucent's Asia business as COO 


HONG KONG-— Leading Hong Kong telecom- 
munications fitm Pacific Century CyberWorks 
said Monday that it had appointed former 

sLucent Technologies executive Michael 
Butcher as chief operating officer. 

2° Butcher is reportedly in line as a successor 
to founder Richard Li as chief executive, al- 
though the company describes this as “pure 
speculation.” 

PCCW said Butcher would immediately re- 
place William Cheung, who resigned as chief 
operating officer. 

Butcher was formerly president of Lucent 
‘Technologies international operations, after 
heading the company's Asia-Pacific business 
in Hong Kong. 

“In addition to his knowledge and experi- 
ence in Asia-Pacific, Mike's unique experience 
and background in systems integration solu- 
tions and services, combined with telecommu- 
nications, significantly strengthens the man- 
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agement team of PCCW for the next stage of 
development and growth of the company,” Li 
said in a statement. 

Li, the youngest son of Hong Kong tycoon Li 
Ka-shing, had said as recently as last month 
that despite speculation, the company had no 
plans to find a replacement chief executive in. 
the short term. 

However, The Asian Wall Street Journal 
Monday cited an informed source as saying Li, 
who is also the firm's chair, had assured 
Butcher that he eventually would become 
chief executive, although no specific timetable 
was given. 

PCCW spokesperson Joan Wagner told AFP 
she was unaware of the source of the report, 
adding theories surrounding Li's imminent re- 
placementatthe helm were pure speculation. 

Dealers said the appointment of Butcher as 
chief operating officer was seen as mildly posi- 
tive by investors. AFP 
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In Loving Memory of 


Faz Valisno Siojo 


joined our Lord and her beloved parents Bernardo (+), and Flora (1), on April 5, 2002 
at the age of 93 years, 11 months and 16 days 
in Burnaby General Hospital, Burnaby, British Columbia, Canada. 


She is survived by her nephews and nieces from her deceased brothers and sisters: 


Istanislawa Enriquez (1) Joaquin Siojo (Т) Rosario Catu (1) 
Danding, Porfirio, Nestor, Bobby, Pacing, Dolores, Arsenio, Angel (t), Alfredo, Teresita, Mario, Pepito, 
Sonny, Nene, Baby, Marian Naty, Carding, Felisa, Paquito Evelyn, Violeta, Victoria, Paquito (+), 
Pacita, Oscar, Ben 


Francisco Siojo (+) Caridad Dela Fuente (+) Emilia Gutierrez (ў) 
Romy, Manolo Chitong, Popeng, Peping, Maning, Rene, 
Nene, Narciso Antonia, Anita, Nido, Efren 


Domingo Siojo (+) Vicente Siojo (t) 
Totoy, Medy Sollie 


Interment will be on April 10, 2002 at the Gardens of Gethsemani, Surrey, British Columbia, Canada. 
We request the pious readers to pray for the repose of her soul. 


* My soul finds rest to God alone; from 
Hin comes my Salvation." 
Pul 62:2 


OUR DEARLY BELOVED MOMSIE 


S To do your will is my delight; my God, your law is in my heart. 
Aida Castillo Herrera Y К : 


Psalm 40:9 
January 15, 1919 - April 7, 2002 


edil rets the 
Infinite Grace and Goodness of te Lor 


he day of er 2008 te eg of А 
$e Her loving husband Ret, Major HermitoP Herrera (1); в в 
3 her loving children Baby & Tony Paez, < 
Malou & Jessie Viegas Re А Cely ever, 
y & Lot Herrera, Roland & Dita Herr 
кча Margs, jim & Ооу Puer Jessele Villegas, 


m Um 
surviving brother Engr, Carlos L Casio: " 
eves, Titay, and (Moncada, Tarlac & Bayambang, Pangasinan) 


ita ps 


Eee ES Reunited with her Father in heaven on April 8, 2002 at the age of 88. 
uses aum 
Holy ty Med Cu Bac Rond, 
x Tl таоце Chy. 
emer wi be oy rd pe 11,2002, 
КОТИ 
St e a Ch Тили age 
M Ain тонну 


"iiy Ташу Menor Chops Children: 
3 Nancy Celia/Romy Valenzuela, Louic/Lilli Morales, Pricilla/Butch Lavado; 
Gloria “Queenie” Ramos 


Grandchildren: 


^ JOSEFINA A. OBUSAN Rona, Raymond, Rashi, Roderick, Raquel, Bebs, Bambino 


Michael, Chummy, Luis Anthony, Vanessa, Patrick 
Died Peacefully at the age of 84 Katie 
on April 6, 2002, Ali, Lyle, Monica 


Her beloved children, relatives and dear — n EM 
friends, mourn her passing and wish her Her body lies in state at Don Bosco (Makati) Faith Chapel up to Thursday, 


eternal rest. У April LL and will be transferred to Moncada, Tarlac on Friday, April 12, 2002. 


Her body lies in state at No, 4 Chapel Road, nos " i * her the op emp y Y 
Mia Housing Area, Pasay City (Tel. Nos. Interment will be on April 13, Saturday alter the Church services at 8:00 a.m. 


831-0894 / 513-9100). А Э. At the Moncada Municipal Cemetery. 


Interment is set tentatively on Thursday, 
April 11, 2002 at Manila Memorial Park, 


Our family, brothers, sisters, relatives and children request your prayers 
for Mamang. 


April 1942: Bataan and Cotas 
Lt. Bienvenido Oira 


Jaan Oira P fo rale 
Pit. Manuel Oira the house ofthe Lord forever." 
wa rfr ROSELINA C. WEINSTEIN guste 

Becca ime rece Peacefully joined her Creator GAVINO CRUZ MENDIOLA 
Pais i ong rotor tban dying for on April 8, 2002 | of 
жш an vows on ore d ho axe of 00, Situs Vilage & Marikina City 

‘The O's ï Her daughter Ma, Ruby W. Lavides, Now rece A Api 0B arte age fd Lar 

52 


| Guinobatan, Albay 
ben, (биш, Abay 


* CARLITOS JIMENEZ LOPEZ * 


Died poucefully in the Grace fnr Lord 


Puz, Araneta Avenue, Quezon City. 


es : fot gren Талдан йг, ад oiher ea es remember him with ove and prayers, 
== pious readers to pray for the eternal rest of her soul. пос ат TS 
Homes in San Roque, Cavite City ibo 


"m jr t Here T x 
Hia ered hei eave end quit Funeral Mass followed by interment will be offered at 1:00 PM. 


oriens bran be Haly Ta Manit |У at Himlayan Cavitefio at 2:00 p.m., Thursday, „2 Interment follows immediately at Loyola Memorial Park, Marikina City. 
conten tt ont. Ё April 11, 2002. SI | 


k =- Tul Panu Cy fork, sow 


husband Jojo Lavides; brother Isagani de Castro; family—wife Mercedes (1); children Armando (t), Teresita (Ine), Mila & 
nieces, nephews, and grandchildren request the ene п Cubanag, Boy & Aglot, Domingo (1), Malette & Mike Zee; grandchilden, 
ли иен кан NU EE T His remains lie in state at Imperia! Chapel, Second Floor, Old Building at the La Funeraria 


be transferred to the Parish of the Lord of Divine Mercy Church, Maamo comer. 
каша Village at 10:00 АМ on Thursday. April 11th and Funeral Mass will be 
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WTCMM to become big family 
home for Home & Garden 2002 


FOR THREE days in Sep- 
tember this year, the huge 
exhibition hall of the World 
‘Trade Center in Metro Ma- 
nila (WTCMM) along 
Roxas Boulevard, Pasay 
City, will be transformed. 
into one big family home, 
with a garden to boot, with 
every room adorned with 
the latest furnishings and 
furniture for modern living, 
and the garden alive with 
horticultural delights and 
the latest gardening tools 
and equipment. 

During those three days 
from Sept. 19 to 21, Home 
& Garden Asia 2002 will be 
held. Itis the first exhibition. 
ofits kind to be held in the 
Philippines to showcase the 
latest goods and products 


for the home and garden. 

Organized by H&G Inter- 
national, a division of 
Leverage International (Con- 
sultants), Home & Garden 
Asia 2002 will be participated 
in by leading manufacturers, 
distributors, dealers and retail- 
ers of home appliances and 
furnishings and garden decors. 
Products to be displayed will 
come from the United States, 
Europe and Asian counties in- 
cluding the Philippines, Japan, 
China, Korea, Vietnam, Indo- 
nesia, and Iran. 

Home products to be d 
played include 
airconditioners, component 
systems, computers, reírigera- 
tors and freezers, corded/ 
cordless telephones, electric. 
fans, flat irons, karaoke, 


ers. 


SMART PHONES FOR DANCE PARTY 

Two club enthusiasts who enjoyed which was also presented by Axe 
the successful Chicane Live dance Gravity and Close-Up in cooperation 
party got а bonus in the form of with MTV Philippines and Big Fish, 
GSM cellphones from party Јову 92.3 and Casino Filipino 
sponsor Smart Communications Parafaque, brought out clubbing 
Ine. The winners, Jon Canto and enthusiasts as well as neophytes. 
Cesca Litton, were chosen by Shown is Ramon R. Isberto, Jr., 


‘Smart officials among the ‘Smart public affairs head awarding 
immense crowd of clubbers that е Nokia 5510 Smart mobile 


Included celebrities, models, and ^ package to Chicane guy of the night 
multimedia artists. The event, Jon Canto, : 


JOB HOPEFUL IN MEDEX 

Nurse Asterio Cayabyab three-day event is the first 
(left) answers interview medical exposition of its kind 
questions from BMI to be staged in the country. 
Healthcare (London) repre- — ADD is the country's number 
sentatives Phillip Pitt and Jan опе provider to the United 
Hale during Medex, a Kingdom's National Health 
nursing recruitment event Service Trust, and was 
organized by ADD Intema- — awarded with a special citation 
tional Services Inc. and by the Philippine Overseas 
Drake International in Hotel Employment Administration 
Intercontinental, Makati. for developing the UK market 
Cayabyab is one of over for Filipino healthcare profes- 
1,000 job applicants inter- sionals. Medex is in coopera- 
viewed by representatives tion with BPI, Cathay Pacific, 
from 14 of the United FedEx, Filinvest Land Inc., 
Kingdom's noted hospitals Philam Life, PLDT Touch 
and medical institutions. The Card and Tour Spectrum Inc. 


INQUIRER 
RiViA 
By BONG BARRAMEDA 


Cough 


О. Why dowe cought 


A. Coughing helps to get rid of anything that touches or tickles the 
larynx (the back of your throat) or the trachea (the tube going 
down to your lungs). If any foreign matier gets down there, it 
naturally is a good idea to get rid of it. That's what a cough is 
supposed to do. In coughing you take in a small breath and 
quickly start to breathe out. There is a sudden opening of the end 
Of the trachea and out comes a sudden blast of air. Since it is a 
reflex action, we cough whether we want to ar not. When you 
have a cold, there may be a continued tickling or irritation of the 
larynx and coughing may be hard to stop. 


For the Record. surprising as it may seem, too much 
oxygen is actually poisonous. Doctors do sometimes give 100 percent. 
oxygen in certain health emergencies, such as severe lung disease 
However, that is nearly five times the normal concentration of oxygen 
їп the air. Medical experts say that continuous breathing of 100 
percent oxygen for an extended period of time can cause accumulation. 
Of fluid in the lungs, collapse of the air sacs, convulsions, and, in 
premature infants, even blindness. Much lower oxygen concentrations 
are used for prolonged treatment in hospitals 10 treat asthmatics, 
Victims of heart attacks, and patients recovering from lung surgery. 


Past Forward. ‘is day in 1865: The American Civil War 
ended with the surrender of Confederate leader General Robert E. Lee 
to his Union counterpun, General Ulysses Gran, at the Appomalor. 
House in Virginia. Seventy-seven years later, in 1942, another famous 
Surrender as US General Edward King yielded Bataan (othe Japanese 
Imperial Army. 


WORD WATCH 
Abulia (ay byoo lee uh) : loss of willpower. 


crowave ovens, rice cookers, 
vacuum cleaners, toasters, 
washing machines and dry- 


Security systems and 
equipment, dining room, liv- 
ing room and bedroom 
furniture and furnishings, 
bathroom fixtures, floor cov- 
erings and carpets, home 
decors and housewares, lamp 
and lighting fixtures, and win- 
dows and window grills. 

Also to be exhibited are do- 
icyourself kits, draperies and 
curtain fixtures, household 
utensils, musical instruments, 
paints, pest control products, 
and remodeling and renova- 
tion products. 

Garden items to be dis 
played will include cutflowers, 
equipment and materials on 


horticulture, garden décor and 
products, garden tools, land- 
scaping equipment and 
supplies, swimming pool 
equipment and supplies, irri- 
gation — systems апа 
‘equipment, ornamental green- 
ery, and outdoor furniture, 

Home & Garden 2002 is 
supported by the US Embassy 
Commercial Service, Euro- 
pean Chamber of Commerce 
of the Philippines, Philippine 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry, and the Subdivision 
and Housing Developers As- 
sociation. 

Those interested to join can 
call Elizabeth Cruz at 818- 
6821 and 813-2473, or 
Robert Sanchez at 813-2472 
and 810-1389, or e-mail 
Ivrge@netasia.net, 
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7 PLDT EMPLOYEES’ SERV! 


COcoLire, PLDT TELESCOOP MOA 


Сосойе recently signed a memorandum of 
agreement with the PLOT Employees 
Cooperative Ino. (Telescoop). Employees of 
PLDT can now enjoy the benefits of the 
Employee Security Program Plus (ESP«), 
which provides insurance coverage and salary 
loans for members. The MOA signing took 
place at the executive dining room of the 
UCPB head office. Signing for Cocolife is 
lawyer Alfredo C. Tumacder, Jr., president, 


and for PLOT Telescoop Francisco Caballero, 
chair, resident, and CEO of PLDT Telescoop. 
Also present were Etren Yambot, first vice 
president of Cocolife, Virgilio Paringit, chair, 
audit inventory commitee, Ephraim Castro, 
administrative manager of PLDT Telescoop, 
Nikko DG Ledesma, head, marketing and 
franchising of MMD, lawyer Francis M. Nob, 
head, mass marketing department, Ador Sult, 
servicing agent of the Cocolife-ROA branch. 


A ‘beauty contest’ for Civics 


HONDA CARS Philippines Inc., to- 
gether with the Federation of 
Junior Marketing Association and 
NecVox Automobile Audio/Video 
System, presents the Civic Beauty 
Contest, a best in car show compe- 
tition for Honda Civics. The Civic 
Beauty Contest is open to all bona. 
fide or enrolled students of any col- 
lege or university, and entries are. 
limited to any 2001 Civic variant. 

This unique beauty contest gives 
enthusiasts chance to dress up and 
show off their youthful, sporty and 
stylish Civics. The display and 
awarding of participants will be on 
April 13 atthe Piet One Bar and Grill 
at the Fort Square. 

At stake in the Civic Beauty Con- 
test are trips for two to Hong Kong 
and Boracay, and other great prizes. 
Special awards will also be given 
for best in paint, best in engine dis- 
play, and people's choice. The car 
must be registered under the name 


of the student and/or any immedi- 
ate family member or up to a 
first degree relative. 

At the same time, all Honda 
dealerships nationwide will be dis- 
playing their own dressed up Civics 
at their respective showrooms for 
the professional category of the 
Civic Beauty Contest. 

Interested students may inquire 
ai their respective Junior Marketing 
Association offices, or through the 
HCPI customer relations group. 
MBA, Law and Medicine students 
are disqualified from joining. For 
more information, call Abbie or Lee 
of the HCPI customer relations 
group at 893-9618, fax 812-6452, 
cell 0917-5008265, or e-mail 
customer telations@hondaphilcom. 

The civic Beauty Contest is also 
held in cooperation with Air Philip- 
pines, Subic Legenda Hotel, Lucky 
Strike, 97.1 WLS FM, Joey 92.3, 
93.9 KC FM, and 96.3 WROCK. 


roduct FILES 

b ? 
The A-C-E is in Sunquick 
'SUNQUICK- a 
is giving 
you 
more 
reasons 
to keep 
your kids 
healthy. 
Aside 
from its 
delightful fruity taste that your kids have come to love, Sunquick juice 
concentrate is also enriched with the A-C-E to good health—vitamins 
А, С, and E. Vitamin A is for good eyesight, C promotes a strong: 
Immune system, and E is for healthy skin. Let your kids drink to good 
health. Give them a glass of Sunquick everyday. Sunquick is available 
(from left) in Tropical Fruit, Lemon Iced Tea, Mandarin, Orange, 
Lemon, Red Orange, and Peach Orange flavors. 


FIRST WINNERS IN MASTERCARD PROMO 
MasterCard International has lucky winners in the succeeding 
awarded almost P250,000 In cash ^ second and third monthly draws. 
and other prizes to 33 lucky The top cash prizes of P1 million 
MasterCard cardholders that won апд P500,000, and three trip 

їп the first monthly draw of the packages to Bangkok will be given 
MasterCard Priceless Pleasures away at the grand draw. Shown is 
Promotion. Priceless Pleasures is Judith Dayrit (right), MasterCard 
the third in the company’s highly — International director for marketing 
successful series of usage and member relations, with cash 
promotions in the Philippines, prize winners from the frst 
leveraged on the award-winning monthly draw (from left) Josefina 
Priceless advertising concept. Reynante, Cecilo dela Paz, Grace 
Closa to half а milion pasos in Francisco, Evelyn Generoso, 

Gash and othar prizes aval the Armand Isidro, and Adel Cruz. 


MANILA Y HONORARY PRESIDENT 

Evelina Atienza, wife of Mayor , Also shown (from left) are director 
Lito Atienza (fifth from left) was · Felisa S. Florendo; Felisa S. Sy, 
installed the honorary president second VP; Gov. Baby P. Ortiz, 
ofthe YMCA of Manila by Manila РАО; Amalia R. Gomez, board 

Y president Dr. Cindy Dollente member, and Vilma D. Umengan, 
‘Ang (fourth from left) during the national president of YMCA, This 
‘annual general membership. year's theme Is "Y'ers': Towards a 
meeting of the YMCA recently. Culture of Excellence.” 
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DHL GOES ERIC 


DHL Worldwide Express. 
(Philippines), the world's leading 
international air express network, 
has chosen Eric, or Enterprise 
Resource Information and Control 
System to boost its efficiency in 
handling human resources and 
payroll functions. "We found Eric 
to be of the right level of 
functionality for DHL,” says John 
Steuart, national financial. 
controller of DHL. Local software. 
firm Jupiter Systems, a member of. 
Vantage Group, is the maker and 
implementor of Eric. Due о the 


close cooperation between DHL. 
and Jupiter Systems, the payroll 
module was Implemented in three. 
weeks from the usual two. 
months. The human resources 
and time card modules are 
expected to go online soon to 
fully serve DHL's new country 
office. Shown are (from left) DHL 
national human resources. 
manager Derek Tham, Steuart, 451 
president Fermin Taruc, Eric 
applications consultant Sonia 
Buenaflor, and JS! VP for 
Consulting services Noel Bernardo, 


SUBARU IMPREZA WRX IN RP 

General Motors Automobiles unveiled by (from let Eiichi 
Philippines (GMPh) recently Matsumoto, general manager for 
launched the Subaru Impreza WRX, Asia Pacific and Latin America of 
a descendant of World Rally Subaru overseas division and 
Championship cars. The perfect Harold Koh, president and general 
combination of the all-wheel-drive manager of GMPh. Interested 
system and the horizontally buyers can place their orders In 
opposed engine, which are also апу GM AutoWorld dealer in 
present in all Subaru vehicles, Makati (843-0217 to 20), Quezon 
‘ives the Subaru impreza WRX Avenue (374-1250 to 59), Cebu 
driving stability and excellent road (32-2340426), Pampanga (45- 
traction in all types of terrain. The 9630888) and at Shaw (535- 
Subaru impreza WRX was 


For breast cancer 


survivors 


THE CUA Bang Foundation, in its commitment 

to helping Filipino women living with breast 

‘cancer, is currently offering limited anti-breast cancer drugs at 
special rates. Tamoxifen 20 mg is offered at P25 per tablet 
(compared to P62 per tablet at drugstores). Arimidex 1 mg is offered 
at P320 per tablet (compared to P490 per tablet at leading 
hospitals). For inquiries, call Hershey or Raciel at 810-0330 from 
Monday to Thursday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 


CMAP confab in Baguio 


THE CIRCULATION Managers Association of the Philippines (CMAP) 
will sponsor three major projects: a reading awareness campaign, a 
leadership tralning seminar and the dealers’ regiona conference to be 
held at Session Road, Burnham Park and Mountain Lodge in Bagulo 
City on April 10, 11 and 12, respectively. The highlight of the events is 
the regional conference which starts at 8 a.m, About 80 guests and 
delegates from Northern Luzon regions will participate. CMAP president 
Bienvenido Baltazar, circulation manager of the Philippine Dally 
Inquirer, CMAP project directors, and CMAP member publications. 
Invites all newsdealers-delegates, Prado-CMGroup, NMCDAP and co- 
sponsors, to attend this annual CMAP activity. For inquires, call Cristy 
at 931-0103, 0917-4462888 and Raul Perez at 0916-5416720. 


‘Scentses’ candle, herb exhibit 


PHILTRADE Exhibits, in cooperation with Bayview Park Hotel, is hosting 
"Scentses", а Candles, Scents, and Herbs Exhibit over an afternoon tea 
called "Mystique Merlenda" at the hotel's lobby from April 10 to 16. The 
exhibit features unique designs and styles of candles for decorative and. 
functional purposes, and soothing aromatherapy. Activities during the 
‘exhibit include fortune telling, tattoo demonstration, herbal beauty 
application, massage oll-making and candle-making demonstration. 
Exhibit opens from 9 a.m. to 10 p.m. and Is open to the public. For 
details, call Philtrade Exhibits at 820-7879, or 820-1570. 


i 


'HILIPINE DAILY INQUIRER ——————————————— ————— 
Ben eSNG SION HIRE UE 


REALESTATE 2 


amp 


Pusat datu 


By Raffy Castillo. 
Contributor 


LTHOUGH at present consid 
eredasoneofthe depressed 
rovinces in the country, the 
province of Aurora carries alot of 
potential that may just turn it to be 
another Palawan, Cebu or Subic. 
House Bill 1234 titled “Aurora 
Export Special Economic Zone 
and Free Port,” authored by Rep. 
Bellaflor Angara-Castillo (Lone 
District, Aurora) is currently being 
deliberated in Congress. This aims 
to expedite the development of 
the area and attract the steady 
flow of investments both from 
Philippine and international en- 
terprises. 


the year 2020, At each successive. 
stage, major infrastructure in- 
vestments in transportation and 
utility systems will create new 
realestate development opportu- 
nities, 

The early phases will create 
predominantly resort and second 
home sites, together with poten- 
tial government, corporate and 
academic location opportunities. 
Later phases will providea greater 
variety of development opportuni- 
ties, including institutional, indus- 
trial and commercial land to sup- 
port the growing resident popula- 
tion. 

Phase I involves the develop- 
ment of independent growth cen- 
ters opened up in sequence, or si- 
multaneously, based on improved 
coastal road access and a new 
commuter airport. Other develop- 
ment opportunities include mari- 
nas, resorts, residential areas and 
universities, 

Infrastructure opportunities in- 
clude a coastal access toll road to 
Infanta commuter airport, flood 
control, utility systems such as 
power generation and distribu- 
tion, telecommunications, water 
systems, sewage collection and 
treatment. 

Phase 2 entails the expansion 
of water-oriented resort uses to- 
gether with growth of support 
services for year-round residents, 
Additional development opportu- 
nities will be provided and infra- 
Structure opportunities involve 
utility system expansion and port. 
facilities at Dingalan, 

In Phase 3 of the masterplan, 
the city begins to mature as the 
nature of development diversifies 
from its earlier resort-oriented ori- 


gins. In Phase 4, completion of a 
road link from Manila through the 
Sierra Madre mountains provides 
impetus for expanded growth 
along the Umiray River Corridor. 
Infrastructure opportunities in- 
clude an access toll road to Metro 
Manila and utility system expan- 
sion. 

Phase 5 envisións the comple- 
tion of a rail link from Ма 
Dingalan Port through the 
together with a new regional 
airport. This will provide the fi- 
nal links in the regional trans- 
portation system. Infrastructure 
opportunities include a com- 
muter and cargo rail link to 
Metro Manila, regional airport 
expansion and utility system 
expansion. 


government, paving of the Baler- 
Bongabon Road will hopefully be 
completed in the next few years. 
This should cut travel time by al- 
most two hours. 

Rep. Angara-Castillo has also 
spearheaded the construction of 
numerous farm-to-market roads 
and development of vatious eco- 
tourism projects during her cur- 
rent term and the previous two 
terms 

‘Aurora is traversed by a total 
road network of 1,507.7 km. Ac- 
cording to the Aurora webpage, 
most ofthese roads (89.7 percent) 
are gravel-surfaced, Earth- sur- 
faced roads comprise almost 6 
percent, while 3.4 percent are 
asphalted. Only 0.1 percent of 
roads are concrete. 

During the rainy and monsoon 
season, the gravel and earth 
roads are very difficult to tra- 
verse. Some of these unsurfaced 
Toad sections cover mountainous 
terrain, These sections are prone 
to landslides, especially during 
the rainy season. Rep, Angara 
Castillo is optimistic that should 
the ecozone development plan 
push through, all these travails in 
traveling to Aurora will be a thing. 
of the past and the province 
prove to be an attractive invest 
ment haven for both local and 
foreign investors. 


Massive project 

Another great opportunity for 
investors is the Pacific Coast City 
Ecozone, a massive project to de- 
velop a new coastal city in the prov- 
inces of Aurora and Quezon. The 
development plan involves the 
construction of an airport, seaport, 
new roads, resorts and residential, 
commercial and industrial areas. 

‘The Special Economic Zone and 
Tourism Estate was created in 
January 2000 through Proclama- 
tion 233, pursuant to the Special 
Economic Zones Act of 1995, The 
proclamation has designated cer- 
tain areas located in Barangay 
Umiray, Dingalan, Aurora Province 
and in Barangay Umiray, Gen, 
Nakar, Quezon Province to collec- 
tively make up the new "Pacific 
Coast City Ecozone.” The ecozone 
masterplan involves the develop- 
ment of some 30,000 hectares. 

According to Rep. Angara- 
Castillo, the ecozone will be devel- 
oped within the framework of the 
Constitution and the Local Gov- 


Realtors board 
celebrates 
43rd anniversary 


Roads 

Distance from Manila to Baler, 
capital town of Aurora, is 230 ki- 
lometers and travel time under 
present circumstances is seven 
hours on the average including 
pit stops and snacks. Baler to 
Casiguran is another 125 kilome- 
ters with rougher and steeper 
roads. Usual travel time is four 
hours. 

The roads to Aurora are still 
generally unpaved but through 
the joint efforts of Sen, Edgardo 
Angara and Rep. Angara-Castillo, 
and the support of the national 


TERMITES CAN LEAVE 
YOU HOMELESS 


Destruction due to termite attack may not be as 
sudden or violent as damage from fire, but itis much 
more likely to occur. Since the Philippines is a terrific 
breeding and feeding ground for subterranean 
(underground) termites, one could say that there 
are only two kinds of homes here: those that have 
termites and those that will. 


REP, Bellaflor Angara-Castillo NOEL CAPARROS. 


and employment opportunities for 
the people of the province and 
neighboring towns and cities, 

The ecozone will be managed 
and operated as a separate customs 
territory to facilitate the free flow, 
entry and movement of goods. For- 
eign citizens and companies 
owned by non Filipinos in what- 
ever proportion may set up enter- 
prises in the ecozone either by 
themselves or in joint venture with 
Filipinos in any Sector of industry, 
{international trade and commerce, 

5 phases of dev’t 

The Pacific Coastal City Eco- 
zone plan designates five distinct 
phases of development through 


ernment Code into a modern pro- 
gressive agro-industrial, commer- 
cial, financial, investment and 
tourist center. The masterplan 
aims to make it decentralized, 
self-reliant and self-sustaining: 

“Residential areas willbe inte- 
grated into ће plan, It can also be 
an ideal retirement haven with a 
relaxed rustic ambience amid cos- 

, mopolitan amenities,” Rep. Anga- 
ra-Castillo said. 

Transportation, telecommunica- 
tions and other facilities needed to 
attract legitimate and productive 
foreign investntents will be pro- 
vided, The ecozone planners also 
aim to generate linkage industries 


Local architects laud 
new terminal facilities 


Termites work 24 hours a day and feast on wood 


THE PASAY-MAKATI Realtors Board Inc. takes 
оп a positive outlook on the real estate industry 
for its 43rd anniversary celebration, which has 
for its theme "Let the Good Times Roll!” 

All PMRB realtors will be in their era of the 

"0s attire for their April 12 ago-go party, which 
will be held at the Phoenix Room, Bel-Air Club- 
house, Hydra corner Solar Street, Bel-Air, Makati 
City. The affair starts at 7 p.m. with the 70s disco 
musicali night long. 
* The PMRB is headed by president Yvette C. 
Poe, Other officers are Gilberto В. Yupangco, vice 
president; Wilfredo C. Manzon, board secretary; 
, Lucia О. Sebastian, treasurer; Mercy S. Reyes, as- 
sistant treasurer; Ma. Milagros R. Villena, PRO; 
Nicolas P. Gonzales Jr., internal auditor. Mem- 
bers of the board of directors are Diogenes A. 
Barredo, Rosauro M. Fernando, Susan O. Gay, 
Carmencita Gaerlan, Benjamin N. Jacinto and 
Malaya A. Laraya, 

Presidential adviser is Domingo D. de Vera. 
Board consultants are Emmanuel H. Bocaling, 
Phil M. Coquia, Ma. Lilia I. Tancuan, Lucille J. 
Cuasay and Myrna A. Tort. Lawyer Ariel T. 
Martinez is the legal adviser. 


A DELEGATION from the Philippine Institute of 
Architecture recently had a walk-in tour of the 
soon-to-open International Passenger Terminal 3 
and was impressed by its facilities. 

‘The country's top architects lauded the massive 
structure that created a focal point giving way to 
its soaring space (182,000 sq. m), saying the new 
airport will address the problem of “first impres- 
sion" that travelers associate with upon their ar- 
rival in the country. 

"The delegation also noted the architectural 
design's distinctive expression between state-of- 
the-art technology and the diverse Filipino cul- 
tare—reflecting the country's advancement and 
modernization. 

Said Manuel Noche, professor of Architecture 
and department chair for designs, College of Ar- 
chitecture, UST: "This airport is long overdue. So 
far the wait has been worth it. What I find very 
impressive is the departure area. It will finally 
address the problem of inherent Filipino culture. 
of receiving and sending off their friends and 
loved ones.” 

IPT З will have a design capacity of 13 million 
passengers a year, 33,000 peak day capacity, 34 
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ceo FINALLY! i 
—The Breakthrough Solution 
To Protect Traffic-Heavy Floors! 


ridges, 9 moving walkways, 29 elevators, 314 

play monitors, 118 immigration counters, 140 
check-in counters, 8 departure baggage carousels, 
7 arrival carousels, 20 X-ray screening machines 
and 20 walkthrough detectors, Another unique 
aspect of the terminal is the presence of an ecu- 
menical chapel. 

‘The new terminal was designed by world-re- 
nowned American architecture firm Skidmore 
Owings and Merill and constructed under the su- 
pervision of Japan's Takenaka Corp. Itis currently 
leading a team of architects and engineers in the. 
design effort for the new international complex at 
the former Villamor Air Base. 

The Philippine International Air Terminal Co. 
(Piatco) heads the consortium of Philippine com- 
panies in construction of the new terminal esti- 
mated at US$500 million. It controls 60 percent of 
the project. Flughafen/Main AG (Frankfurt Airport 
Services Worldwide) has a 30 percent stake in the 
new terminal while Nissho Iwai of Japan holds the 
remaining 10 percent, IPT 3 is the biggest project 
for the German company outside of Germany and 
is the single largest infrastructure venture in 
Southeast Asia, 


The Final Treatment 


«x Concrete Floors 


Yi Densifies, Solidifies, Hardens 


Y Bonds, Seals, Protects for Life! 


Y Water-Proofs, Dust-Proofs 
Y Maintenance Care-Free! 


* Carries tons & tons of multi-level product-full racks 

* Bears heavy traffic of shopping carts, forklifts, trucks 

* The more traffic abrasion, the shinier it gets! 

* Water-proof, prevents foul odors & Wet Market stench 

* Can take frequent or severe Freeze-Thaw cycles 

* Oil & grime-proof, glides away with mop & water 

* Dust-proof, for the strictest Clean Room standards 

* Significantly more Cost-Efficient: won't crack like 
Ceramic tiles, peel like Vinyl, nor tear like Epoxy. 

* Eliminates expensive maintenance, replacement, and 
downtime costs permanently! Boosts profitability! 

* A single-application protects concrete floors for life! 


* Backed by a 20-year written warranty! 


For more technical details, visit our website at: 
http://www.ashfordformula.com 


ASHFORD FORMULA GU.S.A. Penetrates, reacts 
to moisture and chemicals in concrete, Densifies, 
Solidifies, thus - HARDENS concrete, reduces 

"air spaces" to a size that bars water molecules, 
yet allows concrete to breathe. 

ASHFORD FORMULA GU.S.A. becomes Integral to 
the concrete (it's not a surface coating), Bonds and 
Seals the slab to protect the concrete floor for life. 


Check out 
S&R PRICE 
stores at 
1. Fort Bonifacio 
2. Ortigas Ave.Pasig 
3. Congressional Ave, 
near EDSA Q.C. 
for U.S.-quality 
shopping pleasure. 
World-wide, all 
S&R, Costco & PriceSmart concrete floors are treated 
with ASHFORD FORMULA QU.S.A. - ensures operating 
efficiency and Outstanding Customer Satisfaction! 


CALL! 810-2991 to 5 


clusive руи Сонари Appr 
TRADETEK 
$ Resources Inc. 


{604 ЕСО Bid, 2300 Parong Tam bi Makati Ciy 
Fox 892-1867 Елтай rodtak@inlo.com ph 


and any cellulosic material like paper or even fabric. 
Зо апуіћіпо from picture frames, radio speakers, 
books, textiles to hardwood flooring, window jambs 
and ceilings can become fodder for termites. Even 
if you live in a medium-tise condo, you are not far 
above and out of harm's way because termites are 
not afraid of heights - they can scale the concrete 
building and creep through cracks and openings in 
the structure. For home-/property owners, this 
means hundreds of thousands worth of structural 
repairs, priceless, irreplaceable properties turned 
to powder, and many sleepless nights. 


Now total termite colony elimination is possible in 
the Philippines. US-based Dow AgroSciences 
developed Sentricon System, a breakthrough 
technology that has been taking the pest control 
industry by storm. Sentricon wipes out entire 
colonies by taking advantage of natural termite 
behavior and getting them where they live. It acts 
like an early warning device and a treatment method, 
and works in three steps: First, pest control 
professionals will place monitoring stations in the 
soil around the sites, checking these regularly for 
signs of termite activity. Second, as soon as 
termites begin feeding in the station, Sentricon 
technicians will replace the monitoring unit with a 
Baitube device that contains termite bait (the 
substance prevents them from molting, so that they 
are unable to grow, causing them do die). The 
termites will unsuspectingly summon their nest 
mates to the site by leaving special scent trails that 
lead to the bait. Finally, once the colony is 
eliminated, the bait will be replaced with new 
monitoring devices, which the technician will inspect 
closely and regularly for renewed termite activity. 


Hexaflumuron, the bait material in Sentricon, is the 
first pest control product in the US to receive “fast 
track" registration from the Environmental Protection 
Agency in the new "Reduced Pesticide Risk” 
category. Sentricon was also awarded by the Clinton 
administration the US Presidential Green Chemistry 
Award for its commitment to keep the environment 
safe, The technology is effective, odorless, 
absolutely non-disruptive, environmentally friendly 
and safe which makes it ideal for homes and 
hospitals, drugstores and food establishments, 
schools and libraries, museums and warehouses, 
clubhouses and high-rise buildings. 


Termites can literally gobble up your house and 
leave you homeless. Call (32) 867-9797 or visit the 
website at www.sentricon.com and find out why 
Sentricon is being used to protect the White House, 
the US Statue of Liberty, some Philippine historical 
sites, and millions of homes and properties across 
America, Europe and Asi 
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All Juan wants for shelter Residential condo 


А sector recover 
is decent, low-cost house seen after 2002 


By Raul C. Dancel 

HEN ordinary Fili 

visualize their 
dream house, they do so 
on Spartan, and not along 
Utopian lines. Ask a Fili- 
іпо what his dream house 
is and he will never des- 
cribe you the mothballed 

Boracay mansion. 

Housing and Urban Development 
Coordinating Council Chair Michael 
Defensor, during a visit to the World 
Building exposition in mid-March, 
stressed this observation before 
onstruction experts and foreign in- 
Ñestors who attended the exposi- 
tion. 


“The supply situation will be 
further accentuated by the com- 
pletion of other residential pro- 
jects situated in existing and 
emerging urban developments in 
the metropolis, as investors con- 
tinue to wait for prices to fall fur- 
ther and expect'to pay record 
lows," it said. 

Still falling 

With too much supply in the 
market, rents are forecast to go 
down by 10 to 15 percent, espe- 
cially those outside the luxury seg- 
ment. 

FPDSavills expects rents to con- 
tinue falling, bottoming out only 
in the latter part of 2003, 

Itexpects rents in Makati to stay 
at P260 per square meter, while 
those in Ortigas are seen fetching 
about P210 per square meter, 

Flexible terms 

According to FPDSavills 
"Given current trends, we expect 
to continue flight to newer devel- 
opments as rental levels of new 
developments come close to levels 
in existing stock. To retain and at- 
tract tenants, landlords have 
shown increased flexibility in 
lease terms and conditions. Down- 
ward pressure on rents will ease 
either when the rental stock de- 
creases, as investors and landlords 
start to sell or as demand in- 
creases, In reference to these, it 
seems unlikely that rents will rise 
in the very near Future.’ 

FPDSavills is the trading name 
for the principal property services 
subsidiaries of Savills ple, a UK 
company with a full listing on the 
London Stock Exchange. Founded 
in 1855, the business is one of the* 
leading firms of international 
property consultants and real es- 
tate agents in the world 


STILL weighed down by a supply 
glut from its boom years, the resi- 
dential condominium sector is not 
expected to recover until after 
next year, 

"Vacancy in the residential con- 
dominium sector continues to in- 
crease, as the supply situation re- 
mains a concern. While there are 
attractive pockets of opportunity, 
property professionals generally 
agree that the market will not be- 
gin to return until after 2002," 
property consultant FPDSavilis 
Philippines Inc. said in a recent 
report. 


Excesses 

FPDSavills said the property 
sector had yet to make up for its 
excesses following the 1995-1998 
boom, a period “when the market 
would snap up units as fast as 
property developers could print 
their preselling brochures.” 

During that period, projects be-* 
came increasingly ambitious. Ma- 
јог developers started with small 
studio or one-bedroom units that 
upper middle-class wage earners 
could afford and eventually 
moved to building the country's 
first $1-million luxury apartments. 

When the 1997-1998 Asian fi- 
nancial crisis struck, everything fell 
apart. The suddenness of the finan- 
cial crisis left numerous developers. 
unprepared. Suddenly, developers 
were stuck with condominium 
units that nobody wanted. 

Vacancies 

FPDSavills said vacancies 
would continue to be a problem. 
for developers of residential con- 
dominiums, especially with their 
tendency to build more despite 
‘weak demand. 


ILLUSTRATION: ALBERT RODRIGUEZ. 
UP Preparatory High School, After 
Just five years and four children, his 
parents could no longer afford the 
monthly payments. Pangilinan said 
that before he was born, they had to 
give up their home, take whatever 
money they could get from it, and 
move to the then more affordable 
cogon areas of UP Village where he 
was born. 

"1f the payment scheme on my 
parents! first house had considered 
the likelihood of a progressive in- 
crease in income and had instead 
started out with smaller payments 
up ftont and then, progressively 
larger payments with the passage of 
time, increasing in step with pro- 
jected business and career growth, I 
‘am sure my folks would have been. 
able to keep that first home,” he 
said. 


tory for being so utterly helpless in 
making them realize a simple wish.” 
Accessible loans 

Meanwhile, Sen. Francis Pangi- 
linan stressed that loans rhust not 
only be accessible, but must be af- 
fordable through “nonmarket-based 
interest rates that would be realized 
through suitable subsidies.” He 
added how these must also have ra- 
tional as well as creative payment 
schemes, conscious of market-based 
realities. 

Said Pangilinan: “For a typical 
Filipino family, the home will be the 
biggest investment of their lives. For 
the fortunate few who have houses 
oftheir own, an abode offers a safe 
haven, a home and a source of pride. 
For the majority that remain with- 
out decent housing, a home remains 
an elusive dream and the continu- 


ous deprivation of roofs over their 
heads fuels disillusionment, hope- 
lessness and anger." 

Pangilinan described how his 
newly married parents in 1956 
took out a loan to purchase their 
first home, which wasa small two- 
bedroom bungalow in Philamlife 
Homes, Quezon City. He related 
how the monthly payments were 
spread out over a 20-year period 
at P156 a month. 

A good deal? 

"You might think, what a good 
deal. Those were the days. But P156 
a month was a lot of money for a 
struggling engineer-builder and his 
public school teacher wife,” he 
quipped. Pangilinan went on to say 
that his mother earned P100 a 
month and she took the bus daily to 
Padre Faura where she taught at the 


Simple dream 

Said Defensor: “Our people do 
not hanker for a three-car garage 
house. For them, a place to put the 
doormat down would be enough. 
‘They do not clamor for jacuzzis, that. 
running water would be fine for 
them. They do not dream ofa den. A 
sala that can double as a video par- 
lorin the evening and a bedroom at. 
night would be perfect. He was 
quick to add, however, that the 
simple dream doesn't mean that. 
these people should be provided 
“fragile” and “rickety matchboxes.” 

He stressed that function, eco- 
nomy and esthetics can be fused even 
їп a low-cost house. "What I have 
described are simple specs for a 
simple house. If we cannot help the 
ordinary Pinoy own one, then we 
stand indicted before the bar of his- 


Defensor to lead Youth Build 


construction in Muntinlupa 


By Charles E. Buban. 
^ Ы ments—around 3.6 million units 


опе of the highest housing require- spirit would further deepen their 
involvement not only in fund raising 
but in mobilizing other individuals 
to join them in this worthwhile en- 
deavor." 

Joining her in the committee are 
Defensor, Sen. Francis Pangilinan, 
businessmen Fernando Zobel de 
Ayala and Don Pedro Roxas. This 
year's major sponsors include 
Caltex, Aegon, JPC Group of Com- 
panies, Ayala Group of Companies 
and Petron Foundation, Bernie Liu 
of Penshoppe and Oxygen brands of 
apparel has created the Penshoppe 
Youth Council that tied up with 
MTV-Asia to cover the event on se- 
lected sites. 

Continuing affair 

Youth Build is another project of 
Habitat for Humanities Philippines 


tasked to organize fund-raising and 
volunteering activities with Habitat 
affiliates, These groups composed of 
youths from different sectors were 
institutionalized and were rec 
nized as a vital arm of Habitat Pi 
ippines. 

‘The first Youth Build happened 
in year 2000, and has since been 
able to mobilize more than 20,000 
youth volunteers who have built 
more than 500 houses across the 
country, 

‘The success of Youth Build Philip- 
pines became an inspiration to 
Habitat International. Starting this 
year the event will also be replicated 
їп 10 other Asian countries—Thai- 
land, Singapore, Malaysia, China, 
Korea, East Timor, Vietnam, Japan, 
Mongolia and Indonesia. 


from 2001 to 2004. 

Defensor will be joined by his fel 
low Spice Boys, presidential daugh- 
ter Luli Arroyo, and Executive Sec- 
retary Ben Romulo, Penshoppe 
Youth Council and MTV Asia. 

250 houses 

With this year's theme “Today's 
Builders... Tomorrow's Leaders," 
Youth Build 2002 is expected to 
build around 250 houses between 
April and June. These houses will be 
built at 23 sites located across the 
country. 

Says Margie Moran-Floirendo, 
Youth Build 2002 steering commit- 
tee chair: “We would like to instill in 
ош youth the values of giving and 
sharing with the less privileged. We 


HOUSING Secretary Michael Defen- 
sor will lead some 15,000 youth vol- 
unters in launching Youth Build 
2002 all over the country. On April 
15 he will be in Muntinlupa City, 
one of the 23 sites nationwide 
‘where houses will be built under the 
Habitat for Humanity project. 

Says Defensor: “This is the culmi- 
nation of a nationwide youth mobi- 
lization that started early this year. 
What's more exciting is that we are. 
doing this for three years now 
wherein youths from all sectors ac- 
tively involve themselves in elimi- 
nating poverty housing in the coun- 


ISO 9001 CERTIFICATION 

The Meralco's Manuel M. Lopez Development Center, a 
state-of-the-art training and development center in Antipolo 
City, has been officially certified to the 2000 version of the 
ISO 9001 standard recently. Designed by centennial architect 
Philip H. Recto, the MMLDC is a cluster of five modern 
pristine-white buildings in a 10-hectare natural setting, with 
lush landscapings, full-grown fruit trees, footpaths, creeks, 


Poverty housing refers to sub- 
Standard or poorly built shelter 


units that many Filipinos are forced 
to avail in order to meet their hous- 
ing requirements, Among the devel- 
oping countries, the Philippines has 


Give your Architect 
а break. 


Only one company gives him the confidence 
to solve your household water heating 
requirements, 


Want our youth to learn about the 
importance of social responsibility. 
What we are creating here are fu- 
ture leaders, Their volunteering 


‘wherein a younger set of volunteers 
istapped. First instituted three years 
ago, Youth Build has paved the way 
for youth core groups that are 


THE WATER HEATER COMPANY 
Since 1905. 
S 
With over 12 water heater. models to choose from, Jett provides g 
the widest varlety to suit any plumbing and electrical design situations. From Shower Type 
models that allow Instant shower baths to Large Capacity Storage Water Heaters to suppiy 
the whole house. 


Jett has standing partnership from several water heater manufacturers from 
around the world. Atmor Water Heater from Israel, Prime Lifestyles =% 
from Singapore and Vulcan Storage Water Heaters 
from Australia. 


qusc 


het 
sense" Call 723-0032 for technical specifications 
е, and/or dealers within your area. 
Call now and get Free Installation for residents of 
Metro Manila, Baguio, Pampanga, Metro Cebu and Davao City. 


In addition, Global Village teams 
of more than 100 youths will be 
crossing borders during the Youth 
Build period 


bridges and ponds. It is now the preferred venue of top 
corporations and blue chip compa 
resource development courses. 


s for their human 


Creba sets taxation seminar 


‘TAXATION on real property transactions and hold- 
ings will be the theme of a four-hour seminar- 
workshop to be conducted on Thursday at the 
Asian Institute of Managementin Legaspi Vilage, 
Makati, 

‘Sponsored by the Chamber of Real Estate and 
Builders Associations Inc. (Creba), the seminar- 
workshop is accredited under the Continuing Edu- 
cation Program required by the Bureau of Trade 
Regulations for Consumer Protection of the De- 
partment of Trade and Industry for licensed real 
estate service practitioners. 

‘Topics will include income tax on corporation 
versus joint venture on unregistered partnership, 


CAMBRIDGE TOWN SHOWROOMS 


ordinary asset versus capital asset, property divi 
dend, merger or consolidation, installment sales, 
sale of principle residence; withholding tax, trans- 
fer taxes, value-added tax, documentary stamp tax 
and local taxes. 

Presentor will be lawyer Victorino C. 
Mamalateo, senior tax consultant, Punongbayan 
and Araullo, and former assistant commissioner, 
Assessment and Special Operations Service of the 
Bureau of Internal Revenue. 

Thesseminar-workshop is part of a series of 
preconvention events ushering in the Creba- 
HUDCC national convention in Baguio City on Oct. 
24-26. 


„ть. 


Housing developer Empire East Land Holdings Inc. recently opened two showrooms— 
one on the fifth floor of SM Megamall and another on the third floor of SM North Edsa— 
for its latest Cambridge Town residential township project in the Pasig-Cainta area. The 


showrooms also serve as sales off 


s and feature model units and scale models of the 


entire 7.4-hectare project. At the heart of the project is an efficiently planned and 
affordably priced two-level, two-bedroom condominium home. 
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i Mukhang pimple 'yan! 
Huwag nang patagalin, 


For feedback, text us at (0918)917-5026 or emal us at Ifestyle@inqulrer.com.ph ang unang gawin, mag- 


LI 


Clioquinol, 
Sulfur, Salicylic Acid 


Editor Chelo Banal-Formoso ADU DP Menthol, Cetyl Alcohol 


PERFORMANCE and post-game shoes from AND | 


JAPAN'S No. | golf line at Bridgestone Golf 


A podium for those who 
want to be fashionably fit 


Speedo goggles 


ANTI-FOG with UV protection from 


By Cathy Babao Guballa 
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IHE VIEW from the treadmill at 

one gym looks tempting. Café 

Breton, Casa Armas, Starbucks, 
UCC Vienna Café, Melo's Steak Fac- 
tory and Pagliacci—these new restau- 
rants and cafés stare up at those try- 
ing to sweat the unwanted pounds off. 
The restaurants are part of The Po- 
dium, the newest upscale mall to 
make its home in the bustling Ortigas 
Center, and if they appeal to the ap- 
petite, sports and fitness buffs don't 
have to lose heart. The Podium inside 
is all the more irresistible for its fabu- 
lous fitness shops. 

Walking into The Podium, a joint venture 
between SM Investments and Keppel Philip- 
pines Properties Inc., will feel like déjà vu for 
people who have been to the Pacific Place 
mall in Hong Kong. Arquitectonica (ARQ), a 
US-based firm known for its creative ability to 
design projects with memorable imagery and 
regional identity, designed the interiors of 
both malls. Among its design highlights are 
the grand entrance hall defined by a long 
curve of shop fronts and the skylight over the 
atrium—a simple grid curved into a roller 
coaster-like wave. 

Spread over five levels, the sports and fit- 
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ness stores are designed to please all kinds of 
athletes and amateurs. Currently, there are 
four already open to sell to swimmers, run- 
ners, golfers and gym-rats—Nike Park, 
Speedo, Arena, AND 1 and Bridgestone Golf. 
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Anesthesia made simple 


By Rowena C. Burgos 
Photos by Betoy Johnson 


ing surgery in the future, chances are, you 
will need some type of anesthesia to go 
along with it. Which one you will need de- 
pends on a variety of factors, such as the type 
of surgery you are having and your state of 
health. Some surgical procedures require only 
an injection of local anesthesia into the inci- 
sion area. Other procedures cannot be per- 
formed unless you are completely anesthe- 
tized—unconscious and unaware of pain. 

In the recently launched book, “Local and 
Regional Anesthetic Blocks Made Simple,” 
Doctors Jim P. Sanchez Jr., Joselito 8. 
Balingit and Richard McCutcheon focus on 
two types of anesthesia: local and regional. 
By addressing this topic, the authors hope 
that readers will have a better understanding 
of what happens to them while they're anes- 
thetized and perhaps make ita little less mys- 
terious. 

Although in general, it's more comfortable 
for the patient and surgeon to perform certain 
surgical procedures under general anesthesia, 
there are situations wherein local or regional 
anesthetic blocks are preferred. 

"General anesthesia may endanger the lives 
of patients with heart disease or pulmonary 
edema. And there are patients who are scared 
of being put to sleep so the doctor blocks the 
nerves and does the surgery while the patient 


Г you are faced with the possibility of need- 


DR. Joel Balingit (left) and Dr. 
Blocks Made Simple" 


is awake,” says Dr. Sanchez, plastic surgery Ё) 


consultant of St. Luke's Medical Center, Capi- 
tol Medical Center, Philippine Heart Center, 
Philippine Children’s Medical Center and AFP 
Medical Center. 

"Local and regional anesthetics are for pa- 
tients who cannot afford hospital expenses. 
The cost of surgery becomes less because one 
need not spend for anesthetic gas, pre-opera- 
tive work-up like ECG, chest X-ray and exten- 
sive lab exam,” says Dr. Balingit, plastic sur- 
gery consultant of Far Eastern University 
NRMF Medical Center and AFP Medical Cen- 
ter. 

Dr. Balingit cites hand injury as an ex- 
ample, A doctor can block ће nerves that give 
sensation to the hand along the risk area. The 
whole hand becomes numb so surgery can be 
performed right there and then. The patient 
need not be hospitalized, 

Simplified 

In “Local and Regional Anesthetic Blocks 
Made Simple" (which is available at Goodwill 
Bookstore outlets), the blocks are presented 
by areas or regions and the procedures are 
‘shown through over 160 illustrations and 200 
clinical photographs. 

“Other books on this topic are so compli- 
‘cated for most practicing doctors. In this book, 
a doctor can take a look at illustrations of a 
certain procedure in 10-15 minutes and then 


DR. William Magee and his wife Kathleen, 
founders of Operation Smile and mentors 
of Dr. Balingit and Dr. Sanchez, pose with 
Dr. Sanchez's daughter, Camille. 


Jim Sanchez, authors of “Local and Regional Anesthetic 


perform the surgery or block. This also in- 
cludes refinements and techniques which 
have been developed over the years," says Dr. 
Balingit. “The book is made simple that even 
a medical intern can use it and practice the 
techniques,” Dr. Sanchez adds. 

Surgeons, dermatologists, anesthesiologists 
and family medicine doctors will benefit from 
this book, which also emphasizes the impor- 
tance of being a well-rounded physician. 
“There is a tendency for some surgeons to do 
short cuts and proceed to giving local anesthe- 
sia and do the surgical procedure,” the doctors 

in the book's preface. 

“Our goal is to share our knowledge on 
anesthetics and not to compete with anesthe- 
siologists. What we're presenting here is an 
atlas of techniques so the patient can make an 
informed decision,” says Dr. Balingit. 

Side effects and complications related to 
local anesthesia, blockade technique and 
clinical conditions that may arise during per- 
formance of nerve blocks are discussed by Dr. 
McCutcheon. 

For Doctors Sanchez and Balingit, who 
also the authors of “Oriental Rhinoplasty: A 
Logical and Systematic Approach," anesthesiol- 
ogy isan exciting and challenging field because 
of the continuous development of new drugs, 
new types of operations and equipment. 
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Diabetes info drive 


launched 


in rural areas 


THE ASSOCIATION of 
Municipal Health Officers of 
the Philippines (Amhop) has 
launched an intensive 
nationwide information 
campaign on effective 
diabetes prevention and 
control, called “Operation 
Diabetes,” on the occasion of 
the recently concluded 
Amhop National Convention 
held in Mandaluyong City. 

Amhop is an organization 
composed of public health 
doctors who run the country's 
more than 1,400 municipal 
health centers and form the. 
backbone of the country's. 
public healthcare delivery 
system. 

Operation Diabetes 
involves the active participa- 
tion of public health workers 
and community health 
volunteers in disseminating 
information on the preven- 
tion, complications and 
cost-effective management of 
diabetes especially in rural 
areas. Activities will also 
include symposia, further 
training of public health 
workers and volunteers, and 
strengthening of diabetic 
community support clubs. 

Amhop members have 
been particularly concerned 
with the need, especially for 
the underprivileged sectors 
of the population, to receive 
adequate information on the 
prevention and control of 
diabetes. It is because 
diabetics belonging to these 
sectors have difficulty 
meeting the costs of drugs 
and healthcare needed for 
effective control of the 
disease. This then leads to 
non-compliance of measures 


cise. 


addressed. 


consultant. 


arresting the rising incidence 
of diabetes and help poor 
diabetics effectively cope with 
its life-long management. 
Diabetes, which affects an 
estimated 5 million Filipinos, 
continues to be one of the 
country’s top 10 killer 
diseases. It has been tagged 
as the "rich man's disease," 
but this no longer seem so as 
the incurable disease threat- 
епз over 10 million Filipinos 
who are at risk of acquiring it 
mainly due to improper diet, 
stress and inadequate exer- 


Afflicting and posing 
serious threat to a large 
majority of Filipinos, not to 
mention the economic 
burden that goes with it, 
such an alarming incidence 
of diabetes—which when left 
uncontrolled can lead to 
various serious complications 
like kidney and heart dis- 
eases, blindness and gan- 
grene leading to amputa- 
tions—need to be closely 


At the helm of Operation 
Diabetes is Amhop president 
Dr. Guia Abad, most noted for 
spearheading the Magna Carta 
for Public Health Workers, who 
will head Operation Diabetes’ 
management committee to 
oversee the projects implemen- 
tation especially in rural areas. 
Its full-time secretariat will be 
headed by Dr. Elinor Roquel, 
Herbcare medical training 


Operation Diabetes is a 
joint project of Amhop and 
‘The Herbcare Enterprise, 
maker of the No. 1-selling 
anti-diabetic herbal supple- 
ment Charantia Ampalaya 


‘With the book hopef 
ity of making the experience a little safer and 
‘easier for most people. 


E-mail the 
@inquirer.com.ph 


ly comes the possibil 


author at rburgos 


and prescriptions recom- 
mended by public doctors 
and public health workers. 

Hence, Operation Diabetes 
is deemed to help a lot in 


Health Drink, which is being 
endorsed by Amhop as 
cost-effective complement in 
the proper management of 
diabetes. 


ICTSI administers free clinics in Tondo 


SOME 1,000 urban poor families in Paro 
Tondo stand to benefit from the ongoing free 
clinic conducted by International Container 
Terminal Services inc. (ICTS). 

During the first two clinics in February, 
some 500 families had availed of the free 
medical and dental checkup. Five hundred 
more families trooped to ICTSI's free clinic 
last March. 

Aside from checkups, the program also pro- 
vides free medicines and measles vaccination 
for children. 

Called Gamutan sa Pantalan: Handog ng 
ICTSI sa Mamamayan ng Parola, the program 
was spearheaded by the late Enrique Razon 
Sr., founding chair of ICTSI, in 1990. Since 
then, the program has become a quarterly 
community outreach activity of the company 
every year. 

Enrique K. Razon Jr., ICTSI's chair and 
president, continued the elder Razon's pro- 
gram, institutionalizing it as among ICTSI's 
corporate social responsibility projects: 
"ІСТІ is not only accountable to its share- 
holders, clients and government regulators, 
but also to the community within which we 
operate." 

He added: "We are committed to behave 
fairly and responsibly and contribute to eco- 
nomic development while improving the 
quality of life of our employees and their 
families, the local community and society at 
large." 

Meanwhile, Evelyn P. Lozada, human re- 
sources development senior manager and 
program proponent said, "We are happy with 
the turnout of families who have availed of 
our free clinic program in February. Every 
year, residents of Parola have been looking 
forward to this activity.” 

The Parola urban poor community is lo- 


FREE clinic for ICTSI neighbors. Some 
1,000 urban families in Parola, Tondo 
benefit from International Container 
Terminal Services Inc.'s free clinic. 
program. 


cated at the access road to the Manila Inter- 
national Container Terminal, operated by 
ICTSL 

"Being our closest neighbor, it's but right 
and fitting to have Parola residents as the first 
beneficiaries of our corporate social respon- 
sibility agenda," Lozada said. 

Judith 0. Villanueva, HR health and wel- 
fare officer, is the program organizer, while 
Raul 5. Venturina, community relations man- 
ager, coordinated with the barangay officials. 
of Parola. In-house doctors, Dr. Zinia D. 
Perez, physician, and Dr. Al Pestano, dentist, 
administered the medical and dental consul- 
tations, respectively. 


PAROLA 
mothers and 
children troop 
to the stations 
of Doctors Al 
Pestano and 
Zinia Perez, 
in-house dental 
and medical 
consultants of 
ICTSI, for a 
free 
medical-dental 
checkup. 
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IN LIGHT of the sudden death of popular 
young actor, Rico Yan, last week, many people 
have asked me about bangungot, which was the 
reported cause of his death. There was no sign. 
of foul play or presence of drugs, except for a 
very insignificant quantity of alcohol in his 
body, I was out of town when 5 persons, in- 
cluding a well-known movie actress, informed 
me about his death. Two television companies 
‘wanted to interview me on bangungot; several 
asked questions through e-mail. 

The questions they asked were: What really 
is bangungot? Is it the same as nightmare? Is 
it true, as one elementary teacher said to us, 
that its English translation is “pancreatitis”? 
Is it true it only happens to Filipinos? Where 
do souls of bangungot victims go? Are they 
wandering about or trapped somewhere? 
Why can't a person having bangungot move? 
Has anyone survived an attack of bangungot? 

First and foremost, I'd like to state clearly 
here that I do not know whether what hap- 
pened to Rico Yan is a case of bangungot. 1 
have no way of verifying that, so I will speak 
only in general terms here. 

T remember a study made many decades 
ago by Filipino doctors showing that those 
who died of so-called bangungot suffered from 
acute pancreatitis brought about by eating a 
heavy meal consisting mostly of carbohy- 
drate-rich foods such as rice and corn. 
Whether anyone whose stomach was empty 
also died of acute pancreatitis was not indi- 
cated in the report, as far as I can recall. 

There is also something that the doctors dis- 
covered in the study. They observed that only 
Filipinos (and rarely Indonesians and Vietnam- 
ese) suffered from the same strange illness, 
These are people whose diet includes а heavy 
dose of rice or carbohyclrate-rich foods. 

But I believe there is more to bangungot 
than a simple case of acute pancreatitis. There 
is another way of looking at the phenomenon. 

Beyond medical science 

For this alternative explanation, we have to 
look beyond western medical science and 
search the answer in the fields of parapsychol- 
ogy, Eastern religious teachings about the as- 
tral body, witchcraft and sorcery. 

‘According to Eastern religions, man is com- 
posed not only of mind, body and spirit, but. 
of 7 bodies or vehicles. One of these is called 
the “astral body" or the etheric double. In the 
evening, the astral body may travel far out of 
the physical body and can even be seen at 
times by a clairvoyant person. There are sev- 
eral realms or planes of existence in the astral 
world, from the most refined and beautiful 
state similar to what Christians call "heaven," 
to the most frightening lower astral regions 
equivalent to "hell" in the Christian religion. 

‘According to Eastern esoteric teachings, there 
isa lower region in the astral world called the 
"phantasmagoric plane” consisting of monster- 
like and other ugly creatures. They try to pull 
down or snatch the astral bodies that venture 
into or lose their way into their realm. That's 
when the problem begins. A struggle takes place 
between these negative entities and the sleep- 
ing person who now feels he is dreaming. Since 
he is out of his body, he can't move, He shouts, 
but no sound comes out of him, except a loud 
eerie moan. IFno one wakes him up in time, his 
heart stops and he dies. What lures a sleeping 
person to this lower region, no one knows. 

1 suspect that a negative attitude or nega- 
tive emotion may create the right vibration or 
energy for his astral body to connect to the 
negative forces of the lower astral planes. But. 
many of those who died of bangungot appear 
to bein high spirits before they slept, the same 
thing with Rico Yan, as reported by his 
friends, What then lured his astral body to the 
lower regions? Perhaps they are happy on the 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


LIFESTYLE 
Nightmare death that victimizes only Filipinos 


INNER 


AWARENESS Ma 
A 


NS 
Jaime T. Licauco ЫА 
pe eS 


outside but sad on the inside, 

‘Aradio listener of mine named Jester e-mailed 
mea foreword from a book written by American 
mystery writer Eric Stanley Gardner of "Perry 
Mason Mysteries” fame regarding bangungot, 
which he calls "nightmare deaths." 1 quote here. 
some relevant portions from that foreword 

“I first heard of these deaths when I was at- 
tending one of Captain Frances G. Lee's semi- 
nars on homicide investigation at the Harvard 
Medical School in Boston. Dr. Milton Helpern, 
the famous forensic pathologist of New York, 
was lecturing there and remarked that it was not 
always possible to determine the cause of death. 
He cited as an example that he had recently 
been called upon to examine vital organs from 
bodies sent him from the Hawaiian islands, and 
that in each case it had been impossible to dis- 
cover a cause of death. There was no sign of poi- 
son; the heart, lungs, brain, kidneys and all of 
the vital organs were in perfect working order, 

"These men simply had ceased to live, and 
medical science was powerless to find out 
why they had ceased to live. 

“Driven by intense interest, I finally went 
to Honolulu and tried to find out about these 
strange deaths. What I found amazed me. The 
deaths occurred only in young Filipino men 
who were in the prime of life and the best of 
health. These men invariably died at night, 
under circumstances indicating a nightmare. 
They would go to bed apparently in the best. 
of spirits. During the night they would be 
heard moaning. Before help could reach 
them, they would be dead." 

Survivors of 'bangugot" 

It is interesting to note that there are also 
cases of apparent bangungot victims who have 
survived, but there are very few of them. 

Continues Erle Stanley Gardner: "I was able 
to find only one instance of a man who had 
made a recovery, and it is, of course, impos- 
sible to determine whether his experience was 
the same as that of the men who had died. 

“This man was sleeping in a room that he had 
shared with a young, alert and very muscular 
Japanese. In the middle of the night the Japanese. 
heard this Filipino emitting the peculiar moans 
associated with this dreaded type of death 

"Acting with rare presence of mind, the 
Japanese hurled himself physically upon the 
Filipino, as though coming to grips with an 
unknown force, and he succeeded either in 
awakening the Filipino from a nightmare 
while he was still alive or in fighting off the 
invisible forces of witchcraft, whichever you 
wish to believe. 

"I manage to locate this Japanese. I inter- 
viewed him, photographed him, and secured 
not only his story but the story that had been 
given him by the Filipino after he had awak- 
ened from his all-but-fatal ‘nightmare.’ ” 

Concludes Gardner: “These nightmare 
deaths are tremendously interesting, and the 
fact that they exist at all is a challenge. It 
shows the need of giving more and more at- 
tention to legal medicine and of educating a 
greater number of forensic pathologists.” 

Since Erle Stanley Gardner wrote that fore- 
word to his book, "The Case of Sunbather's 
Diary" in 1955, very little progress has been 
made in our knowledge of the cause of these 
nightmare deaths and their prevention. This 
should really pose a challenge to our medical 
researchers and forensic experts. 


Shedding more light 


From page СВ 


pancreas,” he says. “The organ doesn’t regen- 
erate, and no hospital in the country has the 
facilities to conduct transplants.” 

Real culprits 

Just what does the pancreas do in a per- 
son's digestive system? Located near the 
stomach, the pancreas is responsible for se- 
creting insulin and a number of potent en- 
zymes that further help in our digestion, The 
food we eat is initially broken down in the 
stomach then goes to the small intestines 
where these enzymes do their work. 

In some cases, however, the passageway 
connecting the pancreas to the small intes- 
tines is blocked, Instead of helping digest 
food, the trapped enzymes in the pancreas are 
activated and begin eating the organ itself, 
resulting in its necrosis. 

‘And what obstructs the flow of these enzymes? 
Certainly not our obstructionist politicians, al- 
though their antics can also be life threatening in 
a totally nasty way. Rather, the real culprits are 
the gallstones produced by the gallbladder, an 
organ responsible for producing bile, which 
shares this passageway with the pancreas. 

“Seventy percent of necrotizing pancreati- 
tis is either caused by gallstones or alcohol," 
says Pangilinan. "Some people are 'stone- 
formers.’ A chemical imbalance in their bod- 
ies causes them to develop gallstones. We 
also see a trend among certain families, but 
we have yet to connect the development of 
gallstones with diet.” 

Having regular ultrasounds is one of the 
easiest and most reliable ways to detect the 
formation of gallstones. Undergoing an ultra- 
sound has now become part of an executive 
exam, but it has yet to become a routine pro- 
cedure in annual physical checkups. It’s no 
guarantee, however, that one will be spared 
from necrotizing pancreatitis in the future. 

No tell-tale signs 

What's even scarier isit doesn’t come with any 
tell-tale signs until its too late. An acute attack is 
usually accompanied by severe and continuous 
stomach pain that radiates to the back. Surpris- 


ingly, not all people who suffer from such severe 
stomach pain are roused from their sleep. 

“There are plenty of what ifs surrounding 
Rico's death," says Pangilinan. "Of course, it 
would have immensely boosted his chances of 
surviving had the attack happened while he 
was awake, Doctors could have probably at- 
tended to him sooner." 

If that were the case, however, there was 
little Pangilinan or any specialist could do to 
help Rico in remote Dos Palmas. "He needed 
to be airlifted immediately to Manila or the 
nearest hospital with an ICU equipped to 
handle such cases.” 

As for Rico's legendary snoring, the doctor 
has yet to hear of people dying directly from 
apnea, a condition wherein the body is unable 
to get enough oxygen during sleep. 

"Either a person's tongue has fallen back or 
breathing has ceased temporarily,” he says of 
apnea. “As soon as oxygen levels in the blood 
fall, the brain will automatically signal the 
lungs to inhale or move the respiratory mus- 
cles. Some people thus find themselves wak- 
ing up in the middle of the night trying to 
catch their breaths.” 

The dreaded bangungot, he adds, isn’t syn- 
onymous to pancreatitis. Majority of the vic- 
tims—young, healthy men between the ages 
of 25-40—die in their sleep because of irregu- 
lar electrical impulses in the heart. 

"Tm not talking about coronary heart disease 
that commonly afflicts older people,” he says. 
"When the heart's electrical system becomes er- 
ratic, it causes the heart to beat irregularly. 
‘That's the more common cause of bangungot.” 

Pangilinan is also unable to explain why 
bangungot is prevalent among young, South- 
east Asian men, particularly of Malay descent. 
"One theory is it’s more common for us 
[Malays] to develop stones," he says. 

Та the absence of any conclusive piece of 
evidence linking bangungot to any of these 
theories, Rico and those before him who died 
of the fatal condition have taken its secrets to 
their graves 


E-mail the author at avergara@inquirer 
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Address letters to this column to 308 Prince website at http://} licauco.tripod.com, Listen to 
Plaza, 106 Legaspi St., Greenbelt, Makati City ту dzMM radio program every Sunday, 6-8 
or e-mail ticauco@seocities.com. Visit my new p.m. 
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Looking to learn more about your benefits under your MEDICard coverage? Do you want to be clear on the 
procedures, which allow you to avall of MEDICard's services? Get your information straight from 
MEDICard's Medical Director, DR. NICKY S. MONTOYA every Tuesday. 


FAQS (frequently asked questions) 

A few years back, | met an accident that required me to undergo surgery for internal bone 
fixation with metal bone plates and screws. MEDICard covered for the hospitalization and 
surgery, but not for the metal implants. Is this correct, why? 

Yes, it is. Internal devices such as plates, screws and intermedullary (IM) nails аге not covered under the standard 
HMO program. These items are classified under gorrective appliances together with artificial aids and prosthetic 
devices, which are part of the standard exclusions of coverage. That is why you had to pay for the metal plates 
and screws implanted. 


Dr. Rosalia C. Campo has been a member of MEDICard's top-notch medical service providers for 
more than three years now. Today, she addresses the health noeds of MEDICard members at the 
World Citi Medical Center (WCMC), the former QCMC. Doc Sally, as she is to most, finished her 
degree in Medicine from UERMMMC. She later pursued residency training or her specialization in 
Pediatrics at Quezon City General Hospital, Her persistence, dedication and hard work has сатте 
her a Diplomate degree to the Philippine Pediatric Society. She is also à member to the Philippine 
Medical Association and Manila Medical Society. Outside her clinical practice, she spends most of 
her time with family and friends. Visit Dr. Campo for your pediatric consultation needs at her clinic, 
room 210 of WCMC every Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays from 10 AM to 2 in the aftemcon. 


Contract Signing 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER, the 
‘county's most road newspaper, sgned їв 
i" year попела! of th Майка 
agreement ith MEDICacd lor tha HMO 
Program af is employees and depondonts 
fast Ape 03 altho Bayview Park Hota 
Present during the contact sing were 
(Sitieg LR) Mr. sso Francis Robustilo 
(РО Corp HR Head), Mr. David Varta 
(от Sr VP-Cor Satwces) Dr. Nicanor 
Montoya (MEDIGara Presiden) and Wr. 
luis Montoya (VEDICard EVP & GMJ: 
(Giandig LR) Me. Joy Майса 
(MEDICard Aast Supoisor, Майазпр 
Serves), Ms. Оше Giales (PO! 
Personnel Asst), Ms. Thile Pano (POL 
Pevermance Management Admins, 
Me "Rose Viray (РОГ Compensation 
Management Нева), Dr. Мену Monioya 
IMEOlCard Medical Directoy. Me. Млат 

Manager, 
Marketing Senes) эё Ms аста 
uum Cub (PO! ESOC Coordinate) 


We encourage all MEDICard members to voice out their concerns and issues at hand. BE HEARD AND BE 
READ. You can write DR. NICKY S. MONTOYA at 9/F Sagittarius Bldg. H.V. de la Costa St, Salcedo Village, 


Makati City or e-mail him at полісе салі соу. For feedback on availment of our services, e-mail us at 
[E 


XU 


150 9002 Certe 
р € 3 


For Inquiries on individual or family membership, dial 840-2020 local 2017 and look for Ms. Joy Mendiola. For group. 
or corporate membership, dial local 2049 and look for a membership consultant. 

TEXT MEDICard for your queries: 0917-7518365 (Globe) or 0919-2476240 (Smart). Please don't forget to 
Include your complete name and landline number where MEDICard could reach you. Log on to 
зелка зод 


MEDICard is the first and only HMO іп the Philippines and 
the whole Asian region to be ISO 9002 certified. 


a phrase that comes from a book 
called "The Fit or Fat Woman” by 
‘weight-loss expert Covert Bailey. 1 
was reminded of it when, like many 
‘other people, I trooped off to the 
beach with my extended family to 
‘spend the Holy Week break, 
i We were about 30 people ranging 
‘rom 4-year-olds to 60-year-olds. The 
below-18 girls are all involved in 
sports and the above-18 ladies are all 
gym regulars. In other words, rela- 
tively fit females of normal weight. 

The reason I remembered the 
phrase “healthy women do jiggle” is 
because with the exception of pre- 
pubescent girls, all the women there 
(from teenagers upward) had a slight 
jiggle somewhere on their body. This 
“jiggling” is not obvious in street 
clothes but it can be seen in a skimpy 
‘bathing suit. In contrast, the men 
‘(even those who were slightly over- 
aveight and non-exercisers) hardly 
jiggled as they moved around. 

{ "Тһе reason 1 am writing about all 
‘this jiggling and non-jiggling is to 
‘point out that women are really 
meant to have softer and more 
jounded bodies than men. A healthy 
‘body fat percentage for a man is ap- 
proximately 9-15 percent of total 
Body weight while for a woman itis 
418-25 percent. Men have more 
‘muscle, less fat while women have 
less muscle, more fat. 

Nature has made it this way be- \ 
‘cause a woman needs an adequate V 
‘amount of fat to be fertile (ovula 
Чоп and menstruation don't usu- 
‘ally start until a young girl has at 
east 15:17-perüent fat), carry а 
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is too taxing on their health to keep 
body fat levels low enough to have 
the leanness of a man. 

Looking at the pre-pubescent girls 
in our family, my sister noted that 
they have the figure proportions of 
fashion models—thin legs, no hips, 
flat stomachs, narrow waists, ete. Pre- 
pubescent girls of normal weight 
don’t jiggle because they have the 
body fat percentage of boys the same 
age. But when they hit puberty and 
estrogen starts flooding their bodies, 
their femaleness appears as fat in the 
breasts, lower abdomen, hips, but- 
tocks and thighs. That's why the body 
of an average healthy woman jiggles. 


pregnancy to terniand breast-feed ( 


even in times when food is scarce, 
Even at 20-percent body fat, some ar- 
eas of a woman's body will jiggle. 
Writing about the hip and thigh area 
in his book, Bailey observes that “the 
buttock and thigh muscles may be quite 
irm, but most women, unless they are 
yery young or have inherited thin legs 
‘and hips, carry a wiggling layer of fat 
{п that area. Even super-athletic wo- 
smen—those who play professional ten- 
nis or run marathons—are not as solid 
jn the hips and thighs as their moder- 
ately active male friends. This is simply 
part of being a woman,” 
; Women with slim legs may not 
Have jiggly thighs but they may have 
triceps (back of the arms) that "wave" 
slightly when they wave at someone 
рг little rolls of fat around the waist 
that are only obvious when they 
slouch in a seat. It is rare to find a 
woman who is completely firm in all 
‘the areas of her body. Even female 
bodybuilders cannot maintain their 
statue-like firmness the entire year. It 
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Models, meanwhile, are “genetic 
freaks.” I don't say this in a disparag- 
ing way but simply to explain that 
they are not representative of the av- 
erage woman. It is unrealistic to want 
to look like them. 

It is also unrealistic to want to look 
like your favorite movie or music star 
because even they don't look the way 
they do in the movies or the magazines 
the way they really do in real life. What 
you see on screen and in print is largely 
an illusion created by makeup artists, 
hairstylists, fashion designers, favor- 
able lighting and flattering camera 
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angles and filters. Facial and body 
flaws can be airbrushed or retouched 
via computers. 

Оп our family's out-of-town trips, 
my mother likes to bring what she 
calls "toilet magazines"— imported 
gossip tabloids like the National En- 
quirer—for light reading while 
lounging around. One of the issues 
she brought had a 32-page spread оп 
“How the stars really look.” Much as 
1don't agree with the way the papa- 
razzi aggressively stalk celebrities to 
photograph them off-guard, one ben- 
eficial thing they do is reveal that 
models and movie stars are just like 
you and me. They have their bad hair 
days, their skin doesn't always glow, 
their thighs have cellulite, their 
weight fluctuates up and down, etc. 

So don't be so hard on yourself. No 
one really has a perfect body or even if 
they did, they wouldn't be able to 
‘maintain it forever (age catches up on 
everyone), Is important for your psy- 
chological well-being to have a healthy 
attitude toward your appearance. Im- 
prove what you can by exercising, eat- 
ing right, choosing appropriate clothes 
for your figure, taking care of your skin, 
having plastic surgery if you feel you 

need to, etc. but gracefully (rather 

than grudgingly) accept what you 

cannot change, like your height, 
growing old and those areas of your 
body that jiggle in spite of everything 
you do. 


The Association of Fitness Profes- 
sionals of the Philippines (AFPP) will. 
hold its Provincial Fit Tours in the fol- 
lowing areas: Cebu (April 12-14, call 
Veronica Enriquez at [032] 234- 
1643 or e-mail fitadebu@mozcom. 
com), Cagayan de Oro (April 24-26, 
call Julie Ang at [088] 857-5416 or 
e-mail Shirley Quejada at outfit@ 
consultant.www.ph). The tour in- 
cludes a two-day Basic Instructor 
Course and a one-day Fitness Work- 
shop. 

AFPP will also hold a Manila fitness 
seminar on April 20 at the Bahay ng 
Alumni, UP Diliman, QC. Topics will 
include Yogilates, Aerobics for Kids, 
‘Thyroid Problems and Exercise, Sports 
Training for Basketball Players. Call 
Doris Rivera at 850-7647. 

‘The Sports Medicine Association 
of the Philippines will hold its 11th 
Annual Convention titled “Global 
Trends and Local issues in Sports" on. 
May 17-18 at the Manila Midtown 
Hotel, Ermita, Call 521-9123, fax 
522-2374 or e-mail sportsmedphil@ 
yahoo.com. 


For past articles and exercises, visit 
www.tingjuanfitness.com. 
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Open leg reverse curl 


STRENGTHENS the front and sides of ab- 
dominal muscles, This also challenges 
abdominal muscles to contract from bot- 
tom up rather than from the top down, 


Equipment: 
Exercise mat 


Exercise technique 


1. Lie on your back with your arms in a 
"surrender" position, your legs lifted with 
knees over hips and open slightly wider 


than hip width, 

2. Squeezing your ab- 
dominal muscles, use two me- 
slow counts to smoothly 
curl your buttocks off the 
floor. 

3. Hold this position for four 
slow counts, breathing the whole 
time, 

4. Take two slow counts to 6; 
lower your buttocks to the floor. Rz 


Performance tips: 
1. This is an advanced exer- 


treadmills that let you run to the beat. 
At least 40 advanced treadmills with 
audio installations will be available 
only at Gold's. And the view isn't bad 
either. The treadmills overlook Gloriet- 
ta Park, 

With three levels, Gold's Gym in Glo- 
rietta 3 at the Ayala Center is practically 
a workout roaming the 1,000-sq-m (at 
least) area occupied by premium fitness. 
equipment from Nautilus, Flex, Para- 
mount, Hammer, Strength, Iron Grip, 
ete 

‘The experience gets even better 
with first-class amenities. The gym is 
complete with 300 lockers, towels in- 
cluded, showers, steam and sauna fa- 
cilities. Plus, some pleasing extras— 
health and juice bar serving wraps, 
sandwiches, salads, juices and even 
coffee; merchandise and pro shop 
complete with supplements and en- 
ergy bars. 

With all these excellent equipment 
and amenities, you might find yourself 
spending a little more time in the gym 
than you planned, Not to worry, Gold's 
Gym is open 6 a.m.-12 mn. Call 752- 
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cise. 

2. All the movements in this exercise are. 
done between the hip bones and ribcage. 
The legs should not be rocking back and 
forth, 

3. Do not expect to lift the buttocks very 
high off the floor. 

4. Move slowly. Avoid jerking the body 
to get the buttocks off the floor. Use the 
contraction in the abdominal muscles to do 
this. 

5.1E this bothers your lower back in any 
way, avoid this exercise, 

6. As you get stronger, you сап 
do this exercise with 
straight legs 


Repetitions: 

Do eight repetitions of 
two counts slowly up, four 
counts hold, two counts 
slowly down. Rest. Do one 
more set. 


GOLD's Gym Manila will be offering 100 group 


exercise classes weekly. 
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LITTLE MERMAID WOULD LOVE THIS. Speedo shop at The Podium 


A podium for those who 
want to be fashionably fit 


From page СІ 


Golf, anyone? 

Green aficionados will delight in knowing 
that Bridgestone Golf has opened its first con- 
cept store in Manila at The Podium. Bridgestone 
is Japan's No. 1 golf brand due mainly to the 
success of their popular Tourstage, Precept, 
Newing, Paradiso and Reygrande golf lines. In 
the United States, the tremendous success of the 
McLady golf ball made Bridgestone a household 
name. On the Professional Golf Association 
(PGA) Tour, top professionals such as Nick Price, 
Tom Watson, Justin Leonard and Stuart 
Appleby represent Bridgestone. The golf store 
offers a complete range of golf clubs, apparel 
and accessories to fit all levels of golfers. 

Basketball players and fans alike will enjoy 
looking over AND 1's cool and unique line of 
merchandise. Its "Trash Talk" T-shirt line is as 
popular as the reversible jerseys. Their line of 
basketball shoes includes the very popular 
and comfortable Postgame style shoes (no 
shoelaces) which made a huge impact on the 
footwear industry when they were introduced 
in 2000. Their Performance line of shoes 
boasts the claim that their shoelaces never 
fray or break, AND 1 carries sizes up to 14-15 
and is a highly popular brand worldwide. 
Among the NBA athletes who are known to 
wear AND 1 shoes are Desmond Mason of 
Seattle Supersonics, Darrell Armstrong of Or- 
lando Magic, Kevin Garnett of Minessota 
‘Timberwolves and Ben Wallace of the Detroit. 
Pistons to name a few. Locally Noy Castillo of 
Purefoods, Vince Hizon of Red Bull, Ali Peek 
of Alaska Aces and Rich Alvarez of the Ateneo 
use and endorse AND 1 shoes. 

Waterworld 

Swimmers, on the other hand, can take 
their pick of swimwear and accessories from 
two highly popular and reputable brands that 
also make their home at The Podium. Speedo 
and Arena have two large concept stores (10- 
cated on separate levels) that present a full 
line of swimwear, swimming caps, goggles, 
fins and other gadgets to give the swimmer 
either a competitive or fashionable edge, de- 
pending upon the need. 

Arena, an internationally acclaimed brand, 
covers a wide spectrum of sports apparel from. 
swimming to fitness, triathlon to cross train- 
ing. Its sport-engineered swimwear is particu- 
larly known for its "Spiral" line and technol- 
ogy. The technology is anchored on reducing 
‘water flow resistance and achieving lightness 
in the water, while maintaining a body-form 
fitting feel. Arena caters to both competitive 
and leisure swimmers and offers swim acces- 
sories such as goggles, swimcaps, body dry 
towels, hydraboards, pullbuoys, hand 


ARENA swimcaps galore in latex and 
silicone. 
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UNDERWATER ADVENTURE. Swimgear from Arena 


Shopping till you drop 


the pounds applies here because 


they have fabulous stocks 
of sportswear and accessories 


paddles, ear plugs and nose clips to complete 
the swimmer's needs and to provide the tools. 
for a winning form. 

Speedo has four major categories of mer- 
chandise. The Swimwear line is for training, 
competition and leisure in the water; the 
Beach line has products used for activities 
near or on the beach; Multi-sport has prod- 
ucts used for sporting activities other than 
swimming; and other equipment which is а 
line of products that aid and complement the 
other three categories mentioned. Speedo's 
most popular line is its swimwear, which is 
divided into three categories. The Training 
line has no lycra (the absence of lycra elimi- 
mates swimwear degeneration and adds drag 
to the suit that is beneficial for training, or so 
Speedo claims). The Competition line, on the 
other hand, has suits with more lycra and 
involves water dynamics. Its tighter material 
makes the swimmer skim through water and 
reduces the water drag. Silhouettes in this 
line lean toward those with back support for 
control and prevents straps from falling off 
the shoulders. Speedo also claims that their 
suits have low moisture absorption, is 7.5 
percent faster than all other suits (Competi- 
tion) and because ofits low moisture-absorp- 
tion is quick-drying. Their men's line of wa- 
ter-shorts has the sand management system, 
which prevents sand and water from being 
trapped inside the garment, and a mesh lin- 
ing that minimizes the ballooning effect. The 
shop also carries cute and colorful wetsuits 
that protect young children from UV rays. 
Spéedo also carries a selection of goggles 
that are anti-fog and with UV filters as well 
as other swim gear like kickboards, paddles 
and buoys. 

Just do it 

Nike Park carries a full range of running, 
walking and cross-training gear—shoes, bags, 
socks, Nike timeware (watches specially de- 
signed for athletes at heart). There is also a 
golf collection endorsed by no less than Tiger 
Woods, with its full range of golf bags, shoes, 
gloves, apparel (men and women) sure to 
convert even non-golfers to donning them. 
‘The best part about this Nike Park shop is the 
collection of shoes available for men, women 
and children—running, walking, cross-train- 
ing and even basketball shoes. Lined up 
against the wall in various colors and styles, 
they're a visual feast. Irresistible. Just do itl 
One walks out of the mall with a new pair of 
runníng shoes and an eagerness to try them 
out on the treadmill. Except for one problem: 
On the way out, the coffee and cheesecake 
beckon. The Podium, upscale and elegant, has 
temptation written all over it 


E-mail the author at cbguballa@ 
inguirer.com ph 
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F you haven't been to a spa, you will 
not understand when habitues say it's 
paradise regained. But not all spas аге 
created equal. The best spas are those 
that offer a full range of pampering in 
immaculately clean facilities. Oh, and 
let’s not forget the scented oils, the 
luxurious salts, the refreshing mud- 
packs and all other ingredients that 
relax body and soul. 


The Spa 

А new branch at the Promenade, Alabang 
‘Town Center in Alabang, Muntinlupa, with its 
refreshing tropical theme, The Spa promises 
to give visitors the same pleasurable experi 
ence as its sister spa at Acropolis in Libis, QC 
where the interiors are European-inspired. 

Aside from the rejuvenating massage thera- 
ples and remedial fitness programs that foster 
a sound mind and perfect physique, The Spa. 
offers a wide variety of facial and body care 
services that are sure to pamper from head to 
foot: Ayurveda treatments from India, Citrus 
Body Polish and Purifying Clay Masque (also. 
from Bali), Fango Mud Facial, direct from 
Terme de Montecatini Spa in Italy, and Phyto- 
mer Facial Marine cosmetics from St. Malo, 
France. 

New treatments to look forward to include. 
the New Northern Thai massage, Asian Foot 
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SPA products from. 
Bali Spa and Wellness. 
Center 


‘Therapy and Indian Head Massage, which will 
definitely soothe the senses and release the 
stress of modern living. 

Also highlighting the list of The Spa's latest 
innovation is the world-renowried LCN Light 
Concept Nail. LCN primarily aims to facilitate 
treatment and restoration of stressed and dull 
nails 

A proud member of the International Spa 
Association (Ispa), a prestigious organization 
representing over 1,400 spa and fitness facili- 
ties and providers worldwide, The Spa, open- 
ing soon in Bel-Air, Jupiter, spearheaded th 
advent of other top-flight fitness centers in the 
Metropolis since its es- mag 
tablishment in 1996. 

Call the Acropolis 
branch at 634-2848/ 

2709/2473 or the Ala- 
bang branch at 850- 
3490/6836. 

The Oriental Spa 

Treat yourself and 
your loved one to a relax- 
ing summer break with 
Mandarin Oriental, Ma- 
nila's Spa Stay Package. 

‘The luxurious room pack- 
age currently being of- 
fered at P4,988++ for a 
single occupancy and 
P7,988++ for a double 
occupancy, including 
such perks as a soothing spa treatment. 

The invigorating treatments carefully se- 
lected to complement one’s stay at Mandarin 
Oriental Manila include the following choices: 

Swedish aromatic massage with steam 
bath; sports therapeutic massage, a combina- 
tion of Chinese, Swedish and deep tissue tech- 
niques; Shiatsu acupressure massage, a tradi- 
tional Japanese technique that involves the 
application of fingertip pressure to vital en- 
ergy points of the body; aromatic salt glow 
that uses freshly ground aromatic sea salts to 
exfoliate the skin; royal foot spa or royal hand 
treatment (inclusive of steam bath ) that in- 
clude salt scrub and a manicure or pedicure 
involving a dip in melted warm wax рагай 

Located atop the hotel, The Oriental Spa 
evokes elegant Thai style and luxury as re- 
flected in its interiors and furnishings. Four 
stunning private suites—each with its own 
bath and steam facility complete The Oriental 
Spa's hushed and serene ambience. 

‘Therapists who have been specially trained 
provide personalized treatments, to suit indi- 
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THAI interiors accentuate The Oriental Spa’ 


vidual needs. The Oriental Spa uses the exclu- 
sive Thalgo line from France. It is operated by 
Sportathlon Philippines, which is under the 
management of the Spa of Siam. 

Valid until the end of this year, the Spa Stay 
Package includes an overnight stay in a supe- 
rior room complete with American breakfast, 
a welcome oriental drink, free pressing of one 
clothing, complimentary local calls, late 
checkout until 2 p.m. and a choice of one spa 
treatment. 


A DOS Paimas-guest 
enjoys à relaxing full-body 
massage 


Bali Spa and Wellness Center 

The spa that has brought to town the leg- 
endary Javanese style of relaxation and 
beauty rituals also offers products that you 
сап use for in-home pampering sessions. 

Available at Bali Spa and Wellness Center 
are essential oils that come in a variety that 
include clove (good as anesthetic, antiseptic 
and general tonic for physical and intellec- 
tual weakness); patchouli for relaxation; 
lavender for calming; sandalwood for treat- 
ing dry skin and relieving cystitis and infec- 
tions; vetiver for relieving muscle tension; 
ylang-ylang for calming nerves and de- 
stressing; nutmeg for aiding the digestive 
system and stimulating circulation; and 
peppermint, the brain booster that also pro- 
motes relaxation. 

Bali Spa also has ће South Sea Mineral Salt 
Bath, which contains mineral salt and rose- 
mary oil, that refreshes, eases muscle pains, 
prevents dizziness and promotes freshness. 

For bathing, there are the bath gel of Jaya- 
nese formula or scrubs such as cinnamon body 
scrub (rice powder extract, herbs and cinna- 
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mon) and Pandan Wangi body scrub (pandan 
wangi leaves and extract of rice-powder tur- 
meric tumegiring). The Tea Tree oil, with its 
antiseptic and antiviral qualities, makes for 
good massage oil for the feet and legs. 

‘The Bali Spa is located at 318 Interior Gal- 
lery Building, 318 Alabang-Zapote Road, Las 
Pifias City. Call 800-3880/3816. 

Tropical Spa 

The reopened Dos Palmas Resort in Pala- 
wan offers a whole range of services to soothe 
the tired body and the battered mind through 
its brand-new Tropical Spa, the first complete 
spa facility in Palawan. Such as? Such as aro- 
matherapy, slimming or Swedish full body; 
massage from the resorts trained therapists, 
aromatic facials, body scrubs (aptly called 
body smoothies), hair and scalp therapy, milk 
baths and foot spa treatments. 

All these against glorious backdrop of lush 
gardens and pristine blue waters, while you 
sip a long, cool drink and daydream the hours. 
away. 

Apart from such services, the Tropical Spa 
prides itself in using beauty and treatment 
products that are made only of 100-percent 
natural and fresh ingredients like aloe, cu- 
cumber, honey and oatmeal, and prepared 
just 5-10 minutes before the actual treatment. 
Furthermore, the cost of these treatments are 
30-50 percent cheaper than those of other 
leading spas, with most services priced at 
P500 and below. Finally, all systems and pro- 
cedures are patterned after those offered by 
world-class spas. 

The full-service Tropical Spa is one of the 
main attractions of the newly renovated Dos 
Palmas resort. Located about an hour's boat 
ride away from the provincial capital of 
Puerto Princesa, Dos Palmas derived its 
name from the island's two 80-ft buri palms 
that tower over its coconut trees. The resort. 
boasts of comfortable and modern amenities 
for tourists, including fully furnished bay cot- 
tages built on stilts over the island's sur- 
rounding waters, and garden cottages stand- 
ing in the midst of more than 150 varieties of 
plants. 

Apart from this, Dos Palmas offers a com- 
plete spectrum of recreational facilities, in- 
cluding a swimming pool with jacuzzi, a ten- 
nis court, a billiards den and a videoke bar, 
plus kayaks and snorkel gear for beach enthu- 
siasts. 
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The healer in us all 


iri [. healing, Gloria, after having gr: 

ih esi УД Everyone has y duated from PH, practiced sel 
ivesi: healing through a powerful visual- ? 
ea each щш 4 Д 4 the power to 2 ization technique. What prompted:t 
a Hp: 3] tap energy j her to self-heal was the onset off 
discovered, waiting pa- A > the flashing lights. After one year: 
tiently to heal the self and, from the sun, Ј X of self-healing she underwent an; 

Itimately, the world. Thi E " xam. Her reti tact, 

ultimately, the world. This s З А суе exam, Her retina was intact 
is the mission of pranie › oe ae (eM 
Sra з пее j $4 that can heal entire family is now a family of 
and the art. i : re e 
5 ч pranic healers, wal 
Master Choa Kok Su a Filipino &j a sick person Ышш села EE 
If Dr. Deepak Chopra, гё 
nowned guru and author of best-$¢ 
selling books on antiaging ands: 
healing, believed that һитап 
transference cells have an intelligence that will 

of life energy listen when talked to and rea 

(ki or prana) positively when programme: 
to th oem properly, then healing the selfs 
М makes a whole lot of good sense. 11 


1 has not resumed counseling. PRANIC 
ested in yoga, mystici i ў Flor S. Ravina, а 64-year- |- healing 
nese Ki Kung (the art of generat- х 3 old assistant school division involves the 
ing internal power) at a very = superintendent in 
young age. He spent more than 18 NODUM ^ : Marinduque, enrolled in a ba- 
months studying the esoteric sci- Dine ^ sic PH course together with 
ences while searching for alterna- 150 teachers last year. 
tive ways to ease human suffering. pranic healers of the World Pranic Healing Foundation, Faith At the Souther Tagalog ber 

Learning the secrets of healing Sawey and Hermie Corcuera, Regional Athletic Meet in penes It is said that the power of thes? 
from gurus and master healers, Sta. Cruz, Laguna, 50 students mind to create is just as potent asi: 
he founded the Institute for Inner peration, asked me if I knew a the student's headache was gone. who complained of various ail- optometrist, Dr. Pearl T. Villalon, the power to destroy. Tapping the? 
Studies, through which he passes healer because her “daughter After three sessions with the ments, from headache to fever to that she would soon suffer from positive forces all humans are іп 21 
оп to his students what he has needs help for the doctors have пип, a 20-year-old student who diarrhea, underwent healing ses- retina] detachment (deformity of bued with merely challenges ust 
learned. To date, there are more Jost all hope of curing her.” In was sexually molested at age 8 sions with some teachers. Allex- vision) if her symptoms persisted. а] to create. $ 
than 13,000 graduated pranic short, she was on her deathbed. and had trouble dealing with perienced reliefwithin minutes to She was warned that once sheex- Imagine then a world of heal- 
healers in the Philippines plus Immediately, I called the Pranic spiritual and emotional pain, an hour after the session. perienced flashes of light the con- ers. What a new mankind we 
thousands more in Southeast Healing Center and asked for a changed her attitude. The victim Gloria Romulo, a 57-year-old dition would have been con- could create. Imagine a whole 
Asia, Europe and the USA. healer to drop by the hospital. has since forgiven her uncle апд homemaker was advised by her firmed. Believing in preventive new world. 

Ancient art They sent what I would consider a 

Pranic healing (PH), also senior healer. She spent a total of 
called medical qigong, magnetic 20 minutes with Carol, who was 
healing, laying of the hands or nearly comatose. The healer sim- 
charismatic healing, isan ancient ply raised her hand 15 ft. away 
art. It utilizes prana or ki to heal from the patient and proceeded to 
the physical body. Prana or ki is. "Sweep" and then “energize. 
the life energy that keeps the Тһе very next morning, an ex- 
body alive and healthy. In Greek, hausted but happy mother called 
itis known as pneuma; in Hebrew те to give thanks. In less than 24 
itis called ruah. hours her daughter was pro- 

‘The human body is made up of nounced out of danger. 
the visible physical body and the A miracle? 
invisible energy (bioplasmic) bo- It is not the intention of PH to. 
dy. This energy body penetrates replace orthodox medicine, al- 
and extends 4-5 inches beyond though its role is to enhance heal- 
the physical body. Clairvoyants ing by complementing orthodox 
who can see auras call this the medicine. This is the reason more 
etheric body or etheric double. — and more doctors are becoming 

All human beings have what is pranic healers. 
called the power of the self, which“ Dr, Marie Rose Yabut, an ob- 
can generate the energy from life. gyn at Cardinal Santos Hospital, 
‘The process of pranic healing al- said PH has "facilitated my work 
lows the “transfer” of the energy аз an obstetrician, giving me 
from any of several sources: solar more confidence and composure 
(sun), ground (earth) and air on the operating table." She used 
(prana), to the person being a technique in visualization that 
healed. Thus, without the benefit “facilitated the difficult delivery 
of surgery or medication, the vic- of my patient Marivic Ocampo 
tim is healed, thereby earning the and her baby boy." 
label miraculous healing. Sr. Lydia Cabornay, a 63-year- 

Vehicle old nun from the Missionary Sis- К д В 

Iwas a vehicle of sorts for the ters of the Immaculate Concep- ^ Р From bazaars {о the bizarre. 
incredible healing of Carol (not tion, recounted a campus minis- j: 2 
her real name), an 18-year-old try where a 19-year-old student А r PR Business with [сози 
battling the last stages of lupus. complained of a headache. After i ; у Pleasure with ease. Culture. 
Her mother, in a moment of des- а few minutes of simple healing, Be cultured. Adventure. Venture. 
y RI "eG [ Mix and match lo laste. 
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ENGINEER John and Marivic Ocampo with Dr. Rose Marie 
Yabut, medical director and pranic healer who helped the couple 
deliver a healthy pranic baby 


Fora FREE brochure, fill in and mail this coupon to: Tourism Authority of Thailand, 
c/o Thai Airways International Public Co Ltd, Country Space 1 Bldg, Sen Gil Puyat Avenue, Makati City, Philippines. 
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Shedding more 


By Alex Y. Vergara 


ference had the late Rico Yan 

taken Ecstasy pills before go- 
ing to bed in the wee hours of 
Good Friday. His reputation for 
snoring like a steam engine, as 
some friends say, had probably 
nothing to do with his death ei- 
ther. 

Almost a week after Rico had 
been laid to rest, the young actor 
and the circumstances behind his 
sudden death continue to spice 
conversations among show biz- 
‘obsessed Filipinos. Hemorrhagic 
pancreatitis, more popularly 
known as bangungot, has sud- 
denly assumed a life of its own, 
giving many a man reason to 
pause before raiding the dinner 
buffet or romping off on a Satur- 
day night drinking spree. 

‘Such fears, says Dr. John Arnel 
Pangilinan of St. Luke's Hospital, 
are understandable but often un- 
warranted. There's also no con- 
clusive evidence linking bangu- 
ngot to salty or rice diets, The gas- 
troenterologist, who is not speak- 


I: wouldn't have made any dif- 


m————————HÁ 


ing for the Yan family and has no 
connection with them whatso- 
ever, also brushes aside nasty talk 
that dangerous drugs had trig- 
gered Rico's death. 

“If we're to base it on official 
autopsy reports,” says Pangilinan, 
"Rico died from cardiac arrest re- 
sulting from acute hemorrhagic 
pancreatitis, Some drugs cause 
chronic pancreatitis, but Ecstasy 
isn't one of them. 

In fact, adds Pangilinan, only 
15-20 percent of cases involving 
pancreatitis become hemorrha- 
gic. The condition has thus been 
changed to “necrotizing” (from 
the word "necrosis" or, literally, 
rotting) pancreatitis to differenti- 
ate it from the milder form of in- 
flammatory pancreatitis. 

Common among men 

“Alcohol, not food, is a toxin 
that directly affects the pancreas,” 
he says. “If you're a chronic alco- 
hol drinker, you've set the stage 
for developing inflammatory pan- 
creatitis in the future, But in- 
stances wherein one develops 
acute or necrotizing pancreatitis 
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*Bangungot has 
suddenly 
assumed a life of 

‚ its own, giving 
many a man 
reason to pause 
before raiding 
the dinner buffet 
or romping off on 
a Saturday night 
drinking spree 
after an alcohol binge are very 
rare." Rico, of course, is one such 
example. 

"I would assume that the combi- 
nation of pulutan and alcohol did 
him in," he adds. "Rico was just. 
malas [unlucky]. Many people sur- 


vive after going to sleep drunk or 
ROGER CARPIO with a full stomach.” 


DR. John Arnel Pangilinan explains the “what ifs” surrounding 
actor Rico Yan's death. 
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light on the causes of a sudden death 


It’s wise, however, to refrain 
from going to bed soon after eat- 
ing a heavy meal. “Whenever we 
eat, the body's systems are also on 
the go,” he explains. “Imagine if 
you sleep immediately after eat- 
ing a full meal. The digestive sys- 
tem will work overtime to digest 
the food, while the rest of the 
body's systems go down. You're 
liable to get indigestion.” 

Cases of alcohol-induced pan- 
creatitis аге more cómmon 
among men. Not a few people 
who develop mild forms of pan- 
creatitis live to tell about the ex- 
perience. Pangilinan and his col- 
leagues usually give them antibi- 
otics and medicines that inhibit 
the organ from secreting en- 
zymes. They also require patients 
to go on intravenous nutrition 
(dextrose) for some time to give 
their pancreas a rest. Surgery may 
be necessary in some cases where 
the pancreas has already ne- 
crosed. 

"We sometimes recommend an 
operation to remove debris in the 
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[HE BOUNTY of nature's harvest is evident 
in summer more than any other season. 
Thus, you can have your pick of the best 

fruits available. But did you ever wonder what 

uses fruits have other than for sustenance? 

‘Apart from the usual desserts or drinks, fruits 
contain enzymes that have youth- and beauty- 
— —— — —— enhancing potentials. 

Instead of discarding 
the extra slices of fruit 
on your plate, turn 
them into facial masks 
and skin preparation, 
You may eat fruit or 
you may apply it, 
‘which one sit going to 
be? My suggestion is, 
йе you are munch- 
% ing on your favorite 

Cory Quirino fruit, you can use it on 

M your face or body! 

For sun-damaged skin, try this: Crush half 
of a fresh, ripe pineapple. Avoiding the eye 
area, apply the crushed fruit to the damaged 
area, Leave on for 10 minutes. Rinse with 
chilled water. 

Cool off your insides and fight free radical 
damage to your cells with a doze of pineapple 
juice. Not only is it refreshing, it’s got phy- 
tochemical properties that boost our body's 
immune system. 

Pineapple Quencher 
1-2 c pineapple chunks 
(canned or fresh) or get the. 
canned pineapple juice 

with pulp 
1 c crushed ice 

1 tsp honey 

1tsp nonfat milk (op- 
tional) 

In a blender, mix the ingredients until 
foamy. Strain the pulp (if fresh fruit was 
used). Drink chilled. Or, extract the juice from 
a juicer, then mix in a blender. 

As skin exfoliant and soother, papaya is 
ideal, There are two ways to enjoy this tropi 
cal fruit. For a papaya salad, chop half a pa- 
paya in chunks and mix with the juice of one 
calamansi. Eat all you can. 

Papaya Poultice 

Ya ripe papaya (chilled) 
Mash the papaya into 
a pulp. Apply on a dry, 
clean face. Leave on for 
10 minutes. Avoid the 
eye area. You may apply a 
piece of cotton dipped in 

chilled water to your eyes. 

1 can never over-emphasize the need to de 
toxify. Papaya has enzymes that are good for 
your insides as well as your "outside." You can 
never over-doze on fruits, so make them a ne- 
cessary part of your diet. 

"While we are focused on our physical well- 
ness and attractiveness, there is the matter of 
our peace of mind that bears attending to. 

The disquiet that causes us all pressure is 
stress and there are countless ways to combat 
this justas there are many solutions to a prob- 
lem. Here is one of them and it's probably the 
simplest of them all. 

Nature sounds 

Research has shown that the sound of na- 
ture has the power to lull the senses into a 
state of calm. If you have no time to step into 
a park or sit by the seashore or mountain 
ridge, go to any popular music store and get 
yourself a copy of music for meditation with 
nature sounds, Just 10 minutes of listening 
time is right to bezir and end your day peace- 
fully. And while you are listening, close your 
eyes, imagine you are there— hearing nature's 
healing calls the sounds of surf, rain, chirp- 
ing, rustling of leaves... Repeat to yourself 
am at peace. I am peace.” 

Together 

There is nothing more assuring than the 
knowledge that you are in control of your 
moods—especially your sense of equanimity. 
Keeping yourself "together" may be a sync for 
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elf with pineapple and papaya 


some but quite a challenge to others. 
Being "together" means that you know 
yourself well with the underlying truth that 


you are in syne with yourself. What better way 
to start than now. 
Love and light! 
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HOROSCOPE 


BY EUGENIA LAST 


CELEBRITIES BORN ON THIS DAY: Hugh Hefner, Dennis Quaid, Keshia Knight Pulliam 
Happy Birthday: Your aptitude to intuitively understand your friends and family will help you form solid unions this 
year. You will be attracted to creative groups that can offer you the Inspiration you need to develop your own talents. 
You will be intent on finding perfect harmony in your life. Your numbers are 3, 16, 17, 22,28, 40 


Га) ARIES (march 21-April 
19): Use your home for. 
meetings orfora frlendly 
gettogether, Beaccom- 
modating but don'ttell anyone about 
Your secrets. Someone you are 
dealing with may not be trustworthy. 


| TAURUS (April 20-May 
20): Romantic opportuni- 
(RF) ties witbeplentitutityou 
get outand mingle with 
people who have similar interests. 
Your contribution to any group you 
Join wil bring you popularity. 


GEMINI (May 21-June 
20): Don't push your luck 
Ө ==. 


Yyou can delve nto different back- 
grounds, the more you will understand. 


CANCER (June 21-July. 
22): Youwil bedrawnto 


DAILY CROSSWORD 
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ACROSS FTT 
1 Prominence 


5 Engult 


10 Singer Lane 
34 English river 


15 Van Gogh 
location 


16 — of Gilead 
47 Chis frut 


18 Dogpatch 


matriarch 
20 Brief 


commercials 
21 Mugs and 


goblets 
22 Salad leafstak 


23 Three-ime Indy 
winner Rick 


25 Siamese 


26 Type of daisy 
28 Printing plant 


worker 
32 Hamlet first 


choice 
38 Man and Dogs 


35 Freight jumper 


p LEO (July23-Aug. 22): 
Qoo 
| Intoinvestments, however, 

don'tbetoo quickto 
borrow money in orderto take part. It 
youcan'tafford'o put money into 
‘Something you probably shouldn't. 
у 

attractalotof attention 
today. The more you interact with 
others the better you'll do. Your 


Confidence should geta boost that 
should enable you to move ahead. 


VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 
22): You'llbe charis- 


LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 
22): Youcan get the 
‘most done i you work 
alongside your col- 
leagues or peers. Your unique way of 
doing things will bring Inspiration to 
those watching you. 


SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 
21): You'll be looking for 

something aite different 
tooccupy yourtime. Social 
events will promote romance oratthe 

very least strong friendships. You will 

Jeamn from thoseyou encounter. 


‘SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22- 
Dec. 21): Secret 
involvements are likely to 
backfire on you. Changes 
toyourliving arrangements will turn. 
‘out better than you thought possible. 
Be prepared to tighten your belt. 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 22- 
Jan. 19): It's meto 


36 OPEC product 

37 Solo of "Star 
Wars" 

38 “Hallowed be. 
= name...” 

39 Oh the briny 

^1 Football kicks 

43 Loafer or pump 

44 Beauty parior 
employees 

46 Bigots 

48 Gray and 
Candler 

49 Less common 

50 Without 
principles 

53 Support 

54 Actress Мута 

57 Woman's. 


Houston, 


з ове 
‘comedienne 

4 Wind di. 

5 Japanese 
warrior 

8 Епере 

7 Charity 

8 Hebrew letter 

9 Spirits 

10 Put an end to 

11 Oven setting 

12 Obscure 

18 TV award 

18 Affrmative 
votes 

1 Grimalkin 7 

=. Linguistic 
Су оё 

Айде” 

26 Gresk 
Golonnádós 

27 Un 

28 Blueprints 

29 Bonanza 

30 Detest 

31 The 
Highwayman" 
poet 

94 Closes 

40 Frightened 


game =! 
80 Sallors 
direction 
81 Art supporter 
32 Small whirlpool 
3 Bovine bunch 
84 Actress Della 
85 Mexican money 


DOWN 

1 Roosevelts 
dog 

2 Eager 


By Eugene R. Pulfenberger 


make the effort to rectify 
any problems you've 
been having with others. Get together 
with old friends or relatives and 
reflect on days gone by in order to 
appreciate all that you have, 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 
18): Your achievements 
regarding your protes- 


sional and financial 
situation are looking good. Your long. 
hard journey todo and to be the best 


52 Hebrew weight 

58 Army post 

55 GM make, for 
short 

56 Spinning loy or 
a siring 

58 Actress 
Charlotte 

59 Get-up-and-go 


42 Fetter 
43 Sault _ Mario 
45 Brits indignant 
comment 
47 Biblical boat 
49 Tries to outrun 
50 Nanking nanny 
51 Sleeper spy 


PISCES (Fob. 19-March 
20): Your emotions may 


creative projects you wili find that 


results. Be receptive to those offering 
sound advice and wisdom, 


Birthday Baby: You will need to bo. 
allowed the freedom to come and go 
as you please. Your beliefs will play. 
an important role in your life. You: 
will have a well-developed intuition. 
that will guide you through any 
difficulties that you encounter. 


BY DANIEL SHELTON 
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BY PATRICK McDONNELL 


CHECK OUT 
THE BE 
ON THIS 

РТО HEAD! WITH THAT 


Yow— Т Т 


IMAGINE 
LIVING 22 


КІКО МАСНІМЕ 


BAT Мо KINAIN 


BURGER кору 


LOVEKNOTS 


SINASABI Ko LANG NA MAMAWA 
SKS DUN SA MEA KINAKATA 
NA НАУОР TSAKA PUN SA MCA 
NAGTATRABAHO "DUN NA 
ALAN MOA BENEPISYO, 


BY MANIX ABRERA 


NS FERO KAKAININ Ke 
NS MIO ASAN SofpRINK 
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BY ELIZABETH CHIONGLO 


OWA, ANG BANGUNGOT 
Daw AY NANGYAYARI 
LAMANG SA MGA 
ASIAN МЕМ! 


DONT WORRY 
MY WE, 


NAG-APPUY NA AKO 
FARA MAGING (7.5. 
Сутте 
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ornam EÀ 


TULDOK 


WOW! ANG LAKAS 
M VATING NYA, 


BY PAPU AND TATUM MILAMBILING 
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` Autism seminar for parents an 


A SEMINAR on autism titled, 
"Understanding Autism... A Gulde for 
Parents and Professionals," will be 
held from Apri 13 to May 11, 
Saturdays, 1-7 p.m., at the Aslan 
Social institute, Leon Guinto, Manila. 

Seminar fa is P3,500. A reserva 
tion fee of P500 wil be deductibie 

22, from the seminar feo. 
“Those Interested to 

‚ Join may pay at any 
BPI Family Bank, 
Account number will 

“be given upon 
confirmation. The 
seminar fee в nontefundabla, 

Only those with reservations will 
be notified of any changes in 
schedule or venue. 

Topics Include: Autism Defined, 
"Screening and Diagnosis of Autism 
Spectrum Disorder, Alternatives to 
Behaviorism, Teaching and Learning 

Лев in Autism, Case Analysis, 

E Course Application and Presentation, 
‘and up-to-date Information about 
‘autism, 

Call St. Dymphna SpEd 


WEEKLY 
DOSAGE 


d profes 


Consultancy Center at 253-6236 or 
ax 293-3645. 


STRESS MANAGEMENT WORK- 
SHOP. The KI Association Intl. 
(KIAI) Inc. wil hold "Physlo-Mental 
Unity: A Holistic Approach to Stress 
Management" оп May 4, 9:30 a.m.-4 
p.m, at the Symmetry 
intl. Training Hall, 2/F 
First Midland 
Condominium, 
Gamboa Street, 
Legaspi Village, 
Makati City. The 
Workshop will be conducted by 
Ernesto Talag, KIAI founder and chiet 
Instructor. Call 892-9887, (0917) 
793-9480 or (0919) 670-9626, 


FREE RECTAL EXAMINATION. 
Healthway Medical Clinics in Binondo 
offers a free digital rectal examina- 
tion and consultation with a urologist 
every Tuesday and Saturday of April, 
3-5 p.m. Visit Hoalthway Medical 
Clinics at 2/F Paramount Building, 
Quintin Paredes Street, Binondo, 
Manila. Call 241-2246/2066. 
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FOR KIDS. To help supplement your 
child's nutritional requirements, give 
them UGare milk. UCare comes in two 
variants that provide total nourish- 
ment for children of different ages. 

For toddlers aged 1-3 years old, ` 
there's UCare 1-2-3, a growing-up 
milk packed with growth boosters, a 
‘combination of brain boosters, body 


sionals 


PRIMA ballerina Lisa i; 
Macuja-Elizalde with 
kids Missy and 
Mac-Mac during а 
photo session at the 
GlaxoSmithKline 
Phils. (GSK) office in 
Makati, The Elizalde 
kids are endorsers 
of Frisomel, GSK's 
premium brand of 
powdered milk for 
growing children 6 
months onward. 
Frisomel contains 
alpha-linolenic acid 
(ALA), a US Food 
and Drugs 
Administration 
recommended 
pediatric nutrition. 
ALA helps children 
get the optimum 

| amount of 

|. docosahexaenoic 
acid (DHA) for 
proper brain and 
body development. 


helpers and resistance enhancers— 
Important nutrients that promote 
total growth and development, UCare 
Powdered МИК s for children aged 4 
years and up. It has 25-plus nutrients 
‘or the bones, body and health. Made 
from 100-percent cow's milk, UCare. 
Powdered Milk has a delicious taste 
that children realy love 
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"туче CM Star Direkt Sales 
recommends the use of 
ortratherapy. products 
such as Westwood Body 

6 Собол; Calógnes and 


sapere ret 


pud Eg 


products‘cbntain v 
 maturabextracts derived 
" from plants, Their 

nourishing benefits are 

combined with natural 

aromatics that have а 

pleasing effect on your 

mental, emotional and 
spiritual being. Call CM 

Star head office at 913- 

9066 and 912-5667, or 

visit 86 Ninth Ave., 

Cubao, QC. 
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ANCHOR Full Cream Milk and Mercury Drug are offering a 
special promo for the drugstore’s loyal patrons. Customers may 
avail of free Ovaltine sachets when they purchase any size of 
Anchor Full Cream Milk, A 180-g Anchor Full Cream Milk comes 
with one free Ovaltine,sachet; 450 g with two free Ovaltine 
sachets; and 800 g with three free Ovaltine sachets. Available at 
Mercury Drug outlets nationwide. 


SATIN Soft Lotion is a nongreasy, nonirritating skin conditioner 
that keeps skin baby-soft and satin-smooth. With a natural pH 
level that matches the skin and a cool, delicately sweet 
fragrance, Satin Soft Lotion is the antidote to dull, dehydrated 
skin. It comes in three budget-friendly variants—Delight 
(yellow), Enchant (blue) and Charm (pink), Satin Soft Lotion is 
created by The Rogemson Co. and is available at all leading 
supermarkets and department stores nationwide. 


How to enjoy summer 


THE MARCH/APRIL issue of 
Healthy Options News Di- 
gest gives sun protection tips 
and other interesting facts 
for summer and the whole 
year round. 

The cover story, “Health 
buzz," talks about herbal 
essential oils that will 
soothe, refresh or remedy 
summer discomforts; find 
out how beta carotene 
protects the skin; and 
other study findings. In 
“Natural beauty,” smart 
sunning tips will not only 
improve your mental 
health but will also pre- 
vent devastating physi- 
cal effects of overexposure to the 
sun’s rays. Tremendous strides in 
science have also changed the 
way people regard infertility, and 
the Women's Health section will 

understand that a 

infertility is nota ver- 

ү. dict of sterility. For weight-watch- 
ers who want to be health club or 

гу gym members, read "Love the 
gym," which dispels myths, nega- 
tive notions and other excuses 


that may be preventing you from , 


shaping up. Finally, know how to 
spot a genuine herbal treatment 
through Consumer Alert. Read 
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PANICATTACHS 


Acupunctur 
re 
ron 
arsine 


Anthocyanins 
Фи йан 


SÒN 


PROTECTION Dm 


the health-promoting benefits of 
acupuncture in "Alternative med- 
icine" and anthocyanins in Sup- 
plement Review. 

Healthy Options is located at 1/ 
1, Shangri-La Plaza Mall, Man- 
daluyong City; Rustan's Supermar- 
ket, Makati City; 2/L Festival 
Supermall, Filinvest, Alabang; G/L 
Ayala Center, Cebu City; LG/L SM 
City, North Edsa, QC; 2/L SM City 
Manila; Greenbelt, Ayala Center, 
Makati City; at 2/L SM Megamall 
В, Mandaluyong City; and soon in, 
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classroom interaction 


School.Levels: 
Grades 1-4 
Grades 5-7 
Grades 9 - 12 


* Excellent program combining Singaporeans’ 
high standards in Math & Sciences and 
‘Americans’ exceptional communication skills 

* Low teacher student ratio for better 


* Air-conditioned classrooms 


Integrating the best of Singaporean and American curricula 
from elementary to high school and now even IPS level. 


* A coed international school 

* Nurturing atmosphere, encouraging students 
to grow as creative and critical thinkers with 
developed social and leadership skills 

* Solid academic foundation in preparation 
for further studies here or abroad 


Pasig Boulevard cor, Rosemarie Lane, Pasig City + 671-8982 to 85 


(Lower School) 
(Middle School) 
(Upper School) 


Now also accepting students for 
IPS - Introduction to 
Primary Schooling 
(Equivalent to Preparatory) 
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Atrip to the moon 


ona 


By Angelica Candano 


(This essay was one of the 
winners in the Museo Pambata 
and Philippine Astronomical 
Society's on-the-spot essay writ- 
ing contest held at the Tuklas 
Science Room of Museo Pambata. 
in celebration of National As- 
tronomy Week.) 


where I heard of it or 

even where I read it but 
а monk had once said “it 
is better to travel a hun- 
dred miles rather than to 
read a hundred miles of 
scrolls.” I couldn't agree 
more, but if you can do 
both, why don’t you? 

So early on I decided that if 
1 couldn't travel to all the 
places where I wanted to go— 
the Amazon Rainforest, the 
depths of the ocean or even 
back in time to the Renais- 
sance— would make ita point 
to read about them. Travel 
there not by plane or boat but 
by paper and ink. Traveling via. 
books is quite easy. All it takes 
is a book, a nice comfy couch, 
seat or whatever Iean find and 
my imagination, 

Though I did most of my 
traveling by books, planes 
were also a good alternative. 
My father would always say 
that experience (education, 
too) are what we need to sur- 
vive nowadays. And we would 
make it a point to always jet- 
set into the wild blue yonder a 
couple of times a year. But of 
all the places I would have 
wanted to go (the Inca Ruins 
at Machu Pichu, Peru, a Medi- 
terranean cruise or even an 
Alaskan cruise), space was, is 
and will always be my dream 
destination. - 

Space game 

Ever since I was small, my 
younger sister and I (before 
the youngest was born) would 
convert our bunk bed into a 
space shuttle (we chose it in- 
stead of a rocket so that it 
would be scientifically correct 
to use it again and again) com- 
plete with mission control 
(couch) and crew (stuffed toys 
and dolls). We would make up. 


I AM not really sure 


; 1 E 1% 
<+ SEE THE DIFFERENCE. 
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bunk bed 
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WINNER. Immaculate Conception Academy student Angelica 
1. Candano receives a citation for her winning essay from 
Museo Pambata director for programs Desiree M Lleno and 
Philippine Astronomical Society's Bernie Esporlas, chair of 


National Astronomy Week. 


stories about being captured by 
Invisible and obviously non-exis- 
tent space aliens. Our bed would 
be a mess after that game— 
stuffed toys, dolls and bed sheets 
everywhere and us, laughing our 
heads off. Our pajamas would be 
our space suits, backpacks our 
life-support system and a piece of 
paper with drawings on it stuck 
with masking tape on a barbecue 
stick our flag during our moon 
landing. But we stopped playing 
that game. Maybe because we 
grew too old for that, or ouryayas 
got mad at us for making such a 
mess or we just got tired of that. 
One planet 

What I like about space is that 
there are always more questions 
than answers, more mysteries to 
solve, more thoughts to ponder. 
The existence of the unexplained 
and unexplainable always seems to 
grab my attention. They always 
presentchallenges and when one is 
solved, another emerges. And, of 
course, there is the beauty of it, the 
beauty of something so infinite and. 
mysterious and the fact that differ- 
ent people have different perspec- 
tives. Show different people a pic- 
ture of a crescent moon and one 
may say it looks like a cookie bitten 
into a weird shape, another may 
say another thing. Ask me and Iwill 
say that it looks like the Cheshire 
catin “Alice in Wonderland" who is 
"a smile without a cat.” 

It might sound strange but our 
differences seem to unite us when 
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it comes to Astronomy. We are 
one species, one race and we 
share one planet, one home. 
These days, with the aid of 
technology, space is being used 
as a weapon to send out mis- 
siles and to spy on other coun- 
tries. Why don't we use space to 
unite us rather than separate 
us. If peace is within our grasp, 
why don't we grab it and give it 
a chance? 

In Greek and Roman my- 
thology, the gods and god- 
desses would put heroes and 
great animals and creatures up 
into the night sky to be con- 
stellations, 1 used to look for 
the outlines of Orion, the great 
hunter, or Pegasus, the winged 
horse, and find comfort in just 
knowing they're up there 
watching over us. 

Recently, [haven't been able 
to see them, maybe because of 
the smog in the air or maybe 
because of the bright lights in 
the city or maybe I just didn't 
try hard enough or maybe, just 
maybe, I didn't believe in them 
anymore, That is my worst 
nightmare. That one day chil- 
dren or even children at heart 
won't see them anymore be- 
‘cause of pollution, lights or 
even worse, not believing in 
them anymore, When you do 
not believe, they do not exist 
and when they do not exist 
they are gone forever. Please 
never stop believing, 
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{ Visit our showroom at Rey Marketing Compound, C. Raymundo Avenue, 
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LIFESTYLE 


MARATHONERS warm-up at the starting line. 


Let the river flow 
and the runners run 


HERE most marathon 
M courses use the out-and- 

back method (meaning, a 
long, straight course that returns 
to the starting line as its finish 
line), the marathon for Pasig 
River's rehabilitation was а pun- 
ishing, circuitous point-to-point 
course that began in front of the 
Manila Cathedral in Intramuros 
and ended at the Global City of 
Fort Bonifacio, 

‘Where most marathons are held 
in contained routes that are easy for 
both runners and race marshalls, 
this one winded through small 
communities and side streets, 
whisked across major thorough- 
fares, contended with pre-dawn 
traffic and crossed 11 bridges with 
a view of the Pasig River. 

This marathon ran west to east, 
following the route that Rajah 
Sulayman took when he fied the 
Spanish invasion of 1571, sailing 
27 km upstream, up to the lake 
and to the lake town of Bai. It also 
passed through historical land- 
marks like Manila City Hall, San 
Felipe de Neri Church, Quiapo 
Church and Sta. Ana Church. 

Organized by the Clean and 
Green Foundation, the Philip- 
pine Track and Field Association, 
the Fort Bonifacio Development 
Corp., the Pasig River Rehabilita- 
tion Commission, the MMDA 
and a host of other government 
agencies, this marathon aimed to 
awaken concern for the future of 
the Pasig River. 
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FR. Robert Reyes raises the h; 
Canillo, 


Crisanto Canillo of the Philip- 
pine Navy won the marathon. 
Only older cousin Rovel Canillo 
(2:43:35) and third placer Roland 
Cedulio (2:44:02) could keep pace 
with Canillo, who left others in the 
dust with his time of 2:28:12. 

A neophyte runner, Geraldine 
Sialza from Sultan Kudarat 
(3:28:12), outpaced other vet- 
eran runners in the women's divi- 
sion, besting Juvy Madredea, 
Enate Sayrol, Melinda Manahan 
and Jona Gayumba-Atienza. 

Canillo won P50,000 and a tro- 
phy while Sialza received 
P30,000. Cash prizes and tro- 
phies were also given to the Old- 
est Runner (Raymond San Juan, 


MERE 


88), the youngest runner (Ric-Rie 
Quinawayan III, 4), the group 
with the biggest participation 
(Technological Institute of the 
Philippines) and winners of a 5-K 
Fun Run which was held simulta- 
neously inside the Global City. 

Race organizers led by Imelda 
P. Sarmiento, C&GFI executive 
director, said the PRHM, which is 
only on its second run this year, is 
advocating for the continued re- 
habilitation of the Pasig River. 

‘The long-term dream isto insti- 
tutionalize the event so that the 
country can have its own version 
of an in-city marathon akin to the 
New York, Boston, London and 
Berlin Marathons, 
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THE MARK OF A LEADER. 


, Rosario, Pasig City. Log on to www.marlwasa.com or call us at 628-1986 to 89. 
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—' Gawad sa makataong 
з pag-unlad OÓ————— нг 


congratulates Governor Ding Reman far attaining thehighestlvelofhuman development 
Indexsince 1994 topresent. 


Gov. Leonardo "Ding" Roman said 
that he considers as an awakening 
and an inspiration the achievement 
award for human development re- 
ceived by Bataan from the Human 
Development Network (НОМ) 
headed by its President Professor 
Solita Collas Monsod in cooperation 
with the United Nation Develop- 
ment Programme (UNDP) 
“For the last decade as governor. 
of Bataan, we have been looking for 
solutions to improve ће lot, espe- 
cially of the less fortunate in the 
province, until we received this 
award, as if telling us that we are on 
the right track’, Roman said. 
Bataan was awarded the Gawad 
sa Makataong Pag-unlad for attain- 
ing the highest level in human 
development index since 1994. 
‘The award was given by НОМ in National Economic Development tering the highest level in life ex- 
cooperation with the United Na- Authority. pectancy, basic education and per 
tions Development Program and Bataan was recognized for regis- capita income, 


Today's celebration of Araw ng Kagitingan is dedicated to the ideals of freedom, unity and progress. 

It comes also at a time when we are in the midst of the RP-US Balikatan Exercise 02-1, a joint mili- : "Né 

ary exercise between the Phillippines and the United States as an essential step in mutually strengthening a me к 
their respective military capabilities to respond to the global threat of terrorism. 8 ee 

‘Araw ng Kagitingan is also our way of paying homage to the countless Filipino war dead, as well 

as the veterans who are still withus. ‘To these brave hearts who fell in Bataan and Corregidor, and in 
the many other places and times, let us join bands in common bereavement. 

Let us stay united in common rejection of war as an instrument of national policy, wherein victory 
does not come with the defeat of the enemy but merely the beginning of a greater battle for economie progress, social re- 
forms, political stability and national cohesion. 

"Today's enemies are mass poverty, graft and corruption, lawlessness, disunity and divisiveness. 


тома олно 
“president 
Republic of the Philippines 


Throughout history, the people of Bataan have shown their gallantry and bravery before the 
world. Four centuries ago, our forefathers resisted the plundering Dutch invaders. It was а fierce 
battle with our locals choosing the glory of death to the ignominy of surrender. 

Yer, we have endured as we now face the future with bright prospects. The last decade brought 
us progress incomparable to all of history combined. Investment on its peak; communication is 
modernized; human index is at its highest infrastructure is at its bes; education is of high quality, 
environment is well protected; employment is at its highest and crime rate i а its lowest 

All these we dedicate to April 9, which is not only a day for Bataan but also а day for all the nations 
of the world, For it was on that day, sixty years ago, thatthe grounds of Bataan were consecrated by the heroism of our 
‘World Warll veterans, Bataan in 1942 was when the barriers of regionalism in Philippine history vias first broken, It was 
when Посапоз, Pampangos, Cebuanos, Bicolanos and the rest joined hands with their American brothers to fight for a 
common stand. 
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à ‘Ang kagitingan ПЕ та Tagapagtinggo! ng. 
Bataan ay nasaksihan ng buong mundo hindi 

Jamang noong nakaraang Ikalawang Digmaang 
Pandaigdig. 

And we remember, For itis only by remembering that we will be rendy to face the challenges of the fature. Ang kagitingan na ipinamalas ng айпа тва 

Foro ets bie as Baraan has risen igh enough mee demands of the word, 2 bayani animnapung taon na ang nakalilipas ау» 

E o in ] P ‘buhay pa rin sa puso at diwa ng kasalukuyang 

Governor of Bataan е" бр. g henerasyon. 


BATAAN: 60 years after 


muling ipinamalas ng mga magulang na 
By Leo Ruben Manrique 


nagsakripisyo upang makapag-aral ang kanilang 
Bis was one of the most devastated provinces in the 
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magtatapos sa taong ito sa kolehiyo, mataas na 
baitang at elementarya. 

Muling nabuhay ang mga bayani ng ating lahi 
sa katauhan ng ating mga magulang at guro na 
nagpapahalaga sa edukasyon ng ating mga 
kabataan. 

Ang Sangguniang Panlalawigan ng Bataan ay 
nagpupugay sa mga bayani ng lumipas at sa mga, 
` bayaning buhay sa kasalukuyang panahon. 

Kaagapay po ninyo ang inyong pamunuang. 
panlalawigan sa inyong pagtahak ng landas 
tungo sa ibayọ pang tagumpay at kaunlaran. 

Sana'y manatili sa ating lahat ang diwa ng 
kagitingan ng ating mga bayani sa lahat ng 


mga mahal sa buhay ng karamihan sa kanila ay 
Asia-Pacific region sixty years ago. The destruction was 


so huge to overcome that recovery and progress had to take the sidelines in favor of sur- 
Vival. No one could have foreseen what the future had in store. 


But the dedication of our people Апа what is development will open its Bataan Campus in a 
to prosperity was even greater than without infrastructure, whichis 10-hectare site in Abucay by 
all the challenges. Wehaveproven said to be the portrait of a pro- 2003, while Kalayaan College 
that we can overcome, as our prov- gressive state? Bataan's entire founded by University of the Phil- 
ince, sixty years later, isnowinthe 800-kilometer road had been  ippines professors and educators 
forefront of socio-economic devel- fully developed. А new road on will open this year, also in Abucay. 
opment in Central Luzon, the western side of the peninsula, Тһе Bataan Child Empowerment 
Bataan has the distinct honor of which will connect Mariveles to Council a creation of the Provincial 
being the first and only fully ener- Bagac is now under construction Government, has recently adopted 
gized province in the whole апа the Subic - Clark access road the Gabay-Bata Program to assist in 
country. Even the remotest sitios will start construction soon. This the rearing of children during their panahon. | M 
in far-flung barangays now enjoy will shorten the travel time from — critical years of formation, Ang Bataan ay may Magitng na Lumipas at 
the convenience of electricity. Manila to Bataan by an hour thus There are 10 hospitals here with a 9 Magandang Bukas. 
With energy, comes rapid indus- making the province more acces- combined bed capacity of 560, 12. 
trialization. Being in the middle of sible to the Metropolis. Universal and Commercial Banks, 
the “growth triangle” in Central Ар present, there are 6 bus com- віх first class shopping. malls, two 
Luzon with Subic and Clark com- panies, 302 units of mini-buses, füstrun movie houses, four 3-star ( - 
pleting the triad, the region has 891 units of jeepneys giving their hotels, eight in-land resorts, апі {3 Hon Rogol, Saandanan 
become an economichaven, Andit services to commuters, The port of quite a number of beautiful beaches. =a нф 
all started here in Bataan, Orion, a newly opened national Just recently, the province was Ыы 
Thirty years ago, long before port, was designed for roll-on-roll- awarded the Gawad Makataong 
global economics was an issue, off ships to camry passengers to апі Pag-unlad by the Human Devel- 
Bataan initiated the idea of di- from Manila. ‘There are two ferry- opment Network for attaining the 
rectly competing with other boats that ply the Orion-Manila highest level in Human Develop- 
countries in the international route, Travel time to Manila via, ment Index as recognized by the 
market. The then Export Pro- Manila bay is less than one hour. ^ United Nations Development 
cessing Zone Authority (EPZA) Тһе Provincial Government has 
established the first and until now completed construction of the 
the bipgest export zone in Bataan People's Center an 8000- 4, d hi 
Mariveles now known as as the seat coliseum which is now the 
ы tomas sme secondo ушун 4 000-man 1 USN second warship 
success led ro che establishmentof tural activities in the province. It 
ecozones іп Baguio, Mactan and has also become one of the regular 
Sate Sarees Maken iq honor of Bataan heroes 
соте a framework for the Transport Mall, located in the heart 
creation of SBMA and Clark Eco- ofthe CityofBalangais nowopera- |, ‘ 
omic Zone, Today, more than SO tional lt has decongested тс USS BATAAN is the LHD S, the — Itis not very well known that 
per cent of the country's dollar major thoroughfares of the city. А DOW. eal pups уса as- Bu Sis bus warship USSBATAAN(LHD5) 
earnings come from economic looDAmiProincalGovemmen: sevi Ship of the United States xo be named USS Bataan аз а United States Navy Multipurpose Amphibious Assault Ship 
zones, There are four ecozones іп Housing Project, thefirstofitskind, Gulf War and just recently, iwas heroism of the de- Т 
Bataan, the Bataan Economic is nearing completion in Samal іп Afghanistan making its presence fenders of Bataan 
Zone (BEZ) and the Petrochemi- town. Communication in the prov- felt in the wer against terrorism. — Peninsula during 
cal Industrial Estate in Mariveles, ince has been modernized with 055 Bataan has six hundreds the early days of 
the Bataan Technology Park in two of the largest telecommunica- hospital beds and 4,000 World War ll. The 
Morong and the Hermosa Special боп firms in the country operating crewmembers. Its mess hall із first was the USS 
Economic Zone in Hermosa town, here, PLDT and DIGITEL. Private called “Abucay Café” named after Bataan (CVL 29), 
‘The province is also host to sev. = initiatives that add to the telecom, the town of Abucay, Bataan where launched and com” 
eral industries and businesses, teunination covvices. are che American and Filipino soldiers had missioned in 1944, 
= their last decent meal before the СУ. 29 earned 
noably: The San Miguel Grains Тег. operations of various franchise ‘Heit [ast decent meal before the CVE 29 earned 
minal, the ATI, Petron Refinery, holders such as Battlex Inc.LBC, mese onslaught that lasted for for its World War il 
Phil. Explosives, Asia Brown Bovery, JRS, PTRT, DHL, Easycall Mobiline, three months. service in the Ра- 
Limay Bulk Handling Terminal, Smart and Globe Telecom. There Governor Leonardo Roman and cific,. ~--which 
Limay Grinding Mills, Inc., Unioil, аге several internet service provid- then Congressman, now SBMA included the battle 
Liquigas and Total Petroleum, Ow- ers in the province, Space Cable TV Chairman Felicito Payumo werein- of the Philippine 
ing to their presence is the fact that їп Mariveles and Balanga, Clear-Vi--Vited to the commissioning Sea and operations 
Bataan has one of the highest em- sion Cable in Orani and MABUHAY Ceremony of the USS Bataan in Mis. against the Japa- 
ployment rate in Region Ill. ТУ in Abucay and Samal provide... 3189р, USA. At that time, many :nese home islands, 
High employment rate is a con- ‘Cable Television services А Н Or URN ed. during: Me 
tributing factor why crime rate ` In the field of educatióil, was named after a far away place Korean conflict in 
here is among the lowest in the Bataan -has 199 elementary instead of a US President, of one of. 1950 before finally 
country and the Crime Solution schools, 42 High Schools and 13 the 50 States. Some of them didnot being decommis- 
Efficiency Rate is at 98.3 per cent, Colleges. Soon, Letran College even know where Bataan is. sioned in 1954, 
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_ Ноем спар Hon. Reynaldo T Ie. Л Hon. Junilene E. Viesca 
BATAANDA hess — cec M 


OF SUPPORT Т 
DEC 


col mitment to the environmental protection, and sustainable зетот © 
х he Province of Bataa ey! the Concerned Stakeholders ` 
s iy 
Ensuring sustainable derenn of Bataan is‘of critical importance. 19 the well- being of the. ‘central Luzon and Manila 
f Bay regions as it threads the path to economic and social development The improvement of the Province’s 
" ‘environmental systems requires integrated solutions and ‘actions and. the dynamic partnerships among its coastal’ 

paa ‘municipalities, government agencies; non-government organizations, “the business community 

as well as other concerned groups and pama that пака, Rataan whole. 


„эй, Wa, A, 


ig sad 


We realize ‘the Significant role of Bataan in the national and regiona! economic and social, developmen 
and in consideration of the соте t:state of Manila Bay! 5 environne t. 


“We i are determined to realize a vision of a welt: мео? community with nant natural resources, 
, clean environment and responsible citizenry empowered to care for.nature and its bounty: 


As such, we solemnly declare our commitment to fulfill our responsibilities to: "implement the Coastal Strategy of the d 
,Province of Bataan, and pledge to take actions to conscientiously preserve and protect 
‘Bataan’ 5 env 'onment and natural resources for the sake of the present but- most ‘especially the future generations., + 
1 And. we call on other stakeholders to Pd with Ld in making this“ commitment. 


] (Governor Is + 70 Фирбафн, Mayor” League Ща £ 7 5. 27 `Ўтевїйегї, Bataan Со 
: Yee (аиша, E i pror, 
d ^ : EE I Elvin inchucó 5 
2 им là; Jr. Orlando СЙАўйрагсе, Jr. * Secretary, © 
retary, 
Predent 


Bataan Coastal ` Ps Coastal Care Foundation, I 


Ayansangmga 724: Archdiocese of Balapga ; undalion ang Philippine 
Mangingisda ca Bataan, say faristi я тни Ch c- Eum 
Ro: 


w^ Ре. соўу ое Dr. Norma С, Castillo А Я *. Romeo A, Bontuyan ' alie V. Ona 
«Execute Directa... Schools Division Superintfndent PENR Officer Provincial Director = ^ #. ' Provincial Director- Dept 
‘CARITAS Вази \~4 ™ “ENR ~ Batain Pretest шег & coat GOW- ee ‘and Technolog ian 
m У MV 4 pp Pros С “ГТ 
‘cris lin C. Tria у; l. sasat Yulib D.Yelaso ey... Ceasar [уоп ноп, апте Ад a 


Branch'Manageh, 4 Provincial Paring ane Provincia Agricultura Provincial Tobi, Of 1 1$ Sangguniang Kabilan x 
2^ Philippine Rural RGttfeffuctio Pro&idàlPlabningandDeviOffice!  PuófipglTouism Offced'Batdan  — PresidenuBoard Member 
K Movement- Bataan =» ' „теш ‘Sangguniang Panlalawigan ng Bataan 


Province of Bataan 
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f oundadon Ine, 
ince September 1999, tho people of Bataan have made caring for the environment an Integral part of wed 
al Ives Thisczoromlmen: If anchored on а regular coastal cleanup drive called KONTRA KALAT 
А DAGAT. += 

=: Just a Tew yes, KKD has combed 107.2 KStars of сомо and collected 329 metre tons of 
garbage that lttar the shore.And through their efforts, they have catalyzed a sustainable development 

program called BIGKIS-BATAAN or Bigay Galing sn Kalikasan ng Bataan, 
Ss ыы ees EC ‘We salute all our volunteers = government workers, businoss employees, students, peoples 
Tha AtCInaraten old Qui Avur of Mart te And organizations, religious people, housewives and fisherfolk = who make Kontra Kalat sa Dagat and the 


Hone cn Fo PRSP and да ABT Qo Qu cleaning of Bataan a lasting legacy for the future of our children, 
Arari ot rca, 


TUESDAY, APRIL 9, 2002 


Fostering public-private partners 
towards sustainable development 
in Bataan КОО по — € 


consultations and stakeholder Оп June 10, 2002, Bataan Award of Merit for Kontra 
By Allan Victorino involvement. will take centerstage in the glo- Kalat sa Dagat at the IABC 
On January 29, 2002, Bataan Governor Barely over two years into bal arena as it receives the Conference in Chicago, Illinois 
proudly strode to the stage of the Hotel - the BIGKIS-BATAAN program, 
Intercontinental to receive the Philippine 4 Bataan finds itself reaping а 
Gold Quill Award of Excellence for the windfall of achievements, such 
province's coastal cleanup program as generating thousands of vol 
KONTRA KALAT SA DAGAT. Given by unteers for its Kontra Kalat sa 
the International Association of Business Dagat and mangrove reforesta- 
Communicators Philippines (IABC/Phil- tion drive, educating its 
ippines), it was the first time the awards residents on the value of nature, 
were handed out, making Bataan among building new partnerships and 
only a handful of pioneer recipients who strengthening existing ones, 
raise the standards of business commu formulating solutions to avoid 
cation in the Philippines. |. Batasan Gov- Ding Roman, BCCF Present MaluEmland — Crue лопа Se many and ERE ERE a em 
adat ia Бары was again declared win. ЭШЕ came каиыр на z a bigger cause of clean- Mariveles Mayor Angel Peligloriois joined in the Kontra Kalat sa Dagat 
ner, this time of the prestigious Anvil ‘/7wbotzethe publio private partnership during the il by volunteers from various sectors of society in a showcase of dynamic 
‘Awards from the Public Relations Society Presentation of the Bataan Coastal Declaration partnerships among all stakeholders. 
of the Philippines. The Anvil Award of = 
Merit was Bataan's second in a row since 
2000. 
For a province implementing a long- 
term Integrated Coastal Management 
(ICM) project, the string of awards 
Clearly indicate that the coastal cleanup. 
initiative has successfully catalyzed pub- 
lic support and fostered partnerships in 
environmental management in Bataan. 
Called BIGKIS-BATAAN or Bigay 
‘Galing sa Kalikasan ng Bataan, this em 
ronmental management program aims 
to ensure that the province's natural re- 
sources are carefully utilized in support 
of economic development. Such an ambi- 
tious undertaking can only succeed 
through the dynamic participation of ev- 
ery sector in Bataan. 
Fortunately, the holding of the first 
Kontra Kalat sa Dagat in September 
1999 not only gave birth to the regular 
conduct of the activity all across the 
province. It also gave rise to the sealing 
of a partnership among the Bataan Pro- 
vincial Government and its attendant 
agencies, the private sector led by the 
Bataan Coastal Care Foundation (BCCF) 
and the active civil society movement in 
the province. Together and with the as- 
sistance of the United Nations 
Development Programme arid Interna- 
tional Maritime ^ Organization 
(UNDP-IMO), they are ensuring that sus- 
.tainable development becomes ап 
integral part of Bataan's masterplan for 
“the future. A major result of this commit- 
"ment has been the formulation of the 
-Bataan Coastal Strategy, a blueprint for 
nurturing the province's abundant ге 
sources. This document was the product 


ve 
Bataan's Rhollie and BCCF President Malu Emi 
recelve for the province its 2nd consecutive 
Anvil Award of Merit for KKD. 


List of Activities - 2002 
Observance of “Araw ng Kagitingan” 


|March 18-27 
Film Showing. 
Provincial Tourism Office 


KagitinganPhoto Exhibit 
24th IB-Bataan 
Bulwagan ng Kapayapaan 


History Quiz 
Department of Education 
“ang mga Kagitingan ng Bataan” 


Clean & Green/Coastal Brgy. 
BICFI/GS? Building 
Awarding Ceremonies 


Bataan Veterans Fellowship " 
Veterans Federation of Bataan 


South Border Concert 
J. Tancious Enterpris 
Bataan People's Cente 


Bataan People's Center 
Boxing Championships 


Military Vehicle Parade 

24th IB-Bataan 

Municipal Veteran's Celebration 
Municipal Mayor's League o 
Bataan 


Bataan Strikes Back Concert 
Open House Enterprise 
Bataan People's Center 


Serlicé is In the heart of everything wo-do. NéConlydt-this-appateat in our products and services, but also 
Araw ng Kagitingan lóyeestérfvé nd ы ^ " 
M. Saar P Maca in our emplóyees'drivé tor рибП 6608. Wat's why Wè have the 14-year old motorist assistance program, 


LAKBAY KEXUAT 384 étiviconmental projects Ше KONTRA KALAT SA DAGAT (coastal clean-up) and PUNO NG 
Bataan's Petron First Aid х 
BUHAY (tree planting). And that Wily we also support HABITAT FOR HUMANITY and LAKBAYANIHAN medical 


FOUNDATION missions to communities across the Country. All these borne out of a heartfelt desire to serve the Filipino. 


kitinin PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER = 


а one. Special. 


Nakikiisa ang PNOC 
Petrochemical Development 
Corporation sa Paggunita ng 

Kabayanihan nating mga 
Pilipino sa 


——— ree 


ARAW NG. 


Patrechemleale 


BATAANFOUSINGPROIECT 
„ TeProvncalGoverimentofBatanina 
joint venture with HUDCC spearheads 
1000 housing project, tefratofis 
kindin the country (Above) Government. 
ofictldby Gov. Leonardo B Roman 
and HUDCC Chet Sec. Mike Defensorview ВБ = 


rina cary tan 
thePacific (MAAP) 

 Govérnor Roman during the 
coplanar 
‘ofa Word Class Maritime [| 


} солоооезаншан 
Ê DELETRAN 


Oneofthémainthrustof 
theprovinceistoinvite 
qualiyschooks Photo 
aboveisasealemodelot 
агар Collegewhich 


: GREETINGS ON THE COMMEMORATION OF 
ШЕ, 60th’ ANNIVERSARY OF 


"BATAAN DAY 


The country’s л polyvinyl chloride (РО)! rrianufaetring compel 
utilizing state-of-the art technology. he Bf 

living up to to its commitment of responsible corporate Suse ship... 
contributing to the industrial, growth and. pesto br pos only of Bataan but the 


country’s Overall economy. 


MAKATI OFFICE: 
Unit 2104 Antel 2000 Corporate Centra 
Tel No.: (02) 751-5273-76 & 8871-242 
Fax No.: (02) 751-5283 - 84 
Email Address: info@ pri.com ph? sales@ pjil.com:ph™ 


yf 
РА 


PLANT OFFICE: 
y PPDC Petrochemical Industrial Park, Batangas Dos, Mariveles, Bataan 
Tel No.: (047) 244-6406 
Fax No.: (047) 244-7108 / 244-5976 


GREETINGS ON THE - 
COMMEMORATION OF 
THE 60th ANNIVERSARY OF 
BATAAN DAY 
AND 


ARAW NG KAGITINGAN 


fom: BATAAN POLYETHYLENE CORPORATION 


dedicated to improving 

the quality of people's lives | 

by delivering world-class. performance, 
both i in our products and services, 


j i We are a company of individuals 
POLYETHYLENE aA 


MAKATI OFF 

TUF Al Ава Capa Con 

109 Paseo de Ronas, Makal Cy s 

Tel Nos, (832) 84B 2147 ~s : ~ 
|« Fax No: (632) 848 2197 — 

PLANT OFFICE: 

PPDC-Pet chemical Complex 

Batangas I, Mariveles, Bataan 

Tel Nos. (83) (7) 244760 - 10 

Fax No: (83) (47) 244 7519 


as we present solutions 
to our customers’ diverse needs. 
Working together, we provide 


in Polyethylene resins to the Philippines, 
and the rest of the world. 


premium quality and performance |) 
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(éró, St.| S&lcedó Village, Makati City 


EET 


У 
res 


180 9001:2000 
Cort. No. C3043 
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> THE DE GUZMAN GROUP 
(BATAAN) 


BALANGA REPUBLIC 
eum 


CA. 
2 Pos. cat Pata барма Cy Dunn 


CENTRE PLAZA MALL 


m, 
торе armor 


GREENWICH 


(Greenwich Balanga) 
‘oor, Canes Pasa Mal, Balanga Ciy, Bataan 
Кт 


GUESS? — 


(Guess? Balanga) 
2° Foor, Carve Plaza май Batenga Cy, Bataan 


пиз 
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ISAAC & CATALINA 
icme 


MEDICAL CENTER 


Cuero st. ao, Banga О. Botnar 


~ Ё 
aBATAÄNPEOPLESCENTER 
Bataan Peoples Centerlocatedat 
f ‘Capitol Compound, wasrecently 
inaugurated. This 8,000-capacity 


jwhichisenvisionedtobethe 
iteafvarious sportsand cultural 

AS events. лон themost popular 
82 venue for provincial activities. 


BATAANTRANSPORTMALLNOWOPEN 

The Bataan Transport Mal, snow operational. Theterminalwasenvisionedto 
provide commuters comfortable transportandfaciities, andto decongesttraficin 
‘major thoroughfaresofthecity.Iisownedand operated bythe Provincial 
GoremmentefBatzan. 


KONTRANALATSADAGAT 
Bataanis nowone ofthe Demonstration Sites ofthe United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP) Integrated Coastal Management (ICM) Programin East Asia. 


Bataan... 
Fendt 
eam E 
resounding proof 
Bataan has the high- 
est level in life 
expectancy, basic 
education and per 
capita income in the 

Our care for the 
Integrated Coastal 
Hense 
gram of the 
Provincial Govern- 
ment and the Bataan 
Coastal Care Foun- 
dation has gained 
nition when it's 
Kontra Kalat sa Dagat 
activities received 
two international 
awards. It was the 
recipient of the first 
Philippine Gold Quill 
Award for Excellence 
and had two Anvil 
Awards of Merit for 
2002, 

This is what the 
Province of Bataan 
has become in the 
sixty years of peace, 
Bataan has arrived! 


JOLLIBEE 


LANGA, Bi 
аР. Rizal St, Poblacion Balanga City, Bataan 


JOLLIBEE 


ORANI, BATAAN 


Ee Ora aan 


VILLAGE DRUG CORPORATION 
(Mercury Drug Oran) 


Kamea dog Convo Cr, Gun 


МТ. SAMAT 


FERRY EXPRESS, INC. 
Puing Buhangin Oron Bataan 


"Ter #0102310433 
Mant Otice Tek 3 (02) 351-290 


ORANI MEMORIAL PARK 


Bayan, Orani, Botan 
Te we 1083, 


VILLAGE SAVINGS & 
LOAN ASSOCIATION, INC. 
Orari Bard сенә. On aan al az 
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